Definitions Of The Terms Used In Semantics : 4


Semantic fields


In studying the lexicon of English (or any language) we may group together lexemes (words) which inter-relate, in the sense that we need them to define or describe each other. For example we can see how such lexemes as cat, feline, moggy, puss, kitten, tom, queen and miaow occupy the same semantic field. We can also see that some lexemes will occupy many fields : noise will appear in semantic fields for acoustics, pain or discomfort and electronics (noise = “interference”). Although such fields are not clear-cut and coherent, they are akin to the kind of groupings children make for themselves in learning a language. An entertaining way to see how we organize the lexicon for ourselves is to play word-association games.








Semantic Field�
Lexemes�
�
�
Classroom, teacher, student, staffroom, �
�
�
Mobile, hands-free, texting, network coverage, �
�
Footwear�
�
�
Smoking�
�
�
Politics�
�
�



