AS Media Studies


“Eleanor Rigby” Project





In groups of no more than 5, you are going to be using your understanding of semiotics and the ways in which moving images are ‘read’, to storyboard the opening shots of a pop video.





Below are the lyrics of ‘Eleanor Rigby’ by The Beatles :





_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Ah, look at all the lonely people, ah, look at all the lonely people





Eleanor Rigby picks up the rice in the church where a wedding has been - lives in a dream


Waits at the window, wearing the face that she keeps in a jar by the door - who is it for?





All the lonely people - where do they all come from ?


All the lonely people - where do they all belong ?





Father McKenzie, writing the words of a sermon that no one will hear - no one comes near.


Look at him working, darning his socks in the night when there's nobody there - what does he care?





All the lonely people - where do they all come from?


All the lonely people - where do they all belong?





Eleanor Rigby died in the church and was buried along with her name - nobody came


Father McKenzie wiping the dirt from his hands as he walks from the grave - no one was saved





All the lonely people - where do they all come from?


All the lonely people - where do they all belong?





_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Over this and the next lesson, you will be :





Storyboarding 6 to 10 shots from the start or end of the video.


Noting what each type of shot is, and how it affects the meaning you wish to convey.





_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





At the end of next lesson, you will be presenting your storyboard on sheets of sugar paper to the group (5 minutes max.). You will be assessed on this group presentation, and given a group grade. You will also be writing up the decision-making process in your own words, for which you will receive an individual mark.





_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Bear in mind that :





‘Eleanor Rigby’ has a clear narrative. You can expand upon the ‘story’ (and the characters therein) when producing your storyboard.


A series of static shots will be very boring for your viewer. Think about the possibilities afforded by using all the shot types and techniques we have discussed in class.


Detail considering factors such as lighting and mise-en-scene will ‘lift’ your presentation.


You will need to show which lyrics are associated with each shot (this will also show the pace at which your video progresses).








