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SC0402, ST3100
Course Expectations


	Mr. David Chan
	Room:  E311       Office:  E331

	Voicemail:  847.424.7400 Ext. 8009
	Dept. Chair:  Martha Hansen

	Email:  chand@eths.k12.il.us
	Email:  hansenm@eths.k12.il.us

	Webpage:  www.geocities.com/dschan77
	Science Office:  847.424.7520

	Office Hours: By appointment during Periods 2,5, 6 (MWF) or 6,7 (TR) and before/after school MTRF
INVEST: tutors available by recommendation/referral
	


First off...WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL!  I hope you had a wonderful summer and that you are eager to be back at school.  I am excited to begin this year new to the school, though not new to teaching.  Although I know you are dying to start your homework, let's go over some general information, shall we?

Materials

For every class, you will need to bring your science binder, your textbook, your homework, a calculator and a writing utensil.  

Class Format:

On "lecture" days, we will use the first portion of class to go over homework and answer any lingering questions.  Every student should be prepared to share his or her answers and contribute to class discussion.  Next, I will present new material, complete with demonstrations and sample problems.  Naturally, your attention and participation are required here as well.  Finally, we will begin any assigned homework, and answer any questions that develop from the new material.  

On "laboratory" days, you will be responsible for reading and preparing lab reports prior to coming to the lab.  Warning:  there may be lab quizzes at the beginning of the period on basic information from the lab handouts.  Although the analogy is often made, working in the lab is not the same as being in the kitchen.  We are not just following recipes to make products.  Finally, during lab, safety is the number one concern.  Students must adhere to all safety rules at all times.  

Do I have to memorize a lot in Chemistry?

In general, I will not ask you to memorize anything that I would not want to memorize.  If I ask you to memorize something, it is only because I feel you will definitely need it in the future.  

Attendance

Attendance in all classes, labs and tests is mandatory.  This will be enforced daily, according to Evanston's attendance policy.  Please see me first if you plan on missing a class, lab or test.  

Grading

Quizzes/Tests (50%):

All exams will be composed of multiple-choice questions, fill in the blanks, matching, short answers, and short essays.  Usually, there will be one test and approximately 1-2 quizzes per unit.  
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Laboratory (25%):

For grading, everybody starts with an "A".  Points will be taken off for poor technique, 

incomplete write-ups, or coming to class unprepared.  This is not to say that mistakes are not

going to happen.  I do not expect everyone to be "lab rats" from day one.  In the beginning,

you are not expected to know the proper technique for measuring volume.  However, after 

a couple of weeks, and after numerous attempts, you will be expected to know the proper

technique.  Please keep your working areas clean for the next class, and they will do the same

for you.  

Homework (25%):

Homework assignments and Cornell Notes will be checked for accuracy and timeliness using a stamping system.  Each assignment and accompanying notes will be worth 1 stamp on your syllabus, and each stamp will be worth 5 points.  Some assignments will be collected, while others will be checked during class.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that he or she understands the problems assigned and answers given on homework.  All assignments must be completed by the date due for full credit.  

Science Binder (included in Homework grade)

In addition, you are required to keep all of your papers in a binder.  Your binder should have sections for notes, handouts, homework, labs, and quizzes/tests.  Please be diligent, and try to keep this as organized as possible.  Having old homework, worksheets, quizzes and tests will make studying for the final much easier, trust me.  Binders will be checked and assessed on a bi-weekly basis.  Each student will also have access to a class folder to store their completed units.  
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Final Grade:

Your semester grade is made up of both quarter grades (40% each) and your final exam

grade (20%).  The final exam may contain a common assessment given to all chemistry 

classes at ETHS.  If a student fails two of the three components, then the final course grade 

is, by school policy, an "F."

Grading Scale:

A = 93-100%
B = 83-86%
C = 73-76%
D = 60-66%

A- = 90-92%
B- = 80-82%
C- = 70-72%
F = 0-59%

B+ = 87-89%
C+ = 77-79%
D+ = 67-69%

Late assignments:

Unexcused late work will not be accepted.  You will encounter some difficulties with homework problems at times.  This is expected.  There will also be times (though few in number) when your chemistry homework will not be your first and only priority.  Please just let me know of these situations, and exceptions can be made.  

Extra Credit/Class Participation

There may be some extra credit assignments given during the semester.  There will also be consideration given to those who participate actively in class discussions.  Being (productively) vocal in class can only HELP your grade.  Thus, I strongly encourage you to come to class prepared, and participate away!  
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Website
Copies of syllabi and selected handouts, including this one, will be made available on my website (www.geocities.com/dschan77).  Also, links to some useful sites will be placed as we progress through the course.  Grades can also be accessed via www.mygradebook.com.  Please refer to a separate handout on how to access your grade at any time during the course. 

Final Takes:  

1)  If you have any questions, at any time...ASK or CALL a friend, then me!  

2)  If you have any problems with my grading or policies, TELL ME!!! (After class)

3)  You will get as much from this class as you put in.  Therefore, please DO YOUR BEST!!!
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