Semiotics/Image Analysis











Anchorage





Words (such as ‘America’ and ‘green’) are not the only form of sign, of course. In this Media Studies course, the majority of ‘signs’ you will be analysing will be in the form of images. In terms of analysis, images (particularly moving images) often represent more complicated signs than single words.





	Images are also often open to more varied ‘readings’ than single words. No single ‘reading’ or analysis of an image is ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ - although some are more persuasive than others. However, words are still used in certain contexts. One of their uses is as anchors. Anchors might be words or captions which make sure that the ‘reader’ of an image makes a very specific interpretation of it.





	If an image is not anchored, then there is higher possibility that it will be interpreted in a way that its producer did not intend. Some signs (images, words, symbols) may be interpreted in several ways. This is known as polysemy. Something which has several possible meanings is said to be ‘polysemic’.





___________________________________








Task :





Take 3 photographs, either from the press or from your family album.





Devise captions for them which will anchor their connotations very differently from the way either the original press or family album setting had done.
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