<Search Methods Examination>

Student # : 0146002

Name : 0146002

1. 


To do an advanced search in AltaVista, you should click on the “advanced search” text below the query box. If you get into that section then you should fill in the blanks what they are asking that you want to find. It has full range of field limiting. In my case, I’ve put in the word “rave culture and Korea” in the box to find out about the information of rave culture related to Korea.  Then you will get the information that you wanted. 

I think both of the engines are very useful. But I think Google is very convenient to show the related rate by percentages. It’s very helpful for me to decide should I open the resulted page or not.

a. 

Ixquick.com

This searches AltaVista, AllTheWeb, Excite, HotBot, MSN, Yahoo! and more. It has meta search for news, MP3, files, Pictures. And it also aggregates and ranks results. And Eliminates duplicates.

b. At first, I just searched with phrase like “Rave culture” but the results seemed to be so broad. So I narrowed it to “Rave party” and there were a lot of pages related to that. 

· Partyvibe collective – http://www.partyvibe.com
· Rave party von various –
http://www.bol-musikcd.de/rave_party_von/1714261.htm
3.  Which of the following search engines do NOT allow you to use truncation? 
 => AllTheweb, Academic Info 


4.  Which of the following search engines require you to use capitalization in Boolean searches? 
=> Google, AltaVista, HotBot 


5.  How are asterisks used in Google phrase searching? 
 => Asterisks(*) are used as wildcard for unspecified words in phrase searches. 

6.  Describe how you would type a search to find the following information. Type exactly what you would in the query box of a specific engine (keywords and search operators). Use two different engines for EACH of the following searches. This means you will use a total of eight (8) different engines. Be sure to test your answer to verify that it returns the desired results. 

   a. Information about Chihuahua dogs but not Mexico.
· Google.com – Chihuahua dogs –[Mexico]

· Alltheweb.com - Chihuahua dogs –[Mexico]

b.  Information about how to make ice cream at home. 
· Altavista.com – how to make ice cream+at home

· Ask jeeves – how can I make ice cream at home?



   c. Web pages with Ireland in the Web page titles. 
· Hotbot – Ireland+Ireland
· Excite – Ireland+Ireland 
 d. Web pages with Samsung in the Web page URLs.
· Yahoo – Samsung url 

· Ixquick – Samsung url


7. Tell in your own words what "stop words" are. 
 

= > Stop words are a kind of words that some search engines don't record extremely common words such as and, or, in, of, etc, in order to save spaces or to speed up searches. 
8. When does Google search common stop words? 
=> Quotes or + before words searches common or stop words.

9. What are "related searches" called on the following search engines? 
Google : Similar pages

AllTheWeb : 

AltaVista
HotBot 
10. Which of the subject directories on our chart is most useful to you in finding information related to your website or major, and why? Be sure to include this information on your site either under the About Me section or in some other way. 
Actually I usually used only yahoo.com for searching any kind of information I want. It’s not because it is useful just because I’ve used this for a long time so I’m familiar with it. But I found Britannica is also very useful when looking up for a academic resources.

11. What is the Invisible Web and why would you use it? 
The Invisible Web is what you cannot see in search results from general Web search engines as well as in subject directories.

Most of the Invisible Web consists of thousands of searchable databases. Search results from these databases are delivered to you in results pages for your particular search. These pages are not stored anywhere. Rather, search engines will generate the answer page for each query instead of storing all the possible pages with all the possible answers to all the possible queries people could submit. Search engines cannot find or create these pages. Also, search engines exclude some types of pages as a matter of policy. Apparently they have their own reasons for doing this.

I think we can use this when we want to hide the information from other people. Like a case that I want to share my information with only limited people that I know and I don’t want anybody else to look at it. 

