Victoria Beckham Autobiography





Question Sheet 1 : Content








Name : _____________________








Read the extract from Victoria Beckham’s autobiography carefully and answer the following questions.








1) When she was a schoolgirl, how did Victoria feel about her dad’s Rolls Royce?














____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________





2) Who do you think Amanda Davies is? How do you think Victoria feels about her?














____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________





3) Victoria’s mum and dad made sure she was always well dressed for school. Do you think this made Victoria feel happy?














____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________





4) Victoria seems to dislike the other children in her school. She says : “Who would want to be like them anyway, shirts hanging out, buttons missing, shoes scuffed. What do they think they looked like?”


Do you think that she really dislikes the other children? How do you know?











____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








5) Looking at the second extract, re-write Geri’s meeting with Victoria, but from Geri’s point of view :











____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________





6) Now write about the incident when Geri steals the popcorn, from the popcorn seller’s point of view :








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________
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Question Sheet 2 : Style








Name : _____________________








Read the extract from Victoria Beckham’s autobiography again and answer the following questions.





1) When Victoria describes how Geri arrived at the audition at the start of the second extract, she uses a mixture of very short and long sentences :





They’re already halfway through seeing people when this girl comes crashing through the double doors, half tripping on what looks like Vivienne Westwood platform shoes, and original 1960’s handbag spilling make-up and keys all over the place. We turn and stare.





What effect does this have on the reader?











____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________





2) In both extracts, Victoria uses a lot of similies. What does she mean when she says :





“it was like being sent out on to the ice at the North Pole”











____________________________________________________________





“but it was like talking to a fridge”











____________________________________________________________





“a green hood that did up like Paddington bear”











____________________________________________________________





“like a cannibal from an old Rupert Bear annual”











____________________________________________________________











3) Sometimes Victoria’s language is quite childlike. Why do you think she uses words like ‘Paddington Bear’ in her autobiography?











____________________________________________________________





4) When Geri appears in the second extract, the reader doesn’t find out that “this was Geri” until the end of the sixth line. What is the effect for the reader, of waiting so long to find out her identity?














____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________





5) In the second extract, Victoria tells us that she’s met Geri before in a cinema in Leicester Square. What effect does her use of ‘flashback’ have upon the reader?














____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________





6) At certain points in the text, Victoria is sarcastic in order to tell us how she really feels. See if you can find three examples :











1) __________________________________________________________








2) __________________________________________________________








3) __________________________________________________________





7) The second section of the text is written in the present tense. Why do you think this has been done? What effect does it have for the reader?














____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








8) Victoria uses a lot of detail in describing Geri’s entrance, including the fact that she is wearing Farrahs and Vivienne Westwood shoes. What effect does this have for the reader?











____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________








____________________________________________________________





9) Victoria has used the following techniques in her autobiography. Number them in what you think is the order of their importance :





	- Flashback							____


	- Short, snappy sentences				____


	- Long, flowing sentences					____


	- Similies							____


	- Reported speech						____


	- Sarcasm							____


	- Revealing facts at unusual moments in the text	____


	- Use of different tenses					____


	- Lots of details						____





10) Now list three techniques you would like to use in your own autobiographical writing :











1) ___________________________








2) ___________________________








3) ___________________________





11) If you had to give someone 5 pieces of advice about writing a piece of autobiography, what would they be?





1) ___________________________








2) ___________________________








3) ___________________________








4) ___________________________








5) ___________________________
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Question Sheet 3 : Diary Extract








Name : _____________________








Read the extract from Victoria Beckham’s autobiography once more and do the following task :





Imagine that you are Victoria, aged 12 or 13. Using her autobiography as a guide, write a short diary entry for Victoria, describing a typical day at school. Think about the writing techniques Victoria uses in her autobiography as a guide to your writing style.





�











Dear Diary... 











_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________








_________________________________________________________











