Conjunctions


Conjunctions are joining words: they connect words, phrases, or entire clauses. There are two general kinds of conjunctive words: coordinate and subordinate.





Coordinate conjunctions join elements that are grammatically the same: two or more words, two equivalent phrases, or two equivalent clauses. The most common coordinate conjunctions are: and, but, or, for, nor, so, yet.


Red and white (two equal words joined in a phrase). 


Taking walks and looking at nature (two equal phrases in a relative clause). 


She ran to the corner, but she missed the bus (two equal clauses in a complete sentence). 





Subordinate conjunctions. While coordinate conjunctions connect equal grammatical elements, subordinate conjunctions introduce dependent or conditional clauses.


Although she has money, she buys few luxuries.


Because he was late, he missed the train.


After the movie is over, we shall have dinner.





There are other words besides conjunctions that serve as connectors (or connectives) in sentences. The relative pronouns who and which are often so used.


That is the man who was speaking to her. 


The dessert is strawberries, which give him a rash. 





______________________________________


Prepositions


Prepositions are words or groups of words, that introduce phrases; and these phrases modify some element in a sentence. What follows a preposition is normally a noun, pronoun, or noun clause. A word that follows a preposition is its object, and, in the case of pronouns especially, this affects the form of the word.


He walked near her (never He walked near she). 


He gave them to her and me (never He gave them to she and I or He gave them to her and I). 





One of the problems in spotting prepositions in a sentence is that many of the words that are usually prepositions can also be used as adverbs.


He never saw them before (here before is an adverb). 


They sat before the counter (before is a preposition,and the whole prepositional phrase serves as an adverb, modifying sat). 


______________________________________
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