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Parts of speech: a summary�
�
Noun: A noun is a name for someone or something. It can be someone or something in particular, or someone or something in general. 


Pronoun: A pronoun is a substitute for a noun or a noun phrase. 


Verb: A verb is the action word in a statement. Some verbs link the subject to a noun, pronoun, or adjective. 


Adjective: An adjective is a modifier. Usually it modifies, or makes more exact, the meaning of a noun or pronoun. 


Adverb: An adverb is a modifier. Usually it modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. 


Conjunction: A conjunction is a connector. A coordinate conjunction connects words or groups of words that are grammatically the same. A subordinate conjunction connects a subordinate, or dependent, clause to a main clause. 


Preposition: A preposition is a connector that introduces a prepositional phrase. It usually connects a noun or noun phrase to the part of the sentence modified by the whole prepositional phrase, and it shows the relation between the two. �
�
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Modern language scientists have devised other categories of word in relation to syntax, which you should know. A few of these are explained in the table below.
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New word classes�
�
Auxiliary: A word whose function is to assist the main verb in a clause to express basic grammatical contrasts such as person, number and tense. The primary auxiliaries are forms of be, have, do. The modal auxiliaries are such verbs as may, might, should. 


Connective: A word which links language units, such as conjunctions and some adverbs 


Determiner: A word which co-occurs with a noun to show meanings such as number, quantity or identity (the, some, each) 


Head: The main element in a phrase; it may be pre- or post-modified 


Intensifier: Traditionally classed as an adverb; a word which adds force or emphasis to a qualifier (extremely stupid, very cleverly) 


Modifier: Word or phrase which gives more information about the head element in a phrase (All the beautiful (pre-modification) fish (head) in the ocean (post-modification) �
�















