Definitions Of The Terms Used In Semantics : 3





Metaphor, simile and symbol 


Metaphors are well known as a stylistic feature of literature, but in fact are found in almost all language use. Often, the original language of words hides the metaphor from us. Depends means “hanging from” (in Latin), pornography means “writing of prostitutes” (in Greek) and even the hippopotamus has a metaphor in its name, which is Greek for “river horse”.





A metaphor compares things, but does not show this with forms such as as, like, or more [+qualifier] than. These appear in similes : fat as a pig, like two peas in a pod. Everyday speech is marked by frequent use of metaphor. Consider the humble preposition on. Its primary meaning can be found in such phrases as on the roof, on the toilet, on top. But what relationship does it express in such phrases as on the fiddle, on call, on demand, on the phone, on the game, on telly, on fire, on heat, on purpose? Why not in? Launch denotes the naming of a ship and its entering service, but what does it mean to launch an attack, launch a new product, launch a new share-issue or even launch oneself at the ball in the penalty area? 





Computing abounds in metaphor, to suggest a semantic relationship with the real world - thus a user interface has a desktop, wallpaper and Windows, while Microsoft’s ubiquitous suite of business programs is called Office. Bundles of data are files. Once they went in directories but now are grouped in folders. The Windows interface is an environment. The ideas of waste-disposal and environmental responsibility are both suggested by the recycle bin - the current metaphor for the program which organizes files after the user has deleted them temporarily. A metaphor established by usage and convention becomes a symbol. Thus crown suggests the power of the state, press = the print news media and chair = the control (or controller) of a meeting.








Semantic fields


In studying the lexicon of English (or any language) we may group together lexemes (words) which inter-relate, in the sense that we need them to define or describe each other. For example we can see how such lexemes as cat, feline, moggy, puss, kitten, tom, queen and miaow occupy the same semantic field. We can also see that some lexemes will occupy many fields : noise will appear in semantic fields for acoustics, pain or discomfort and electronics (noise = “interference”). Although such fields are not clear-cut and coherent, they are akin to the kind of groupings children make for themselves in learning a language. An entertaining way to see how we organize the lexicon for ourselves is to play word-association games.





Semantic Field�
Lexemes (words)�
�
�
Classroom, teacher, student, staffroom, board rubber.�
�
�
Mobile, hands-free, texting, network coverage, number pad.�
�
�
Goth, metal, glam, R’n’B, garage, indie, electronica, house, world, folk, reggae.�
�
Footwear�
�
�
Smoking�
�
�
Politics�
�
�



