Pronouns











There are several words that are used to replace nouns. They are called pronouns. Pro in Greek means "for" or "in place of". Some are called personal pronouns because they take the place of specific names of persons, places, or thing, as in: Has Mr Woods arrived at school? Yes, he is in the staffroom. Here he is the personal pronoun that replaces Mr Woods. The personal pronoun used to replace a noun depends on what is being said - whether the person is the subject or object of a sentence, whether the pronoun is being used to show possession, and whether the person is being referred to in the first, second or third person.





The following chart shows the different possibilities :





�PRIVATE��Personal pronouns : subjects, objects and possessives�
�
�
�
�
Singular�
Subject�
Object�
Possessive�
�
First person�
I�
me�
my, mine�
�
Second person�
you�
you�
your, yours�
�
Third person�
he, she, it (one)�
him, her, it (one)�
his, her, hers, its (one's) �
�
Plural�
Subject�
Object�
Possessive�
�
First person�
we�
us�
our, ours�
�
Second person�
you�
you�
your, yours�
�
Third person�
they�
them�
their, theirs*�
�



______________________________________





Note that some personal pronouns are formed by the addition of -self or -selves as a suffix: myself, ourselves, yourself, himself, herself, itself, and themselves.








 Demonstrative pronouns - this, that, these, those - refer to particular people or things. This is mine, and that is yours. The demonstrative words can also be used as adjectives: this crisp, those peanuts. Pronouns that refer to people or things in general are called indefinite pronouns. Like the demonstrative pronouns, they can be used as adjectives: another cigarette, both telephones, many curries.





The words who, whose, whom, that, which, and what are called relative pronouns (the word that can be a demonstrative or a relative pronoun). They create relative clauses in a sentence : The band, which rehearsed last night, played your song. The words which rehearsed last night form a relative clause that describes the subject of the main clause, the band. When a relative pronoun is used as the subject of a sentence such as Who ate the pizza?, it is classed as an interrogative pronoun. Interrogate means "ask" (questions).





______________________________________





Words Used :


Pronoun


Personal Pronoun


Demonstrative Pronoun


Indefinite Pronoun


Relative Pronoun


______________________________________





�





Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles


Kiss In Public For The First Time


It was not so much a kiss as the climax to a 30-month campaign. It was the Prince’s public declaration that Camilla will be his partner for life. Twenty years ago this month, when Charles kissed Diana on the balcony of Buckingham Palace on their wedding day, he did so only after asking his mother : “May I?” Today, at 52, he is his own man, willing to stand up to the Queen - who still refuses Camilla public approval.





- from ‘Hello!’ magazine, July 2001.











