2. In what ways is the respect Othello commands from other characters overshadowed by their hatred of him as a black man in a white society?

Othello – highly respected General 


‘valiant’ – Duke of Venice describes him as this. He obviously thinks a great deal of Othello because he entrusts him with the defence of Cyprus


Montano is an admirer of this ‘full soldier’

By the time Othello arrives on stage we have a considerable amount of information about him – mostly unflattering

‘thick lips’

‘old black ram is tupping your white ewe’ – what does this mean?

‘devil’

How is he hated as a black man in a white society?

He is accused of enchanting Desdemona by her father – ‘ thou has practised on her with foul charms’
3. How is Othello flawed and how does Iago feed on his jealousy?

Othello is flawed – jealousy

· wronged honour

It is his PRIDE though that is his ultimate undoing

Love is something new to him. Iago is able to use this naivety. Shakespeare portrays their love as innocent and joyful they are locked in their own innocent world.




‘She loved me for the




‘She loved me for the

Everyone views Iago as ‘honest’




   ‘This fellows exceeding honesty’ 

Why does Othello trust him so much?

Iago is able to manipulate Othello because;

· he is an outsider – a foreigner in Venice. Iago is a venetian and knows how his country works ‘I know our country disposition well’

Othello is ‘not easily provoked’ into jealousy but he doubts himself because of his colour



‘Happly for I am black’

4. Are Iago’s resentments and frustrations of Othello in any way justified?

He says he ‘hates the moor’ (1,3,379)

i) another chosen over him – Cassio – this is Iago’s chief reason for vindictiveness. ‘Thou told’st me thou didst hold him in thy hate’ (Said by Rodrigo)

ii) He is black. Iago appears loyal to his face but behind his back criticises him

‘I am not what I am’ 1.1.66

‘I follow but myself’ 1.1. 59

Iago feels he has been denied love, order, power, so he seeks to destroy them in others. Is this hatred justified? Suspects Emilia of having affair with Othello.

5. What does the arrival of Lodovico serve to reveal to the audience? In what ways has Othello’s degeneration caused chaos within the army?

Act 4, scene 1, line 210 Lodovicio arrives from Venice.

Desdemona expresses pleasure that Cassio may be made Governor because Othello is summoned back to Venice. Othello strikes and humiliates her in front of Lodovicio. This reminds the audience of the ‘cruel moor’.

Lodovicio comments about Othello’s behaviour giving Iago the chance to undermine Othello further.

Chaos -  Lodovicio asks, ‘Are his wits safe? Is he not light of brain?’ Othello has changed from being described as ‘noble moor’ What chaos is caused wthin the army?

6. At what point does Desdemona’s suffering begin and how does Othello enforce her suffering through his own insecurities?

Act 3, scene 4?

Othello strikes Desdemona Act 4,scene 1, line 210?

How is Othello insecure? Explain how this makes Desdemona’s situation worse.

7. How does Othello’s poor judgement lead to his own destruction? What is he blind to?

He misjudges Desdemona and Othello – this leads to his fall

8. How does the murder of Desdemona affect the other characters and the atmosphere of the court/ army?

Look at Act 5, scene 2  p.111 Comment on the language used by the characters. Which words are repeated and what do they suggest?

9. How does Othello’s death restore order? The audience feel a sense of Catharsis?

This is your conclusion, refer back to the essay title. Comment on the ending. Does the audience feel a sense of relief?

