Government of Pakistan
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Dated Thursday, June 09, 2005
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF PAKISTAN

I had always considered the livestock as a very important asset of Pakistan’s economy. In my first address to the nation I had stated that ”Our country has an abundant livestock population and the government will therefore, encourage the development of export in milk and meat products”. 

Pakistan is fortunate that its 70% population is engaged in livestock production and marketing processes and all of us are its consumers getting milk, meat and eggs from it. But we are unfortunate that our poverty ratio is one of the highest in the world. We could not tailor the poverty alleviation with the livestock development plans at national or at provincial level. Neither could we exploit the commercial aspect of livestock farming. 

With the growing price of livestock and livestock products, this is high time to consider this sector as a major actor of our economic revival. I was pleased to know about the efforts of the Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the NWFP Agricultural University taking a lead in commercialization of their provincial livestock sector. I wish to attend this useful meeting and contribute my ideas in this development process.  


I hope a successful meeting and extend my sincere and maximum possible cooperation for implementing its recommendation

(General Pervez Musharaf)

Government of Pakistan

Prime Minster’s Secretariat

No.            /                   /         /

Dated Thursday, June 09, 2005
MESSAGE BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF PAKISTAN

I was pleased to listen to the news of the Livestock Investment Conference and Exhibition at Peshawar organized jointly by the academia and business community. It is a good interaction and is expected to lead to formulation of feasible commercial activities for benefit of all the stake holders, including the consumers and the export sector.

Recently, a policy for dairies and livestock industry has been formulated which will usher in a white revolution in the country. The policy was approved at a high level meeting. Pakistan is the fourth largest milk producing country in the world, according to the latest figures of the International Dairy Federation and we need to benefit from this huge potential.

Our government has approved the constitution of Dairy Pakistan Board with public-private partnership having representation from both government and private sectors. The policy envisages setting up of model farms across the country. The farms will raise animals and would be provided loans as well as other necessary veterinary facilities. It is expected that 1000 model farms will be set up by end of 2006 and the number is likely to increase to 11,200 by year 2015. It will create new job opportunities for three million people and provide business and employment in the rural areas, thus raising the standards of living of people in the rural area sand changing their entire landscape.


It is hoped that by the end of current financial year (FY) agriculture credit would reach Rs100 billion against the target of Rs85 billion. It is expected to reach Rs120 billion by FY06. All the commercial banks have been advised to recruit skilled agriculture staff and provide loans to the farmers at their doorstep, as they could not come to the bank offices. Reducing mark-up on agriculture credit to nine per cent from 14 per cent had also resulted in an increase in the demand. 


I look forward for a successful conference ending up in a feasible implementation strategy and ensure my support for its implementation.

(Shaukat Aziz)

Government of NWFP

Chief Minister’s Secretariat

No.CMS/                                 /

Dated Thursday, June 09, 2005
MESSAGE BY THE CHIEF MINISTER NWFP

It is my pleasure to know about holding of the Livestock Investment Conference and Exhibition at Peshawar. Such types of meetings really, are helpful in bridging the gap among various stakeholders and initiating useful commercial activities beneficial for all.

I have always seen livestock as a valuable natural resource. While looking at the Livestock Development Plan prepared by Dr.M.Subhan Qureshi I found it useful and sent it to the Minister for Agricultural for implementation. However, perhaps it could not fit into our departmental system as it was putting heavy responsibilities on government functionaries and contained non-traditional proposals. The provincial government is trying its best to improve the living status of the people through various resources and livestock sector is considered the best poverty alleviating and economy supporting tool. 

Doodh mela was a good event organized during previous days at Army Stadium Peshawar. The best cow and buffalo performed excellently and were awarded prizes. Interest of the livestock farmers was commendable. An incentive package was announced for establishment of dairy colonies outside the big cities. The provincial government will provide land and other facilities for this purpose, Insha Allalh. 

With conduction of the Livestock Investment Conference and Exhibition, I look forward for real changes in the sector as for the first time, the business, scientific, farming communities and other stakeholders are coming together to find a way out for bringing trade and commercial activities in the trade sector. The provincial government would like to extend their sincere cooperation for this job.

I thank all the delegates for their contribution into the conference.

(M.Akram Khan Durrani)

NWFP AGICULTURAL UNIVERSITY

No.AUP/AHD/                         /

Dated Thursday, June 09, 2005
MESSAGE FORM THE VICE CHANCELLOR


During the recent past I have seen many developments in livestock sector. On one side we had got a mega project on strengthening teaching and Research Facilities at the Faculty of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Sciences with a major objective of  establishing facilities for the new subjects of Animal Health. The Department of Animal Health was created at the University and we were lucky to have Prof.Amjed and Prof.Subhan for implantation of these programs.


The recently held Doodh Mela was a good opportunity for the local farmers to participate in the contribution and to have an access to the new development in the business sector. Our farmers have worked hard to preserve the dairy breeds and maintain them at a higher milk yield level.


The recent development of holding the Livestock Investment Conference and Exhibition at Peshawar was another good news. Sensitization of the local farmers at the recently held Dairy Seminar at this University, resulted in consideration of the sector by the business community. It is a healthy sign for the livestock farming and merging of the farming with the business activities is expected to bring a revolution in production and products processing and export activities in the province.
Our University will Insha ‘Allah extend, as before, full cooperation to the private sector, in training, research, development and innovation. I appreciate the efforts of the organizers and hope for establishment of a productive linkage among the academia, farmers and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

(Prof.Dr.Syed Khan Khalil)
Vice Chancellor

