Question: Do you think George is Wholly admirable?





The question expects you to explore the theme of friendship as 	presented   in the novel.  Clearly the world wholly implies that George is not completely perfect.


George’s friendship extends beyond a typical friendship he adopts a parental role.


He is loyal - even after Weed incident.


Has made sacrifices; in chapter 1 he comments on the lack of stability in his life.


Protective - important point in the hostile environment of the ranch.  George’s treatment of Lennie contrasts greatly with the treatment of other outcast in the novel.


Faithful - he has kept his promise to aunt Clara.


Prepared to compromise his own position and risk all after Curley’s wife’s death.


Loving – The killing an act of mercy and love.





However he is also not wholly admirable:


Clearly benefits financially from Lennie.


The dream can only become a reality with Lennie partly out of guilt for having nearly drowned him.


Recognises how Lennie idolises him.


Claims he has no freedom yet, visits the whole house and spends money when he suppose to be contributing to the dream.


Manipulative offers a ‘hand’ to Candy because he will benefit + buy the house he has set his heart on.


Each chapter develops the suspense as incident after incident occurs; each more dramatic than the previous.


The hunt for Lennie


Lennie’s death became one of many climaxes in the text : - The killing scene is drawn out.  The same is done for Candy’s dog.





(Steinbeck’s portrayal of characters creates suspense:	


Carlson’s threatening behaviour and physical description.


Curley’s wife - symbolism surrounding her characterization - red clothing and brings the readers back to the weed incident, the girl there also dressed in red.  Sexuality creates conflict.


Candy’s speculations about other characters also read to suspense


Lennie’s behaviour also creates suspense, he is made up of extremes simultaneously - gentle and savage.  The extent of his outbursts are unknown even to George.  Danger seems to follow Lennie.


Curley’s volatile nature heightens suspense.





(The events in the novel also creates suspense. Steinbeck’s slowly unfolds the details leading up to the attack in weed.





(The physical environment of the ranch is used to convey the note of tension and suspense presiding on the events.





(The environment of the brush and the calm summer afternoon prior to the events


