Year 8 Lesson Plans





Friday’s Session (40 minutes) :





Split the group into 3 (probably not as friendship groups). Explain to the groups the way that television comedy series (in this case, sitcoms) are produced - ie., that someone comes up with an idea, they approach a TV network with it (BBC1, BBC2 or ITV, in this case), and if they like it, the make a ‘pilot’ episode - a one-off, just to see whether it works. Tell the groups that they’re going to have a crack at getting their own ideas commissioned... and tell them that group 1 is going to be ‘pitching’ at BBC1 (mainstream audience, quite middle-aged, conservative), group 2 is going to be ‘pitching’ at BBC2 (younger audience, likes ‘cutting edge’ comedy, quite liberal), and group 3 at ITV (very mainstream, comedy that everyone will like, all age groups). Explain all the bits of the handout to them... including the meanings of ‘network’ and ‘synopsis’ and so on... what the differences between the networks might be (and how it might influence them, etc), that they’re going to cast it as well as think of the situation and story... and, perhaps, discuss how sitcoms work (regular characters, one basic situation, humour derived from predictable and on-going narrative elements, happy resolution by the end of every episode). This will probably take a while... meaning that this task will probably spill over into the next session. But no matter...





Monday’s Session (1 hour) :





Remind them what they were doing in the previous session... and finish the writing elements, if necessary (it probably will be). Then give the ITV proposals to the kids who were working on BBC2, the BBC2 proposals to the kids who were working on BBC1, and the BBC1 proposals to the kids who were working on ITV. Tell the groups that they’re now commissioning editors, and they’re going to make a pilot from one of the ideas submitted to them. Remind them what the criteria for each network are... and the kinds of things they’re judging... then, towards the end of the session, get the three groups to report back on their favourite ideas, and justify why they thought they’d be so good (plus any improvements they’d like to make, etc...). Feedback : Why they think their audience will like it, and Which are the best ones and why..? Then tell them that the three best ones will get some feedback from someone who actually commissions for the BBC...





...& close.


