Unit 6 - Suffixes (2)

Common English suffixes

We have already seen how the vowel indicators may be disjoined to represent common word-endings such as –ng and –nk.  Other Teeline letters can also be used as disjoined additions, to represent common English suffixes.

Words ending in –ment

The suffix –ment is represented by writing a small, disjoined M in the T position in relation to the last part of the preceding outline:
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Note that although –ment is the most common ending, any vowel may appear between the M and the N.
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You can write –mental by adding an L.
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However, as normally happens when a word ends in –ly, the L is omitted from –mentally.
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Add RI for –mentary.

Special outlines
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Exercise 6.1

1. An argument broke out over a game of pool.

2. At the last moment the government department issued a revised statement on the latest developments in the affair.

3. A member of parliament may use the photocopier in the basement of the Houses of Parliament at any time.

4. All his requirements are in fact being met so he is in favour of going ahead with the agreement.

5. At the moment I am not sure which class to join.  I do not wish to do anything too elementary nor anything too difficult.

Words ending in –ent or -ant

The N is omitted and the T is disjoined from the rest of the outline:
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Special outlines
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Exercise 6.2

1. We have different ideas of the kind of resort we wish to stay in.

2. The incident involving about twenty young men began at ten o’clock.

3. The relevant government department issued a revised statement on the latest developments.

4. You may have heard that there was a fight recently at the local youth club.

Words ending in –tion

To represent the –tion ending, write a disjoined N in the T position.
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Note that this is a phonetic word ending and may be spelt in a variety of ways.  It is sometimes known as the –shun ending:
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Special outlines
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Exercise 6.3

1. I should mention that my wife and I spend a lot of time and effort in deciding where to go.

2. Additional copies of the specification will be required for the meeting.

3. May I make the suggestion that we vote on this motion before we have the election of the officers?

4. We are happy with the decision we made to purchase the educational equipment for the Research and Development Department.

5. It is my intention while I am on holiday to visit some relatives whom I have not seen since I was a child, so it should be quite an occasion.

Words ending in –tial

The Teeline SH is, as you know, the short form for the word shall.  When it is disjoined from an outline, it represents the phonetic sound –shl at the end of the word, however it is spelt normally (e.g. –tial or ‑cial).  The positioning of   –tial is not critical – write it close to where you finished the previous part of the outline:
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Exercise 6.4

1. I am glad to see so many of you here at this meeting of the Harrow Social Club.

2. A member of a leading holiday company is here to advise us how to arrange a really special holiday.

3. Youth club officials had to phone the police when things began to get out of hand.

4. It is essential that you pay close attention to detail in all you have to do.

5. I am especially happy with the decision you have made today.

Further simple suffixes

Here are some more simple word endings you can use.  Try to incorporate them into your note-taking as soon as possible.

Would/wood/ward/word

The word would may be reduced, in the middle or at the end of a word grouping, to a small W is written underneath the previous part of the outline:
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Note the difference between:
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This method of reduction may be used for any word or word-ending that sounds remotely like would:
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-ship ending

When the Teeline SH is joined at the end of a word, it represents –ship:
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-self ending

Another fairly common suffix which is laborious to write in full is –self.  In this case the F is omitted, so the word is reduced to SL:
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 Words ending in –ever

The suffix –ever is written as a V underneath the previous part of the outline:
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Exercise 6.5

1. I have the feeling that there are some resorts he would rather keep to himself, and I would not blame him for that.

2. Whenever there is a fight at the local youth club the police have to be called in.

3. They spoke a few harsh words and then there was some pushing.

4. Luckily the youth club officials have a good relationship with the police.

5. The police do not know if whoever set the fire was also involved in the fight. 

Special outlines
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Exercise 6.6

Parents offer to patch up crumbling school
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Exercise 6.7

To show that quick action was needed, the Head showed parents and teachers a five-minute video.  They saw rain leaking through light fittings on to pupils’ heads.  The film also showed bits of masonry falling off and some flooded rooms.  The heating system had gone wrong the week before and had drenched classrooms.  One of the school buildings had been closed and pupils in years seven, eight and nine had to stay at home.  One parent, who is a builder, offered to survey the building and estimate the cost of the repairs.  If sponsorship could be obtained the parents said they would decorate the school themselves.  Last year parents raised eight thousand pounds but what is really needed is much more money to be put into education.
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