Definitions Of The Terms Used In Semantics : 2





Implication





This is meaning which a speaker or writer intends but does not communicate directly. Where a listener is able to deduce or infer the intended meaning from what has been uttered, this is known as (conversational) implicature. This is an example :





Utterance : “A bus!” 


Implicit Meaning (implicature) : “We must run.” 





Utterance :�
Implicit Meaning :�
�
“Time, gentlemen, please!”�
�
�
“What time do you call this?”�
�
�
“Don’t you think you’ve had enough to drink?”�
�
�
“Are you looking at my girlfriend?”�
�
�



Ambiguity





Ambiguity occurs when a language element has more than one meaning. If the ambiguity is in a single word it is lexical ambiguity. If in a sentence or clause, it is grammatical or structural ambiguity. We can illustrate lexical ambiguity with an example from Sue Townsend's Secret Diary of Adrian Mole. Adrian displays a notice in school, advertising a gay society. When a teacher rebukes him, Adrian asks what is wrong with a club for people who want to be jolly or happy.


Structural ambiguity can often be seen in punning headlines. The late polar explorer, Dr. Vivian Fuchs, was the subject of one such headline: DR. FUCHS OFF TO ANTARCTIC. In this case, the structural ambiguity is not present to a reader who knows standard spelling, but might confuse a hearer, if the headline is spoken aloud. The absence of linking grammatical words (articles, conjunctions, prepositions) in headlines makes such ambiguity likely.


Ambiguity in texts and utterances can be the source of much confusion and debate. A real-life forensic example comes from a cause célebre of the 1960’s. Derek Bentley was hanged for murder after his accomplice, Christopher Craig (too young to hang) shot a policeman. Bentley allegedly shouted to Craig: “Let him have it”. Did this mean (as the prosecution claimed and the jury believed) “shoot him” (the victim) or (as the defence argued) “give it [= the gun] to him [= the policeman]”.





Statement :�
Possible Meaning 1 :�
Possible Meaning 2 :�
�
“Cor, blimey - worra scorcher!”�
�
�
�
“Meet me at the church, and I’ll give you a ring”�
�
�
�
“MI5 discovers mole in its underground operations”�
�
�
�



[Put your own here...]�
�
�
�



