Year 7 Poetry Scheme of Work

Lesson One- Introduction to Poetry 

Poetry brainstorm on board -  ‘what poetry means to 7O’

4 poems per table – read as class 

Choose one that interests you and read individually and silently.

Answer questions-  Jot down words that spring to mind while reading.




What do you like about the poem?




Note down words/phrases that you like the sound of




What memories/associations does this have for you?

(Emphasise: personal response, not what it means but what it means to you)

Discuss responses to all four poems.

Lesson Two- Taste Lesson

Read ‘Spaghetti, Spaghetti’

Everyone write down their favourite food.

Bring in multicultural element- what foods do you eat at home that are unusual?
Do worksheet- emphasise adjectives
Stop to ``1discuss responses at certain points.

Write own poem using framework- give blanked out framework for weaker ones. (Consider acrostic version for the really weak)

Lesson Three- More Senses…

What are the five senses- sight, smell, sound, touch- taste we’ve covered.

Re- cap adjectives and nouns (do example – blunt pencil)

Draw up chart- adjective, adjective, noun.

Take outside to find objects and fill in chart. Must use all the four senses (not taste!) Must find at least four.

Inside to write class poem- entitled ‘On a Winter’s Day there were…’

Each gives one line. Teacher notes down and then read to class. Type up and hand out next lesson.

H/Wk- Do one in a room at home, or any other location, entitled ‘In a schoolgirl’s bedroom’ or ‘On a lonely street’ etc. For Monday lesson.

Lesson Four- Anthology Part One

What is an anthology?

Making own mini- anthology.

Choose one published poem.

Choose one poem you have written.

Choose one poem your friend has written.

Write all three in your books.

For each, answer question, why do you like it?

Check answers, start writing up neatly.
H/Wk- finish neat copies of poems and question underneath.

(Keep neatly in books)

Lesson Five- Library Lesson

Aim -   all students to join library.

  -   all students to take out one book

Teacher to check appropriateness and note down choice.

To be brought to all lessons for rest of term.

Lesson Six- Anthology Part Two

Finish writing poems up neatly.

Design a relevant cover.

Add illustrations to poem pages.

Hand in to be marked and displayed.

Choice of Four Poems:

John Agard, ‘What the teacher said…’

Ian Serrailier, ‘The Visitor’

Grace Nichols, ‘I like to stay up’

Micheal Rosen, ‘Trainers’

Further Activities…

More on poetic terms…more on technique and effect…close reading of poems…

