  Macbeth  .





Schedule of Scenes





ACT I


Scene 1	3 Witches on the heath – ‘There to meet with Macbeth’


Scene 2	Duncan and attendants: report of the battle and Macbeth’s heroism – Macbeth is nominated Thane of Cawdor


Scene 3	3 Witches meet Macbeth and Banquo – prophecies: Macbeth to be Thane of Glamis, Thane of Cawdor, King hereafter but Banquo’s children to succeed. The first prophecy comes true as Macbeth is named Thane of Cawdor


Scene 4	Macbeth and Banquo meet King Duncan. Malcolm (Duncan’s son) named heir


Scene 5	Macbeth’s castle. Lady Macbeth reads the letter from her husband. She laments that he is too weak to make the prophecies come true, and resolves to urge him on. Messenger announces the Royal party’s arrival. Macbeth arrives.


Scene 6	King Duncan arrives.


Scene 7	Macbeth soliloquy – whether or not to kill King Duncan – Lady Macbeth persuades him that he should





Act II


Scene 1	Banquo and his son Fleance joined by Macbeth. They refer to the meeting with the witches. Macbeth soliloquy – ‘Is this a dagger I see before me?’


Scene 2	Lady Macbeth and then Macbeth emerge having committed the murder of King Duncan – they have framed the guards but Macbeth has removed the daggers. He is horrified by the blood. Knocking at the castle gate


Scene 3	The Porter: humorous interlude as the knocking carries on. Macduff discovers the murdered King. The household awakes. Duncan’s sons Malcolm and Donalbain flee in fear of their own lives


Scene 4	Superstitious discussion of ill omens by members of Duncan’s household. Macduff reports the flight of the King’s sons, and they come under suspicion.  In their absence, Macbeth is heir and he has already gone to be crowned





Act III


Scene 1	Banquo, Macbeth and Lady Macbeth discuss the witches’ prophecies coming true and the flight of Duncan’s sons. Macbeth hires two murderers to kill Banquo.


Scene 2	Lady Macbeth and Macbeth talk about their relationship


Scene 3	Murder of Banquo. Fleance escapes


Scene 4	Banquet in the palace: murderers report to Macbeth and Banquo’s ghost appears. Macbeth seems to the guests to have gone mad when he sees the ghost. Macbeth resolves to return to talk to the 3 witches


Scene 5	3 witches talk to Hecate


Scene 6	Lords discuss the succession and label Macbeth a tyrant. Macduff has gone to England to raise opposition





Act IV


Scene 1	3 witches cast a spell: ‘Double, Double, toil and trouble’ Macbeth arrives and is shown three apparitions to warn him of events to come. Macbeth resolves to have Macduff’s family killed


Scene 2	Macduff’s family are killed


Scene 3	Malcolm and Macduff in England – they discuss the rebellion. Macduff learns of his family’s death





Act V


Scene 1	Physician observes Lady Macbeth’s madness – ‘Out, Out damned spot!’ 


Scene 2	Rebels discuss the attack plan, namely marching to Birnam Wood


Scene 3	Macbeth refuses to be afraid of the rebels because the witches told him Birnam Wood would have to move before he was in danger. He learns of his wife’s madness


Scene 4	The rebel army cut trees from Birnam Wood as camouflage


Scene 5	Macbeth learns of his Wife’s death, and that Birnam Wood appears to be advancing toward the castle. He grows afraid but resolves to fight to the death


Scene 6	Malcolm asks Macduff to take the lead in battle, and the rebels also swear to fight to the death


Scene 7	The rebels reach the castle. Macbeth still believes he is invincible. Macduff appears


Scene 8	Macbeth fights Macduff. Macduff tells Macbeth he was not born ‘of woman’ but by Caesarean. Macduff kills Macbeth


Scene 9	Malcolm is presented with the head of Macbeth. Plans are made for Malcolm’s coronation


