
Classified Ads
Pets

Grandma’s Dogcare
"We'll spoil your dogs more 

than you do!"
• Individual dog walking
• Reasonable rates
• Visits 24 hours/7 days
202-686-3902 grandpupcare@aol.com

BETHANY & Sandi: Bethany, 2 y.o. 
gentle & sweet. Sandi, 1 y.o. outgoing 
& playful. Spayed, shots UTD. Better if 
together. Contact grossj@iopener.net.

Dogsitter/ Dog Daycare 
Personalized daycare and overnight 
petsitting in my home. Lots of care, 

walks and park time. 
Good references. 
202-328-8244

JACK, BULLSEYE tabby kitten 
w/heart defect. Eats well, plays, enjoys 
cats. Purrfect litterbox habits. Requires 
medication.Cont. grossj@iopener.net

Our business is going
to the dogs!

Providing:
◆ Midday dog walks ◆ In-home pet care
◆ Overnight visits ◆ Pet food delivery

◆ Cat care too!

202/337-8456
www.puppylovepetsitters.com

I n s u r e d  &  B o n d e d .

Susan McConnell’s
Loving Pet Care. 

• Mid-day Walks 
• Home visits 

• Personal Attention
202-966-3061

(zoe ahl’ uh tree) n. 1) the worship of animals.
2) excessive devotion to animals, especially to a pet.

Dog Walking Service • Crate Training
202•547•WALK
www.zoolatry.com Insured

•
Bonded

Professional Services

Professional Assistant/ 
Personal Assistant

I help with legal, business, real estate, 
tax, medical insurance form paperwork. 

I’m detail oriented. Quicken bookkeeping, 
quickbooks proadvisor certification. Or-

ganizing, filing. A couple of days still 
available. Native of Chevy Chase.  Grad 

of Catholic Un.  Excellent references 
avail. Reliable and confidential. 
Julie Furth 202 557-0529

Professional Services

YOUR GIRL FRIDAY
No Time for the boring & mundane? 

Your Girl Friday is Here!
Car Inspections, Pet Taxi, Run Errands, Packing &

Unpacking, Returns, Shopping, DC Permitting.
Organize: Files, Kitchens, Offices, Closets, 

Basements & Much More...
You name it, almost nothing is out of the question.

To make your life easier when you don’t have the time.
Call Your Girl Friday 202.249.9194

callyourgirlfriday@yahoo.com

Senior Care
CARING, RELIABLE CNA available 
for elder care. Please call 
240-483-8332

Typing
NEED  TYPING? Resumes, term-pa-
pers, data-entry, etc. Proof-reading/ed-
iting, internet research. Weekend serv-
ice. (202) 255-7802.

Upholstery

Custom workroom for
• Window Treatments

• Bed Treatments • Pillows 
and other custom items. 

We will work with your fabric 
or provide fabric.

Call Mary
202-966-1196

Vacations
BETHANY BEACH: 4 bedrooms,whirl-
pool tub,3.5 baths, family room, sleeps 
10-14. Multiple sundecks, screened 
porch, outdoor shower, central a/c. Pri-
vate gated community with tennis 
courts and swimming pool.  Short walk 
to beach and bike path. Full kitchen, 
gas grill, bicycles, fishing and crabbing 
gear, 2 car garage, onsite parking for 
more. $2500-$3600 June-August. 
Please call 202-744-0160.  

VERMONT LAKESIDE Cabin Classic 
"camp" on Lake Champlain for sum-
mer rental. Private location, rocky 
shore and mountain views across the 
water. Built 1917, 4 BRs, 2BA, w/d, 
sleeps 8. Avail: late June thru Aug. 
$1400/wk.  Call 301-585-0077 before 
9 PM for information, pictures & avail-
ability.  

CALL TODAY TO
PLACE YOUR AD

IN THE NEXT
ISSUE!

202.244.7223

Call to place your ad  in

THE CURRENT
202-244-7223

exposed brick wall. It’s a very invit-
ing atmosphere, with plush maroon
Arabian-style couches and a friend-
ly staff.

On this particular Saturday night,
all the couches were packed (it was
just before midnight), but I was
drawn upstairs by the sound of
Nayas playing one of my favorite
Manu Chao songs, “Mr. Bobby,” an
ode to Bob Marley. Not surprising-
ly, there were other Manu fans jam-
ming upstairs, singing along to the
song, bobbing their heads and wav-
ing their hands. Even though it was
a year before I would first see Manu

Chao perform live, Nayas’ perform-
ance seemed familiar, as if it was
Manu there with his band.

While the music may be the ini-
tial draw for the foot traffic on 18th
Street, the food and drinks likely
convince many to stay. As with its
variety in terms of music, Bossa has
a wide-ranging menu, filled with
yummy South American and
Persian comfort foods all made with
organic ingredients and offered at
surprisingly affordable prices. The
drinks are also delicious. The name
Bossa is a reference to bossa nova,
the relaxing jazz music from Brazil.
For that reason, the lounge pays spe-
cial attention to its signature
Brazilian drinks, caipirinha and
mojitos. 

It’s now been a little over two
years since I first stepped foot into
this delightful lounge. During that
time, I’ve seen Nayas numerous
times, as well other fabulous bands
of all types — bossa nova, salsa and
American and Latin jazz — and
even stand-up comedy. When I had
my 25th birthday party at Bossa, it
was amazing how at home the staff
made me feel. I was also there for
New Year’s 2006, when the lounge
offered an amazing spread of
Brazilian-style steak, hummus and
veggies before the clock struck 12
and free champagne at the stroke of
midnight. These are the moments I
live for — and the reasons I call
Bossa one of my favorite places in
D.C.
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not the only school in the system experiencing difficul-
ties. Although Mayor Anthony Williams is likely to pro-
pose an increase in the amount of money the school sys-
tem gets for each student, the purchasing power of most
individual schools will probably wane. 

The mayor has indicated he intends to adopt an
increase in the city’s school funding formula of approx-
imately $400 per pupil. The new mark, about $8,002 per
student, is supposed to take into account the total cost of
educating a single student, including teacher salaries,
school supplies and athletic supplies. 

But the mayor’s raise does not fully account for some
increased expenses, including rising labor costs. Over
the past two years, staff raises have surpassed the
expected rise in the formula, school officials said. 

Members of the Board of Education said last week
that they found the likelihood of schools having to cut
staff troubling. They called on Superintendent Clifford
Janey to work on alternative budgets that would reallo-
cate more funding to the local schools. 

Most board members agreed to pass an operating
budget with a local-funds request for $801,765,099
because school officials said the mayor needed a “mark”
for the city’s overall budget that evening, but a majority
of the members present refused to sign off on a more
detailed account of the budget. They said the school sys-
tem needed to find more money in the overall budget for
local school funding. 

Two elected members, Jeff Smith and William
Lockridge, voted against sending even an initial budget
mark to the mayor. One of the board’s student represen-
tatives, Janese Lewis, also expressed opposition.

Smith said he did not feel comfortable with the way
the budget process had been handled. He said he did not
have enough time to properly review the document,
which he had received only 18 hours before. 

Smith also said the system should have a better grasp
on what schools need. “We give money to local schools
and tell them to do what it takes to make it work,” rather
than asking them what they need, he said. 

The superintendent intends to present a revised ver-
sion of the budget at a yet-to-be-scheduled meeting. In
the face of objections from board members, school offi-
cials made clear that schools will need to make cuts bar-
ring an unexpected budget increase.

“This year, because of revenue shortfalls, we have to
make some very difficult choices,” Janey said at the
meeting. 

“Our assumption was that schools would be reducing
their staff [next year],” said Nicole Conley-Abram, the
school system’s director of resource allocations.

Many advocates said they believe the cuts should
come from elsewhere.

Although the mayor is expected to give the school
system about $8,002 per student, the average school will
receive only a little more than half — $4,812 per student
— to hire staff and purchase supplies.  

Extra money is awarded to special-education stu-
dents, “English-language learners” and those who qual-
ify for free and reduced lunch, since it is assumed they
will need extra services. Individual schools also receive
money from federal grants and a stipend for custodial
supplies based on the student population. 

Outside of these allocations, the system’s central
administration remains in control of most of the fund-
ing. The central administration pays for many local
school costs like textbooks, utilities and major facilities
repairs and maintenance. And overall, about 35 percent
of the central administration budget goes back to the
local schools, said Conley-Abram.

But some board members seemed skeptical of the
school system spending. 

Board member Victor Reinoso pointed out during
last week’s meeting that approximately $5 million had
been set aside for four new parent resource centers next
year. He asked why the allocation was so high when the
centers called for only 20 staff members apiece. 

He also questioned whether the administration
should be considering renting or leasing commercial
buildings for the new centers since so much excess
space is available in local school buildings. 

“I gather parents have indicated they do not want to
be in DCPS space. ... But I am perplexed at the prospect
of [renting commercial space],” he said. 

School officials said no final conclusions had been
made about the location of the parent centers, though
commercial space had been considered. The centers are
supposed to serve the entire community, and the school
system wanted to place them in central locations. 

Parents had said they did not want the parent centers
to be located in school facilities because they might
come to be identified with an individual school instead
of a larger community, said Michelle Walker, the school
system’s chief of strategic planning and policy. 
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Chair Geoffrey Griffis said, “The opportunity for the
ANC and applicant to address this ... hasn’t been pro-
vided for.” He also said the department’s review states
in a general way that it does not approve of private park-
ing on public space, but it does not delve into the
school’s specific proposal.

Griffis suggested holding a limited hearing April 4 to
allow the Transportation Department to present its case.
“We will use all the force we can muster to have a
DDOT representative here,” he said. 

Griffis emphasized the nature of the hearing to the
parties. “This is a limited-scope hearing,” he said. “It
should take no more than 45 minutes or 60 minutes.” 

Mitten added that the school should “tighten” up its
overall traffic-management plan. She said the plan notes
carpooling and Metro shuttles as a part of its traffic-
management plan, but does not specify numbers or
make a commitment to follow its shuttle schedule. 

Prince said it was “quite disconcerting” that dialogue
with the Transportation Department did not happen in a
timely manner.  

Gates agreed. The neighborhood commission will
hold a special meeting to discuss the school’s proposed
traffic-management plan March 16.
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