Signs :

Signifier/Signified/Referent
We have looked at the sign ‘America’ and considered the various semiotic elements thereof. Hopefully, this has illustrated how complex certain seemingly simple signs may be, once you start to analyse them. Even a single word can make you think of many possible connotations, and many potential associations may be signified from such a sign.
Think about the following words. Each word is, in itself, a sign. The signifier is the ink on the paper which forms the word. For each one, write down what may be signified by the word, and what the referent is. To make things easier, the first couple have been done for you. Remember, of course, that the words ‘Porsche’ and ‘Tony Blair’ may signify different things for me from the things they signify for you (although because we share signifiant elements of a culture, we are likely to have many associations in common) :
    Signifier :
    Signified :
    Referent :

Porsche
Speed, power, luxury, style, wealth, desirability.
The physical actuality of a real German car.

Tony Blair
New Labour politics, the middle classes, power.
The man, Mr Tony Blair, who lives in 10 Downing Street.

Custard



Coffee



Sean Connery



Vimto



Housing Estate



Sausage



Spice Girls



The Union Jack



