Curley’s Wife
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At first, Curley's wife is described to the reader through the comments of the men. Candy tells Lennie and George that she 'got the eye' for the men on the ranch, even though she has only been married to Curley for two weeks. Candy thinks that she is 'a _____'.

We first meet Curley's wife when she comes into the _________. She is apparently looking for Curley but she already knows that new men have arrived. Steinbeck gives a detailed description of her standing in the doorway as she  talks to Lennie and George. She is 'heavily made up', with 'full rouged lips' and red fingernails. Her body language is __________; 'her body was thrown forward'. She smiles 'archly' and 'twitched her body'. She is a young girl who is pretty and wants the _________ of men.

George's reaction, however, makes the reader realise that she is a potential ______. He sees her as 'poison' and '_________'. He is angry with Lennie's _________; 'she's purty' and fiercely tells him that he must stay away. 'Don't you even take a look at that bitch.' When we find out what happened at Weed, we understand why George is so alarmed that she will be the cause of more _______ for them.

She later comes to Crooks' door when the men are in town and we realise that she is ______. She knows that Curley has gone to a _______ and we see the reality of her life  on the ranch. When Crooks suggests that she should go away because 'we don't want no trouble' she says 'Think I don't like to talk to somebody ever' once in a while'. She is lonely with no-one to talk to but Curley who spends all his time talking about 'what he's gonna do to guys he don't like'. She has her own private _____, she could have been an actress or a showgirl.

However, any sympathy is reduced because of the _______ she shows when talking to the men and the way she treats Crooks. She is __________ of Candy, Crooks and Lennie; 'a nigger an' a dum-dum and a lousy ol' sheep' and she laughs at their dream, _________ it as 'Balony'. Far worse though is the way she removes Crooks' _____ and _______ when he dares ask her to leave his room. She reminds him __________ that she could have him 'lynched'. She doesn't actually say so, but Candy knows that it would be by claiming that he had tried to ____ her.

When Lennie is in the barn and Curley's wife enters it is clear how lonely she is. She realises Lennie is not listening to her but is _________ to talk. When Lennie tells her that he's not allowed to talk she cries ' What's the matter with me?' Then adds 'Seems like they ain't none of them cares how I gotta live'. We find out more details of her life; a man  'was in pitchers' said he was 'gonna put her in the Movies' and would write as 'soon as he got back to Hollywood'. The letter never came. She believed her mother stole it but we realise that there was never likely to be any letter. The man was probably just taking advantage of her ______.

We also find out that she married Curley to get away from home. She was attracted by his ______. Now the reality is that she doesn't even like him. 'He ain't a nice fella', she confides in Lennie. When they are talking together she shows some ________ to Lennie when she realises that he understands little of what she says. After she is dead we are shown a _________ side of Curley's wife. In death the 'meanness and the plannings and the discontent and the ache for attention' have gone from her face. We see  just a _____ and pretty girl.

wealth bunkhouse contemptuous threat  young trouble vanity dream attention different scornfully cruelty tart dismissing admiration brothel kindness provocative rape lonely pride  deperate dignity jailbait

