OTHELLO ESSAY QUESTION

Othello is a black man in a white society.  How does his status as an outsider contribute to his downfall?

1.
Introduction:  

· Respond to the question

· Consider that Othello is a Moor in Venetian society

· In what ways is he an outsider?

2.
In the early scenes of the play, how does Shakespeare establish 

Othello’s outsider status?

3. What prejudices and stereotypes do the characters have about

Othello due to his race?

4.
Why does Desdemona’s father react so aversely to her marriage


with Othello?

5.
What are the consequences of Desdemona’s disobeying her 


father’s wishes and marrying Othello?

6.
What advantages have Othello’s exotic background given him?

7.
To what degree is Iago motivated to act against Othello because


of his race?

8. “Haply, for I am black.” (Act 3,Scene 3, 260)

To what extent does Othello view his blackness as a cause for Desdemona’s supposed betrayal?

9. In what ways does Othello’s exotic background influence his language and behaviour?  Look at references to witchcraft, exotic locales and the devil.

10. What implications do the terms “black’ and ‘fair” have for the characters?

11. How are the preconceptions of ‘black’ and ‘fair’ emphasized in the last scene?  

