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Project – 2 lab grades + Lowest Quiz Replacement?
Handouts Section

Date Given:  May 18, 2005  


FOCUS:  Researching a myth, urban legend, kitchen science, and presenting findings.

Project Options:

For this unit project, you will have a choice of the following project ideas.  

The goals are the following:

· to create a piece of writing that applies the concepts acquired in this unit of chemistry.  

· to explore alternative means of assessing your knowledge in chemistry

· to perform research on a commonly held myth or idea and prove/disprove this myth
Project Value:  2 Lab grades + Optional Replacement for Lowest Quiz score

Important Project Dates:

Friday, May 20 – Idea for project due on paper.

Friday, May 27 – Rough draft of paper due (Project due for seniors)

Thursday, June 2 – Final day of presentations

Project Guidelines:

1) All projects will need to have a written component attached to them.  Your research should be summarized in a 2-3 page paper that is double spaced, 12 font max.    

2) You may work with one partner for your project.  If you feel that your project requires more than one partner, you may seek permission from Mr. Chan to increase the size of your group.  

3) You will receive a limited amount of time in the computer lab and in class to work on your project.  It is your responsibility to complete your project outside of class if you need extra time.  Please see Mr. Chan if you wish to obtain a pass to work with a computer outside of class.

4) Presentations will be made during the week of Final Exams Review (May 31 – June 3).  Extra credit (+10%) will be given to those who present on Wednesday, and (+5%) will be given to those who present on Thursday.  All remaining presentations must be made on Friday, June 3.  There will be no late papers or presentations accepted.      

Procedure:

1)  Choose a myth that you would like to explore.  You may choose one from the following suggestions, or better yet, research some ideas and choose one that is not on the list.  

2)  Perform research on your myth.  This should include Internet searches, print material searches, interviews, and any other valid source.  Please be sure to cite your sources at the end of your report.  

3)  Begin writing – summarize your findings in a 2-3 page paper. 

Some questions to consider:

· What is the background of your myth?  How much information is available through your sources?

· How common of a myth is it?  You may wish to take a small survey of your peers.

· Can you try it?  Be sure to document your findings either on paper, audio, or video.  

· Can you demonstrate it?  It would be great to demonstrate your myth findings if possible.

· What are the hard facts or science behind your discovery?  Can you explain how it works?

4)  Prepare presentation.  This can be a posterboard display, a tri-fold presentation board, a skit in the style of Mythbusters, or a short film in the style of Mythbusters,  Extra credit and larger group consideration will be given to the latter two project presentations.

5)  Ready, set, present – during the week of Final Exam Review.

Ideas from Classes – Bonus points if you choose something not on this list!

· Why are batteries are stored in the freezer?

· Can you clean a CD in the toilet?

· Can toothpaste be used to clean scratches on plastics or CD’s?

· Does a steak really help a black eye?

· Is germ-X really 99.9% accurate?

· Why can’t you fold a piece of paper 8 times?

· Can Aluminum foil clean a toilet bowl?

· How can you stop hiccups?

· Is yawning really contagious?

· Why is it so difficult to eat 6 saltines in one minute?  Or a gallon of milk in an hour?

· How hot would it have to be to fry an egg on the sidewalk?

· Why can’t you put Aluminum foil in the microwave?

· How does a cat keep its balance when jumping?  

· Can hairspray be used to erase pen marks?

· What will happen to a hot dog in a microwave for more than 5 minutes?

· What are some bloody nose remedies?

· Will batteries explode when they are thrown?

· Can you use a penny to fool a breathalyzer?

· How does tapping a pop after it has been shaken help?

· What is the science of sneezing?

· What are some ways to remove the smell of onions?  Why do people cry around onions?


MythbustersProject.doc, 05/17/05

