Types and Functions of Words : Word Classes or Parts of Speech





In order to describe and analyse language accurately, it’s necessary to understand (and - more importantly - be able to use) the technical terminology of English grammar. Hopefully, the terms used in these ‘refresher’ sheets should be familiar to you. If not, it’s important that you gain an understanding of them (and begin to use them in your work) as soon as possible. Either way, you should keep them as a reference guide for your use during the course.





At the end of each section is list of the terms which it is essential that you should learn. They are also underlined in the text itself.


______________________________________





Nouns and Articles





Nouns are words which refer to actual things - objects, people and places, for instance. They can be particular or general : the beer, a beer. The words the and a are articles, or, in more technical terms, determiners. A beer can be any beer, but the beer is a quite definite beverage.





Nouns can be singular or plural in number : lesson, lessons. In some cases es is added to make nouns plural : class, classes. Some nouns change their forms in the plural, without adding an s: foot, feet; woman, women; mouse, mice; goose, geese Some nouns do not change at all in the plural : sheep, fowl.





There are also group nouns, called noun phrases. This means that two or more nouns, or a noun and an adjective, are put together to form what amounts to, or works like, one noun : football stadium, rock concert, orange tree.





Some nouns are one-of-a-kind names : Haydon School, Eminem, Homer Simpson. These are also called proper nouns, and are capitalized to set them off from general nouns. Sometimes adjectives (words that describe nouns) are also capitalized. This normally happens when the adjective is made from a proper noun, especially a place or person: American literature, English countryside, Elizabethan theatre.





Words Used :


Noun


Article


Determiner


Noun Phrase


Proper Noun
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Ash : Burn Baby Burn (Radio Version)


A precise slice of roaring noise from the ever youthful foursome.


The great Ash resurrection was confirmed with this second single from their recent killer album, not least because of its saucy video featuring a gang of hip-thrusting cheerleaders. For those who still aren’t convinced, Burn Baby Burn’s warp speed thrust and sheer noise terror was perfect for those solo open road moments, where the only thing between you and oblivion is a slow moving lorry and the occasional traffic cone.





- ‘Q’ magazine,  August 2001.











