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In your Textual Analysis exam, you will be expected to demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which sound contributes to the meaning of a moving image media text. The syllabus lists the following aspects as being of significance :


�



Sound :


Soundtrack; theme; tune; incidental music; sound effects; ambient sound; dialogue; voiceover; mode of address/direct address.


�



In addition, film analysts frequently also analyse sound by answering questions such as :





Music :


Is its source part of the story (="diegetic") or added on (="nondiegetic")? With diegetic sound the source of the sound can be visible (on-screen) or unseen (off-screen). What kind of music: classical/rock/exotic/familiar? Typical for the period depicted? Does music comment (foreshadow or contradict) the action? Does it irritate? What is the music's purpose in a film? How does it direct our attention within the image? How does it shape our interpretation of the image?


Sound effects :


Artificial or natural sound? On- or off-screen source? Is there subjective sound? What does it signify?


Dialogue/silence :


Stilted or artificial language? Do different characters use different kinds of language? Slang, dialect, profanity? Allusion to other texts, quotations? Do certain characters speak through their silences?


Voice-Over/Narration :


Who is speaking and from where? Is voice-over part of the action or (nondiegetically) outside of it? What does the narrator know and what is his/her relationship to the action? Is s/he reliable, omniscient, unreliable?


Synchronization:


Is sound matched with the image? Non-simultaneous sound? (For instance, reminiscing narrator or when sound from the next scene begins while the images of the last one are still on the screen. This is also called a "sound bridge".)





We will be looking at some of these issues in more depth later. For the moment, however, it is simply worth bearing in mind when you approach an unseen text that half of its meaning is encoded within its soundtrack.


_______________________


