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Project Options:

For this unit project, you will have a choice of the following project ideas.  

The goals are the following:

· to create a piece of writing that applies the concepts acquired in this unit of chemistry.  

· to explore alternative means of assessing your knowledge in chemistry

· to display your clever, witty, and/or creative side in science.

Project Value:  2 Lab grades (50 points under “Labs”)

General Requirements:

1) All projects will need to have a written component attached to them.  The length and format of this requirement will depend on the project and will be explained below.  

2) You may work with one partner for your project.  If you feel that your project requires more than one partner, you may seek permission from Mr. Chan to increase the size of your group.  

3) You will receive time in the computer lab and in class to work on your project.  It is your responsibility to complete your project outside of class if you need extra time.  Please see Mr. Chan if you wish to obtain a pass to work with a computer outside of class.

4) Presentations will consist of a workshop format where you will have the opportunity to share your work with others in an open coffee shop type environment.  All projects must at least be described and discussed, but performance of one's work is not required, though strongly encouraged.  

Autobiography of an Element


Based upon your newfound knowledge of trends, cycles, families, periods, properties (chemical and physical) in the periodic table, choose an element that you believe would match your personality.  Become the element, and describe its life from newborn (discovery) to present.  Justify your choice by providing comparisons of your personal characteristics and the element’s properties.  Include as many properties as possible.  Also, you may wish to describe what element you would have as a best friend.  What properties of another element attract you?


Requirements (2-3+ pages, double spaced), inclusion of a minimum of 3 properties of an element.

Skit Writing


You are in charge of developing a short skit (2-5 minutes) in which actors reveal some important information about the topics discussed in class (see below).  The skit can take on nearly any form that you can imagine:  TV commercials, Game show, Stand up routine, let your imagination run wild!


Requirements:  typed, plot summary (1 page) full script (2-3+ pages), *video or performance - (+10 points Extra Credit)

Poetry


Develop a poem that incorporates concepts learned in this unit (see below).  Some forms to consider include:  limericks, free verse, haiku, couplets, and any others that you've studied in English class.  Your poem should be creative and stick to the chosen format as best as possible.  


Requirements:  typed, 2-3+ pages, double-spaced, to be read/discussed in class.  

Comic Strip


Develop a comic strip that incorporates concepts learned in this unit (see below).  You are to showoff your artistic skills and your writing skills in a comic that develops a story or lesson in chemistry.  Who knows, your characters may end up in the Sunday comics!


Requirements:  illustrated, 16 or more boxes (4 sets of 4), to be displayed in class.

Other forms:  Short story, choose your own adventure, speech, any other ideas?  

Please ask Mr. Chan for approval.  

List of Unit Topics:  chapters 14+15:  

valence electrons

electron configurations

cations, anions

ionic and covalent compounds

properties of ionic and covalent compounds

metallic bonding

covalent bonding

single, double, and triple bonds

electron dot formulas

octet rule

VSEPR theory

polar, nonpolar covalent bonds

electronegativities

intermolecular forces

If you wish to write your assignment on another unit, please ask Mr. Chan first.  



IonicCovalentCreativeWritingAssignment.doc, 8/28/2004


