Year 8 Term 4

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	DIFFERENTIATION

	Students should learn:
	
	Students:
	Points to note:

	
	Introduction to Shakespeare

Class brainstorm everything they know about Shakespeare.

Give pupils a research homework using the internet – find out 10 biographical facts, 10 facts about his play, categories of plays etc.

Introduction to the text

Reinforce the idea that this is drama, written to be performed. Use the Dramatis Personae as a starting point- particulary important to do this for Romeo and Juliet- Capulet/ Montague divide being crucial to theme and plot. 

Teaching the text

Students should spend a significant amount of time looking at the opening scenes.  They need to focus on; the mood and atmosphere created, characterization and setting.

Prediction exercises are a useful way to approach the narrative plot.  For example you could draw up a table where in one column you list the names of characters. In another, jot down the main events which take place in the text and jumble them up. In the end column list the themes and issues in the text.  Present this to students and get them to write a short synopsis of what they think takes place in the play.

Use the various film versions of the play to reinforce pupils ongoing understanding of the narrative. This also allows you to be selective about which scenes you then read more closely with your class.

It is easier to look at Shakespeare’s language through a
	Use ITC skills to select facts to produce a title page for the unit.

Pupils to draw out a table of characters with Montagues and Capulets on separate sides. List characters in order of status or importance in the play.

Read scenes aloud as a class. Discussion of mood, atmosphere, events and character ongoing

Pupils prepare individual written predictions. 

Pupils keep track of the narrative-note down key emotions or feelings explored in each seems
	Library also has books of varying readability to support their research.

MAP could find out about the generic features of tragedies and comedies.

Give LAP time to prepare reading first to improve fluency.
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	number of important soliloquies in the text.  You could photocopy an extract and deconstruct it highlighting different aspects in a range of colours in order to identify and analyse key features. Alternatively, use the Interactive White board to teach these skills.

Recommended scenes for Romeo and Juliet are:

Act 1,sc 5 ,L41 Look at the similes and metaphors Romeo uses to describe Juliet.

Act 1 sc  5, L131- binary oppositions of  love/death love/hate

Act 2 sc 2 Balcony scene

Act 3,sc 3 Friar’s Plan how significant is his role in the tragedy?

Suggested  written task:

Empathetic writing. e.g Read and discuss the Friar’s plan- what does he suggest Romeo should be grateful for? What does his plan rely on? 

The drama studio is available for booking.  Take a short scene and get students to learn their lines. For example, the fight scene between Hermia and Helena in ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.'  They can present the scene in any way they like to bring out the contrast between characters, the insults and the use of language.
	Pupils deconstruct and analyse the language of the text.

Pupils write a letter to Romeo outlining his initial plan to help them or the letter outlining the amended plan, which Romeo does not receive. They demonstrate their understanding of character and plot, writing empathetically.

Pupils reading text as drama- speaking and listening outcome is preparing and performing scene
	Break down the stages of  deconstruction for LAP. MAP pupils can be given sections to be responsible for to lead the class through.

Writing frame for the first letter available in English area.
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	 As a part of a drama workshop, students can practise saying aloud to each other key lines from the text in a variety of ways, to alter meaning and effect. For example, students can imagine they are Caesar uttering his last words to Brutus, or the servants in the first scene of Romeo and Juliet exchanging insults. They need to deliver the line in as many ways as possible, to convey different interpretations of his words. The activity could be enhanced by experimenting with the positioning, or the staging of the two characters.

Final Outcome:End of unit assessment

Set an appropriate title suited to your class-it should assess pupil understanding of characterization, language, narrative plot.It may focus on one scene or speech but should require pupils to demonstrate their understanding of whole-text issues or ideas. Planning and drafting led by teacher, essay in timed conditions.

e.g 

 Who or what is most to blame for the tragic deaths of Romeo and Juliet?

Compare and contrast the characters of Romeo and Juliet in Act One.
	Exploring the text as drama- reading, speaking and listening skills developed

Pupils plan, draft and produce a critical essay on Shakespeare play.
	Differentiate through teacher selection of scenes or lines to suit pupil ability.

LAP will need a structured essay plan and help selecting appropriate quotes to support their points MAP pupils should be encouraged to make independent responses drawing on other critical perspectives
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