Practical Stuff

How do I become a member?

Being a paid member of the SCA is easy.  Membership forms are available online at www.sca.org and one can join the SCA from that web site. Or, you can request a membership form from the group’s seneschal.  If you are currently financially unable to become a paid member, you are as welcome to participate as is a paid member.   Anyone who participates is considered to be a member.  All that is required is that you make a reasonable attempt at wearing clothing, which is in the style of the Middle Ages whenever you attend a SCA.
How much does it cost to join?

We do not require any dues or fees.  However, we encourage you to become a paid member of the SCA.   The cost to be a paid member is minimal.  There is also a family discount available.  If you are a paid member, you get a monthly newsletter.  Having a membership decreases the paperwork you must fill out when signing in at events.  You will also not have to pay the non-member surcharge at events if you are a member.  Finally, paid membership is required of anyone who wishes to hold an office or participate in Crown Tournament.
What’s garb and where do I get it?

“Garb” is the term we use for medieval-style clothing.  The simplest garb, a tunic, a pair of pants or a very long tunic used as a gown is common.  The complexity increases to highly decorated Tudor or Elizabethan period clothing.

The Shire has some garb which you may borrow for a short time so that you can “dress the part” right away.  The best way to get garb of your own is to either make it or to commission someone to make it for you.  Check with your local group for assistance.  

What is a populace meeting?

 A populace meeting is a monthly meeting in which the Officers report to the populace and  upcoming activities are discussed.  The meeting usually lasts for about an hour or so.

What’s an event and how much does it cost?

Events are really the central part of the SCA.  Events are hosted by SCA groups and are held on the weekends.  You can find an event somewhere in the region (called the Kingdom) almost every weekend.  An event usually includes tournaments, a feast, arts and sciences competitions and archery.  In the evening after the event, we often get together informally for a “post revel”.

There is usually a fee to participate.  There are minimal fees for an event, which are used to help the hosting group pay the owners of the site for its use.  If you choose to eat at the feast, there is usually an additional fee for this.  Fees vary widely according to the type, duration and operating costs involved in the event.

Where do I stay if I go to an event?

Some events have camping space available.  If camping is not available, you can either book a hotel or find “crash space”.  SCA people frequently open their homes to other SCA people attending an event and provide them with a guest room, sofa, or floor space on which to put a sleeping bag.  If the announcement of the event lists someone to ask for “crash space coordinator”, you may contact this person for arrangements. Many people choose not to stay overnight at an event but instead just for the day.  This is called "day tripping". 

What should I bring to my first event?

Wearing garb is strongly encouraged.  Beyond that, bring whatever personal items you would usually use over the course of a day or weekend, such as a lawn chair, sunscreen or straw hat, water, or blanket to set upon.  If you plan to eat feast, you will need “feast gear” which is a plate, bowl, cut and silverware which looks medieval in style.  

