Comparative Questions: 

Require you to analyse and compare the actions, language, attitudes or motives of the characters. You are usually directed to the areas you need to compare and consider in the bullet points, make sure you focus on this area, although you can make reference to other parts of the play.

1. At the end of the play, Sheila says to Mrs Birling and the rest of the family:

  

“I tell you – whoever that Inspector was, it was anything but a joke.

 You knew it then. You began to learn something. And now you’ve 

 stopped. You’re ready to go on in the same way.”

Compare the ways in which Sheila and Mrs Birling respond to what happens in the play and what they do or do not learn.

You may wish to consider:

· The death of Eva Smith

· The words of the Inspector

· The attitudes of Sheila and Mrs Birling to other people

As well as your own ideas.

2. In Act 1 Mr Birling says to Gerald:



“You’re just the kind of son-in-law I always wanted.”

Compare the characters of Birling and Gerald, with close reference to their words and actions throughout the play.

You may wish to consider: 

· The way they treat Eva Smith

· Their attitudes to other people

· The way in which they deal with the Inspector

As well as any ideas of your own.

Personal Opinion/Themes and Issues: 

require you to comment on your understanding of the text and your knowledge of the themes and issues it covers.

SETTING

Look carefully at the opening, there is a very detailed description of the setting and characters. Note particulary the date and bear this in mind when you look at Birling’s speech to Eric and Gerald later in Act 1.

What are your initial impressions of the setting at the opening of the play?

What information are you given about the characters that helps to build an impression of…their character, their background, their relationships

CHARACTER

BIRLING

Look at pages 6,7 and 8.

What is Birling saying and what kind of image does he create of himself?

What is Birling conversation with Gerald reveal about his character?

Look at page 9, 10 and 11 (Birling’s speech beginning “But this is the point” to the entrance of the Inspector)

What is Birling saying here and what is the dramatic effect Priestley intended to create?

What is Birling’s attitude to Eva Smith and the Inspector? (pg 11,12,21

SHEILA

How does Sheila’s attitude to Eva Smith contrast to her father’s?

By the end of Act 1 Sheila has “been made to understand what she did” and “feels responsible”. She is also the only haraceter who has realised that the Inspector knows a lot more than they do. 

INSPECTOR

How does Priestley build up dramatic tension with the use of the Inspector’s photograph?

How does the Inspector stage manage the scene and enquiry? Look at how he pursues one line of questioning at a time and controls the characters, he maintains the position of questioner and doesn’t allow them a chance to question and assume authority over him.(pg 22

How does the Inspector create rifts between the Birling family? (page 19

The Inspector intervenes on Sheila’s behalf at the start of Act 2, why do you think he does this?

ACT1

What is the effect of Sheila’s words at the end of this act and what is the dramatic effect created by the Inspector’s reappearance and ending word?

MRS BIRLING

Look at Mrs Birling’s entrance (pg 29) and the way she speaks to the Insepector what does this reveal about her character and her attitudes?

