Unit 8 - Essential blends (2)

The blends in this unit are rather more advanced, but you should try to master them now in order to make writing easier and increase your speed.

The C blends

The combinations CM and CN are particularly awkward to write and so a special way of combining these has been devised.  Note how these blends are formed and ensure that your outlines are clear and unambiguous.

CM blend

The combination C + any vowel + M is written by using an elongated C.  This is called the CM blend and is used for the syllables CAM, CEM, CIM/CYM, COM and CUM.  The blend can be used anywhere in an outline.  It is best written twice as wide as a normal C but it should not be written any taller.

Here are some examples:
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Words beginning UNACCOM-

Write the U indicator immediately in front of the A, and omit the N:
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Words beginning INCOM-

Omit the N and join the I indicator to the CM:
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Words beginning ENCOM- / UNCOM-

Omit the N and join the E/U indicator to the CM: 
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Words beginning RECOM-

This is shortened to RC, omitting the M.  It may be joined to or disjoined from the remainder of the outline:
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Special outlines using CM blend
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Exercise 8.1

1. Using one’s common sense is a good start.

2. Many of the buildings in our community are in need of repair.

3. A gang of teenagers from a nearby housing estate came to the club.

4. A youth club member became angry when he could not get a game.

5. The leaders tried to calm things but the situation started to look ugly. 

CN blend
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A great many words contain the syllables CAN, CEN, CIN, CON, COUN or CUN.  Whenever the combination of C + any vowel + N occurs, we use a sign which at first glance is rather like a squeezed C or a back-to-front N.  It is in fact a blend of C and N, and it is written the same size as an N but with the hook on the opposite side to show the inclusion of the C.

The important thing to remember is that the CN blend represents C + any vowel + N.  Therefore, on first acquaintance it may be necessary to run through the five vowels to try out variants, but it is always the context that will provide the vital clue, and in a short time you will recognise instantly which vowel is to be read.

Here are some examples of the CN blend:
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Remember:  The CN blend represents either the hard or soft sound of C.  

Words beginning UNECON-

As you did with UNACOM, omit the first N and write the U indicator immediately before the E:
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Words beginning INCON-

Omit the first N:
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Words beginning ENCOUN/UNCON

Again, omit the first N:
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Special outlines using CN blends
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Exercise 8.2

1. Two months ago the Automobile Association issued the results of a survey they had taken last year.

2. What can be done to make driving on our roads safer?

3. If you are faced by an aggressive driver, stay calm.

4. It is also of much concern to parents.

5. Last weekend the police had to deal with a fight at the city centre youth club.

P blends

PL blend

PL at the beginning of a word

When P and L occur together at the beginning of a word, with no vowel between them (e.g. please, plum), the L only is written through the line, in the P position.  This enables long outlines to be written in a considerably shorter form, thus saving time.  It also aids quick transcription.
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Note: However, if there is a vowel in the middle, then P and L should be written in full to make this clear:
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PL preceded by a vowel or S

If a vowel begins the word, position the outline so that the L (representing PL) is written through the line.  The same applies for SPL:
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PL in the middle of a word

In the middle of a word, the PL blend is written through the preceding consonant.  (In this position, it does not matter whether or not the PL cuts through the writing line):
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Exercise 8.3

1. Think ahead and allow plenty of time for the journey.

2. Set an example by giving way at junctions.

3. When the game was over two of the outsiders started to play.

4. I am pleased to say that there were no more incidents of this kind.

5. It is a pleasure to welcome a representative of one of the leading travel companies.

Word groupings with people

The PL blend can also represent people in word groupings:
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Exercise 8.4

1. They get upset by other people’s driving.

2. About twenty young people got into a fight on Saturday.

3. Some people are lucky in having no difficulty in planning their holidays.

4. On the other hand, there must be a few people like me.

5. Some nice holiday places have been ruined by the kind of people who go there.

PB blend


The B is reduced to its circle, joined to the P:
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Special outlines using PB blend
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Word groupings with public
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Special outlines and phrases
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Exercise 8.5

Accident on the motorway
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Exercise 8.6

The car travelled four hundred yards along the hard shoulder before cutting across traffic travelling in the opposite direction.  Two lorries in the slow lane swerved into the embankment in an attempt to avoid a collision.  The Ford then hit a car in the middle lane, pushing it into two other cars travelling in the outside lane. By then the two outside lanes of the motorway were blocked.  Other vehicles had to use the inside lane and the hard shoulder to avoid crashing into the damaged cars. It is lucky that no other vehicle ran into the wreckage which was spread along four hundred yards of the motorway.  The other four teenagers in that car were seriously hurt.  Two of them are in intensive care in hospital. The other fourteen casualties include the drivers of all the other vehicles.
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