Year 9 Term 2b

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	DIFFERENTIATION

	Students should learn:
	
	Students:
	Points to note:

	Reading

Speaking and Listening

1a structure their talk clearly, using markers so that their listeners can follow the line of thought

1b use illustrations, evidence and anecdote to enrich and explain their ideas 

Reading

1c to develop understanding of how ideas, values and emotions are explored and portrayed

1d to identify the perspectives offered on individuals, community 


	‘Nettles’ by Vernon Scannell

Focus on the parent’s feelings for his/her son as they are revealed through the poem.

· Pupils to identify adjectives/verbs used to emphasize the boy’s vulnerability. 

· Pick out metaphors/personification which suggest the strength and cruelty of the nettles 

· Look at active verbs used to describe the father’s response 

Class discussion of the themes/ideas -a parent’s anxiety death/nature/inevitability/pain/

Written Outcome in preparation for a SATs type response to a poem:

How does the poet convey the thoughts and feelings of a parent in ‘Nettles’?

You should comment on:

· the way the parent feels towards the son

· the way the nettles are described

· the thoughts and actions of the parent

· your ideas about what this poem tells us about the relationship of a parent and a child

Southside by James Smith; Squeeze Words Hard
Read the poem with your class and ask the following questions:

· Do you think this is a realist portrayal of London?  If so what makes it real?  If not what makes it unrealistic/stereotypical?

· How are objects used to convey a sense of place?  Choose two examples and comment on them as images.

· How are people presented?  Give examples

· The poem deals with issues of class, how can you see this in two examples of your choice? 

· What contrasts are drawn between the old and the young in the poem?

· How is colour used in the poem and to what effect?

· What effect do the repeated use of the words: 

· “On the South side of the Thames”  have on the poem?

This poem can be approached as an unseen.  Students can begin to make notes on the following:

· The use of colour

· Contrasts drawn in the poem

· Use of verbs/adjectives

· Portrayal of people in terms of: gender, age, class

· Imagery etc

City Johannesburg by Monga Wally Serote (SWH)

· Read through the poem as a class and compare presentation of Jo’burg with ‘Southside’; attempt to explore cultural differences and differences in tone through brief discussion

· Explore students own knowledge of South Africa at this time and fill in gaps – why might the poet have negative feelings towards his home city? Contextualise through didactic teaching, read District Six

· Underline/write down all the negative words and phrases used in the poem. Separate into two categories; those used to describe Jo’burg and those used to decribe Serote. Compare the two and contrast the portrayal – which seems more human?

· Move onto to poetic devices and images. Personification of the city – what effect does this have? How does the poet see the city – as a friend or foe? Students extract quotations to support their answer.

· Alliteration – what sort of phrases are alliterative – positive or negative? How does it enhance the already sombre mood of the poem?

· Repetition – what key words are repeated throughout the poem, what effect does this have on the reader and why has the author done this?

· Imagery – explore the juxtaposition between natural and industrial urban images – what effect does this have? 

Question: Describe the relationship between the speaker and the city. You need to comment on:

· The way the city is describe and the poetic devices used

· The speaker’s attitude towards it the things he says

· The overall tone of the poem

· The imagery used to describe Jo’burg


	Students to discuss and deconstruct the poem.

Students discuss possible background and begin to contextualise the poem

Students explore the connotations of words and the way they are chosen for effect

Discuss and structure answer in draft to demonstrate their awareness of poetic devices and the effects created by the poet

Written response to a SAT’s style question
	Use as a dictionary activity for LAP’s; identify and write down definitions

Provide bulletpoints to cue answers for LAPS

MAPS should be able to confidently handle thematic issues, context; codify embryonic awareness of social and philosophical issues



	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	DIFFERENTIATION

	Students should learn:
	
	Students:
	Points to note:

	Writing

1n organize their ideas and information, distinguishing between analysis and comment
Speaking and Listening

1a structure their talk clearly, using markers so that their listeners can follow the line of thought

1b use illustrations, evidence and anecdote to enrich and explain their ideas 

Reading

1c to develop understanding of how ideas, values and emotions are explored and portrayed

1d to identify the perspectives offered on individuals, community 

Writing

1n organize their ideas and information, distinguishing between analysis and comment

	Essay:  How is the city presented in the poem?
You need to consider:

· The way people are presented

· The mood and atmosphere created by the description of objects

· The images of used by poet
· Whether or not you feel this to be a true picture of London

Comparative Exercise: 

Wordsworth’s pre C20th poem Upon Westminster Bridge with Grace Nichol’s post C20th poem Island Man

Before tackling the poems, less able students could complete a decoding exercise where they break down the images used in both poems.

For example: underline all the words you do not understand in Wordsworth’s poem and look up their meaning in the dictionary.  Now try to rewrite the lines in your own words

Select all the negative words Blake uses to describe aspects of London.   

Make notes on the way people are described, how the speaker feels about what he sees.  How does the use of the sonnet form add to your understanding of the poem?

Look at Nichol’s poem make notes about the following:

The use of colour, the layout of the poem, the way the speaker describes London and how it contrasts with the Caribbean, the use of symbols, repetition, onomatopoeia, what actually happens in the poem

Comment on the relationship between the speaker and the 

way he sees the environment surrounding him.

You need to consider:

· The layout of both poems

· How London is portrayed

· How the speaker feels about |London

· The use of imagery and its effect in the poem


	Write an analytical essay on the poem

Students have the opportunity here to compare poems written in different centuries by writers of different cultures


	MAPS can be set a more discursive piece focusing on the portrayal of London in terms of class.

MAPs should confidently tackle the issues of class and culture present in both poems.  They should have a strong sense of the way the form of the poems add to their interpretation


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	DIFFERENTIATION

	Students should learn:
	
	Students:
	Points to note:

	
	Blake’s London

· You could begin with a sequencing activity where students can begin to examine the language and make sense of the poem

· Get students to write down and look up any words they don’t understand.  Check their understanding of the words used in the poem by having students explain the line in their own words.

·  Get students to write down the negative words in the poem and, for more able students, then try to find a synonym without using dictionary in order to extend their vocabulary.  Students can then group the words into different categories, e.g.- emotions, objects, etc.

· Question and answer session.  Some people see the speaker as a stranger to London, how could you justify this from your reading? How is repetition used in the poem?  The speaker focuses on groups of people in society, i.e. soldiers, chimney sweeps, prostitutes and babies.  What comments does he make about each group? How does the speaker see and feel about London and people that live in it?  What evidence from the poem can you give to support this?  How do you interpret the last line? How are the words marriage and hearse juxtaposed?

· Essay Question – Do you think that London has changed much since Blake has written the poem?  You should consider: the way he describes the streets and the faces of the people on the streets, the way he describes the actions and emotions of the infants, soldiers, prostitutes and chimney sweeps, the way he describes the streets at night and who is on them.  Finally, give your opinion of how much or how little London has changed since Blake wrote the poem.    
	Students read poem for meaning and structure of language in order to try and sequence poem properly

Students identify and define words to understand the language and meaning of the poem

Students identify and define words and extend vocabulary through writing words and thinking of synonyms.  Students also gain a better idea of how to describe emotions, objects, etc.

Students analyse and understand meaning of poem more thoroughly through guided class discussion.

Students write analytical essay from question about the poem.
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