What does that mean?

Most specialized groups of people have their own jargon, and the SCA is no exception.   Here are a few definitions of some terms which you will hear frequently.

Persona:  Your persona is the person you are while you’re participating in SCA activities.  Your persona is someone who could have lived in the Middle Ages, but didn’t.  You get to choose a name like a “stage name” to be known by in the SCA.  Some people develop an entire persona background, tied in with historical events.

Event:  This is a gathering of SCA folk.  It usually involves a tournament, arts and sciences competitions, archery and a feast.

Site:  The place where the events take place.  There may be a day site where the main activities take place and a feast site where the feast takes place in the evening.

Dry, wet, discreetly wet, or damp site:  Some sites allow the use of alcoholic beverages, and some do not.  A dry site allows no alcohol.  A wet site permits the use of alcohol as allowed by state law.  A discreetly wet site means that although the site owners usually do not allow alcohol, they are extending us special permission to do so and have requested that we take all empties home with us.  A damp site allows beer, wine and mead only.

Troll:  
This is where you check in and pay your site and feast fees at an event.  There will be paperwork to sign. If you have a membership, don’t forget to bring your card.

Autocrat:  The autocrat is the person in charge of coordinating the event.  Some groups use the term event steward.

___o crat:  The ending from the term autocrat has found its way into other areas.  In general it means the person in charge of “ “.  For instance  feast o crat would be in charge of coordinating the feast.

Crash Space:
Some SCA people will allow out of town SCA people attending an event to stay in their homes.  The place in which you stay is called the crash space.  

Populace:  All SCA people or all SCA people of a group in the SCA.

Garb:  The word "garb" is used for Medieval- style clothing.

Modern:   We use it to mean something or someone who is not in the SCA.  For instance you have garb and your modern clothes.  You have a SCA name and a modern name(your given name).

Feast Gear:  This is eating-ware which is medieval in style.  Generally consists of plate, cup, tankard or goblet, bowl, silverware.

Arts and Sciences:  These are the period arts and crafts in which people participate.  The types of arts and sciences are many and vary greatly.  If it was done in the Middle Ages, chance are good that someone in the SCA knows how to do it!

Period:  The word "period" means “within the time period covered by the SCA”  This is about the time of the fall of the Roman Empire through the Renaissance (approx 600 AD to 1600 AD).  Sometimes period is used as an adjective as in  “that dress is very period”.  

SCAdian:  The term used for a person who is in the SCA.   (ska-de- un)

Kingdom:  The Kingdom is the regional division of the SCA.  Our Kingdom is called Calontir, and it consists of Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Iowa, and a piece of Arkansas.  It is ruled by a King and Queen.

Barony:  A barony is a large group on the local level.  It is managed by a Baron and Baroness, who speak for the King and Queen in Their absence.

Court:   The King and Queen may hold a formal Court in which They give awards to people who have displayed great skill or given great service.  They also conduct other business during Court.

