PRESS KIT
As Death Toll Rises, Students Take Action
LA CROSSE, WI – September 30, 2004 – Over one thousand U.S. soldiers have lost their lives in the most recent Iraq War, and it’s time that somebody stands up and asks “Why?”  That’s exactly what a large number of students at UW-La Crosse did on the morning of Thursday, September 30.

A campus organization called The Progressives sponsored, “Tribute to the Fallen,” a stunning, dramatic, and thought-provoking memorial dedicated to the U.S. casualties in Iraq.  On the lawn between Witich Hall and the Hoeschler Clocktower, miniature crosses mark the death of each U.S. soldier lost in Iraq – 1054
 and counting.  Also, a large cross representing the estimated 13,000-15,000 Iraqi civilian casualties
 was placed in the field.
Following two short speeches at 10:50 am by Jon Plotz and Ryan Schryver, students gathered around the memorial for a 1-minute silence in honor of all those who’ve died in Iraq (including U.S. soldiers, coalition soldiers, U.S. and Iraqi civilians) and their families, friends, and loved ones.  Following the moment of silence, a bagpiper, dressed in traditional bagpiping attire, played a solemn and moving rendition of “Amazing Grace.”  Then, the name, age, rank, and hometown of each deceased soldier was read, along with the date that the soldier died.  The names began with the 31 fallen soldiers from Wisconsin and Minnesota.
“1054 U.S. casualties, at least 13,000 Iraqi civilian casualties, and zero weapons of mass destruction found,” says Progressives co-chair, Holly Jones.  “This tribute pays homage to those who died while visually showing the human price paid for George Bush and the entire administration’s dishonesty about Iraqi weapons of mass destruction.”

· Aside from the human cost of war, the War in Iraq has cost the U.S. approximately $137.6 billion.
  That’s enough money to fund approximately 6,671,000 4-year public university educations.


· 914 U.S. soldiers have died in Iraq since Bush declared major combat operations were over on 5/1/03.



· 593 U.S. soldiers have died in Iraq since Saddam Hussein was captured on 12/13/03.



· 195 U.S. soldiers have died in Iraq since the handover to the interim Iraqi government on 6/29/04.

· 7532 U.S. soldiers have been wounded in Iraq.

· From Wisconsin, 20 soldiers have died,
 120 soldiers have been wounded,
 and 2,252 Reservists and National Guard troops are on active duty.


· 3/30/03 Rumsfeld: "We know where they are. They're in the area around Tikrit and Baghdad and east, west, south and north somewhat." (Remarks, ABC, 3/30/03)

· 3/17/03 Bush: "Intelligence gathered by this and other governments leaves no doubt that the Iraq regime continues to possess and conceal some of the most lethal weapons ever devised." (Address, D.C., 3/17/03) 

· 6/03/03 Lt. Gen. James Conway: “We were simply wrong…. It was a surprise to me then, it remains a surprise to me now, that we have not uncovered [nuclear, chemical, or biological] weapons [in Iraq.] … believe me, it’s not for lack of trying. We’ve been to virtually every ammunition supply point between the Kuwait border and Baghdad, but they’re simply not there.” (L.A. Times 6/03/03)

How do you ask a soldier to be the last to die for a lie?

� http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2003/iraq/forces/casualties/


� http://www.iraqbodycount.net/


� http://www.costofwar.com


� http://www.costofwar.com/index-college-scholarships.html


� http://www.antiwar.com/casualties/


� http://www.antiwar.com/casualties/


� http://www.antiwar.com/casualties/


� http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2003/iraq/forces/casualties/


� http://www.icasualties.org/oif/bystate.aspx


� http://www.nationalpriorities.org/issues/military/iraq/highcost/wi.pdf


� DoD, “National Guard and Reserve Units Called to Active Duty,” September 15, 2004





