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Amateur Draft Rules

(By Clifford Blau

In the 1930's and 1940's, Major League teams began paying large bonuses to untried players.  Dick Wakefield was signed by the Tigers for $52,000, while Tookie Gilbert received $60,000 from the Giants.  At this time, the highest paid players were making less than $100,000 annually.  In order to force themselves to stop, they instituted bonus rules from 1946-1950 and 1953-1957.  These rules were designed to discourage teams from paying large bonuses by forcing them to keep the youngsters on their rosters rather than farming them out.  When that proved unsuccessful, a first year player draft was instituted, making players eligible to be drafted by Major League teams after their first professional season.  However, bonuses kept increasing.

    With the failure of the bonus rule and the first year player draft to reduce the cost of procuring talent, the Major Leagues instituted an amateur draft beginning in June, 1965. Originally, drafts were held at three times during the year. In January, early high school graduates were eligible. In June, other high school graduates as well as college players who had completed their sophomore year could be chosen. An additional draft was held in September for American Legion and other sandlot players. This latter round was eliminated after two years; sandlot players were included in the June draft but couldn't be signed until after their season ended. 

Continued on page 7
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Update from Burt Bloom on the 2/23/02 Regional Meeting

Fellow members of the Casey Stengel chapter of S.A.B.R.: You are cordially invited to attend our upcoming Winter Regional meeting on Saturday, February 23, 2002 at the same place we held our last meeting - the Flushing branch of the Queens Public Library located at 41-17 Main Street (corner of Kissena Boulevard). The meeting will begin in the downstairs auditorium once the library opens after 10 AM and will continue until sometime before 5 PM when the library closes. 

Admission is completely free; however, we ask that if you plan on attending the meeting that you register in advance by contacting Ross Adell at Rossmet@aol.com or by calling (718) 359-2033. Lunch that day will be on your own. We invite you to visit one of the many restaurants within an easy walk from the library. To schedule a research presentation, please contact Al Blumkin at (718) 833-1480. 

At this time, we are still trying to secure a guest speaker or two for the meeting. We will do the best we can! Our executive director, George Case, will update us on S.A.B.R. news. Mike Caragliano has a challenging trivia quiz for us. Joe Dittmar is preparing a super tough (but doable) photo quiz. Of course, there will be the usual Hot Stove baseball talk. How else are we going to make it through the long, cold, dark days of winter. 

Please invite a friend along to the meeting! For more information about the event and/or directions to the library, please contact Burt Bloom at BurtBloom@msn.com or by calling (718) 631-3643.Hope to see you on February 23, 2002! 
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From Steve Milman

The Stengel chapter September letter was a masterpiece of well-done interesting articles...Keep sending the [news]letters. 

From Jeff Korell
If you're a Yankee fan, forget that...a fan of baseball, forget that...a fan of sports, forget that...a fan of science fiction, forget that...If you're a living, breathing human being you have to appreciate what happened.

In 101 seasons on the baseball earth -- several of which have turned out fairly happily -- the Yankees had never hit game-tying home runs with two outs in the 9th inning in back-to-back games.  We're talking about more than 15,000 games, too, friends.

No team had ever won two games it trailed in the bottom of the 9th inning in the same World Series, let alone won two like that in two nights.  No team in 72 years had trailed a World Series game by two runs in the bottom of the 9th inning and won -- and then the Yankees did it two nights in a row.

Games like this pull our great city together – thanks, Yanks!!
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Notice to Subscribers

This newsletter, You Could Look It Up, is now online at http://www.egroups.com/group/NYCSABR in the FILES section.

You have the option of reading the Word.doc or .pdf  version (if you encounter problems, please alert me). The June 2001 and September 2001 Issues are there, and soon the previous newsletters will be online as well. 

If you have difficulty with the one-time registration (it's free, no private info required) at http://www.egroups.com/group/NYCSABR, contact me ebegley2@juno.com. You can specify "no email" and simply visit the site from the Web any time you like.

 If you do want the email, rather than going on the 'Net, you can get individual email or a daily digest. How much email can you expect? About 1 email per week. You can unsubscribe any time. 

Another way to access You Could Look It Up is by going to our local website: http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com. Just click on SABR e-Group: A place to exchange views and ideas.

Our chapter newsletter (You Could Look It Up) goes to the National Baseball (Hall of Fame) Museum and Library, to Len Levin's Lending Library (the SABR Research Exchange), and to the NY Public Library, which subscribes to it and catalogues it in the NYPL Periodicals Department

Many SABR members request copies of the research articles there from Len, and anyone may send in a research-based article, preferably with a New York flavor, at any time (no deadline).

 We encourage anyone to send us (Evelyn Begley, Frank Vaccaro, Roberta Newman)  whatever you think is "a must" for inclusion, such as photos, NYC SABR-related stories, events, researched articles of any length, member profiles, requests for assistance, trivia Q&A, and the other items of interest that you want to read

It's a wonderful way to make an improvement in this chapter, and to see your name credited in print, knowing it goes to the NYPL, the HOF, and to SABR. 
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Baseball Postponed by Tragedy:

Setting the Record Straight

(By Frank Vaccaro

They stood like prongs of a mammoth tuning fork, resonating freedom for all the world to hear. But this din frustrated the oppressive twelfth-century lifestyles of middle-eastern religious fanatics who spawned a network of bastard immigrants among us. They read the words on the Statue of Liberty, filled out immigration forms, and studied our flight manuals. On September 11 they overwhelmed the cockpit crews of four planes and knocked down the World Trade Center on national television. They killed some three thousand of their generous hosts.

 
Baseball¹s very appropriate six-day shut down - 98 games - was the most dramatic mass postponement of play in history, barring work stoppages. World War I saw the cancellation of 226 games after Labor Day, 1918, but that season¹s early termination had been scheduled over one month earlier. 

The previous record amount of games postponed due to sudden tragedy was 17 for the death, memorial, and funeral of Warren Harding, our 29th President, who contracted pneumonia in the summer of 1923 after a public relations trip

to Alaska. The assassination of William McKinley, our 25th President, by a Polish anarchist in Buffalo, New York, September, 1901, is the only other tragic event to postpone at least ten games. 

There are only four other instances where all major league games were canceled: The death of James Garfield, our 20th President, eleven weeks after himself feeling an assassin¹s bullet (9/20/1881, 4 games), the funeral for National League President Harry Pulliam (8/2/1909, 8 games), and D-day (6/6/1944, 2 games):  baseball was ready for D-day as Roosevelt had said "something would happen"

within two weeks. On only two occasions (9/28/44 and 4/30/25) weather postponed a full schedule in both the AL and NL.

 
Prior to September 11, the most recent tragedy to shut down major league baseball was the murder of civil rights visionary Martin Luther King in 1968 (4/8, 4/9, 6 games). Murdered April 4, the funeral seemed set to take place Sunday, April 7, while baseball opened on Monday. But the funeral was pushed to Monday and then to Tuesday amid nationwide grief and disorganization. Baseball commissioner William Eckert left it up to the teams to postpone or not. Awkward last minute postponements across the board each day cast a pall over the start of the season. Even worse, Dodger owner Walter O¹Malley made his Tuesday opener a night game "so it would be Wednesday, Atlanta time." The Phillies refused to play and the commissioner¹s office responded by threatening a forfeit and fines against Philadelphia. O¹Malley backed down, however, and the opener was postponed.

 
Two months later Democratic Presidential nominee Robert Kennedy was gunned down in Los Angeles, dying early in the morning of Wednesday, June 5. No games were canceled, baseball promising instead to delay all Saturday games until after Kennedy¹s burial at Arlington Cemetery. However civilians crowded the railroad route of Kennedy¹s train and after several were killed on the tracks, Kennedy¹s train slowed to a crawl. Stadiums of fans waited for hours, some games finally starting before Kennedy was in the ground.

Then President Lyndon Johnson declared Sunday a national day of mourning and at least three players flat-out refused to play despite Eckert again threatening fines: Rusty Staub, Bob Aspromonte, and Maury Wills. Milt Pappas stepped down as Cincinnati¹s player representative after Red manager Dave Bristol snarled "I¹ll use any nine guys!" In the end only four games were postponed on Saturday and two games Sunday. 

Tragedies often affect only games in one city,   the most serious of which include the left field bleacher collapse during a Phillie game that killed seven (8/8/1903, 7 games), the capsizing of the SS Eastland while moored to a dock on the Chicago river: initial reports calling over 1,800 dead

(7/24/1915, 5 games), and the race riots in Los Angeles that killed 45 (4/30/1992, 4 games). Similar riots in August of 1965 - the Watts riots - killed 31 but saw no postponements. The Columbine High School massacre leaving 13 dead in Colorado is a recent example (4/20/1999, 2 games).

 
Sometimes only one league will postpone games while the other league plays out it¹s normal schedule. Team Presidents or owners who died suddenly leading to a postponed schedule in one league include Israel Durham of the Phillies (7/1/1909), Charlie Ebbetts of Brooklyn (4/21/1925), and Miller Huggins of the Yankees (9/27/1929). When Cleveland owner Stanley Robison¹s daughter died (4/26/1899) he canceled a three game series.

 
Player deaths and funerals account for six cancellations: Al Thake (9/2/1872), Hub Collins (5/21/1892), Mike Powers (4/29/1909), Addie Joss (4/17/1911), Ray Chapman (8/17 and 8/20/1920) and Hal Carlson (5/29/1930). However, beginning with the death of Wilbert Robinson in August of 1934 it has become fashionable to honor a deceased member of baseball with a game. The sudden death of  51-year old umpire John McSherry (4/1/1996) led to the 8th game in history canceled by umpire sickness or non appearance and the first of its kind since the Baltimore Orioles beat up umpire Tom Connolly, August 21, 1901, a game that actually stood as a forfeit loss for Baltimore.

 
Four work stoppages by far have caused the most cancellations:  86 games in the early 1972 strike (4/2 to 4/14), 712 games in 1981 (6/12 to 8/9), 26 games in the two day strike of 1985 (8/6 to 8/7), plus 921 games in the huge 1994-1995 strike (8/12/1994 to 4/25/1995). The 1994 post-season, at least fifty games, was wiped out as well. 

Frank Vaccaro is a well-respected researcher and writer in New York’s Casey Stengel Chapter of SABR. 

With this issue, he now joins Evelyn Begley and Roberta Newman as editors of You Could Look It Up ---

Welcome, Frank!
The 1910 Championship of Manhattan: The First Subway Series

Part One: A Decade of Animosity

(By Bob Golon

The New York Yankees were the most dominant team of the 20th century.  Their 37 American League Pennants and 26 World Championships are the envy of every organization in Major League Baseball.  But at the beginning, the Yankees struggled for their very survival as a franchise, playing second fiddle to the mighty New York Giants of manager John McGraw.

 The Giants played at the Polo Grounds under Coogan’s Bluff at 156th Street in Manhattan.  It was one of the finest appointed ballparks of the day, and McGraw’s Giants attracted the wealthy and famous.  Their championship brand of baseball was a reflection of the fiery McGraw, and they endeared themselves to the baseball fans of New York.  

The Yankees of the early century were not so fortunate, and it wasn’t until the end of their first decade that the mighty Giants would even acknowledge their existence.  A glimpse of what was to come in New York baseball, the first “Subway Series,” was provided when the Giants agreed to play the Yankees in a 1910 post-season battle that was billed as “The Championship of Manhattan.” 

In 1900, Ban Johnson, the president of the Western League, decided to challenge the National League’s position as the only major league.  The National League had 12 teams and was extremely popular, but rowdyism and gambling threatened the game.

Looking to retrench, the NL dropped four of its least profitable teams.  Johnson saw this as an opportunity to expand east, and added Baltimore, Philadelphia, Washington, and Baltimore to his league.  He renamed it the American League, then aggressively set out to lure players to his new league, promising clean baseball and higher salaries.  One such player to jump leagues was John J. McGraw. 

 McGraw became player-manager of the Baltimore Orioles of the American League in 1901, so it can be said that the first manager of the franchise that would become the New York Yankees was John McGraw!  Johnson’s insistence for “clean baseball” did not sit well with the tempestuous McGraw, and by 1902, Johnson had run McGraw out of his league, suspending him for constant battles with umpires, fans, and opposing teams.  

McGraw would never forget and vowed revenge against Johnson.  His first task was to mastermind the undoing of the Orioles. McGraw persuaded Cincinnati Red’s owner John T. Brush to buy the Orioles and release their best players, including Joe McGinnity, Roger Bresnahan, Joe Kelley and McGraw himself.  They would all sign with the Giants, with McGraw becoming Giants manager in mid 1902.  Brush then sold his interests in both the Orioles and Reds, and bought the Giants from Andrew Freedman in 1903, setting the stage for an era of success in New York.

  Meanwhile, Ban Johnson knew that in order for his American League to be successful, he needed to establish a franchise in New York.  He convinced Frank Farrell and Bill Devery to purchase the struggling Orioles for $18,000 and move them to New York for the 1903 season.  Johnson’s invasion of New York enraged both McGraw and Brush.    

Farrell and Devery were of dubious moral standard themselves, but they had enough political clout with Tammany Hall to secure land on Broadway in Manhattan, between 165th and 168th streets, to hastily build a 15,000 seat wooden ballpark.  The park was situated on one of the highest points in Manhattan, and would become known as Hilltop Park.  The team would be known as the Highlanders or Hilltoppers, but the New York press would quickly rename them the Yankees.  

John McGraw took every opportunity to get revenge on Ban Johnson. When the Giants won the NL pennant in 1904, McGraw refused to play the American League champion Boston Pilgrims in the World Series, a direct slap at Johnson and his upstart league. The Giants would go on to a decade of success, led by pitcher Christy Mathewson, Turkey Mike Donlin, Joe McGinnity and Roger Bresnahan.  The Yankees would be another story.
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Prior to the two leagues calling a truce in 1903 by establishing the National Commission and the reserve clause, the Yankees were successful in luring pitcher Jack Chesboro from Pittsburgh and outfielder Wee Willie Keeler from Brooklyn.  Under manager Clark Griffith, they had some early success, finishing fourth in their initial season.

In 1904, behind Chesboro’s 41 wins, they took the Pilgrims to the final day of the season before finishing second with a record of 92-59.  It would be the high point of the decade.  They would slump to sixth place in 1905, rebound to second in 1906, but spend the rest of the decade in the second division.  While the Giants were either winning pennants or involved in exciting pennant races, the Yankees struggled.  They were only drawing an average of 300,000 fans to Hilltop Park, about one-third of what the Giants were drawing to the Polo Grounds. The Giants clearly owned New York.  The Yankees were a distant second.  

In 1905, Hal Chase, a young, slick fielding first baseman, cracked the Yankees starting lineup.  He would become the Yankees only bonafide star of the first decade.  Chase was gifted on the diamond, charming and glib off of it, but did not always walk the straight path.  In fact, he was rumored to be involved with considerable gambling on baseball games, including those of his own team. 

Chase’s exploits did not sit well with his teammates, but Ban Johnson turned his back, as Chase was the Yankees' only star and key to the ultimate success of the American League in New.York.

In 1909, the Yankees named George Stallings to replace Kid Eberfield as manager.   Stallings had an immediate impact, improving the Yanks from 51 wins in 1908 to 74 in 1909.  More importantly, they established their own loyal following among New York fans.  Attendance jumped to over 500,000, and there was talk of a new ballpark, seating 50,000 fans, for 215th Street in Manhattan.  


Expectations were high for 1910.  The Yankees were eager to shed their tag as “the invaders,” but a good 1910 season would be necessary.  Frank Farrell had long wanted to confront his National League rivals on the field, but the timing had to be right.  He hoped that the 1910 season would at long last give him the parity he needed to bargain with Brush and McGraw.  



(To be continued next issue)

Bob Golon presented this as a PowerPoint Presentation at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in early 2001 to such enthusiastic acclaim that he has been invited to return there.
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1. Which brothers opposed each other in 3 straight World Series?

2. Who won a   record 5 doubleheaders?

3. Which brothers caught a  record  1,882 games?

4. Who lost 2 WS games on consecutive days in 1 year, and won 2 WS games on consecutive days in another year?

5. What MVP led the league in err ors at his position, hit into the most double plays, and was tops in strikeouts the year he won?

(Answers on page 11)

Westchester Baseball Group Report

(By John Vorperian
The Westchester Baseball Group starts 2002 with a visual event.  Local artist & SABR booster Charles DeSimone talks January 10, 2002, 7 pm, about “BASEBALL & ART”  at the Greenburgh Public Library, Elmsford, NY.  He will bring some of his paintings.  Diamond Greats like Mickey Mantle, Hank Aaron, Joe DiMaggio, Stan Musial, and Yogi Berra are part of Mr. DeSimone’s collection.

Where has W.B.G. been?  The season’s big news was one of the Group’s founders Ken Matinale headed off to the Great Southwest.  Yet, the year’s biggest news was Ken returned.  In the New Year Carroll Zahn becomes San Diego’s gain.  We wish him well and know the Ted Williams Chapter gets a super baseball stat-man.

For those keeping score, here’s a 2001 summary chart.

Month

Guest(s)


Talked about:
Jan

Sal Yvars

    1951 Giants/stealing opponents signs



Jack Randall
     reporting ’44 Dodgers training camp

Feb
late Sam Korn
’38 season, Clark family, & H.O.F.



Joe Gulia


All-time Yankee-in-Heaven Team



Eric Weiss


BRUTAL trivia quiz

Mar
Mark Alvarez

Publishing & SABR



John Vorperian
2 reviews TOTAL SPORTS books

Apr     Doug Lyons    co-author of book, CURVEBALLS &

 SCREWBALLS

May
Leigh Grossman
author “RED SOX HANDBOOK”

Jun

Barbara Davis

Lou Gehrig & New Rochelle

Jul

Prof. Tom Pendleton
Jack Dunn’s Balt. O’s

Aug
Marty Appel
NOW PITCHING FOR THE 

YANKEES



Terry Fudin

webmaster votein munson

W.B.G. honored Thurman Munson

Sep
Ken Matinale
His adventure/ we saw baseball videos

W.B.G. made Ted Williams member

Oct
G.M. Steve Gliner

Business of Minor Leagues

Nov----NO MEETING; WE WATCHED 

DESTINY IN THE DESERT

Dec
Tom Pedulla
‘85-’95 Yankees, & answered lots of ?s



Carroll Zahn


Barry Bonds Stats

Brooklyn..er..Baltimore Redux

(By Harold V. Higham

(reprinted  from May, 2001, with additions)

I must down to Orioles Park again

To Camden Yards and the open sky

And all I ask is a good baseball game

And a sunny day to watch it by.

 In the year 2001, the 125th Anniversary of the inaugural year of the National League and the 100th Anniversary of the inaugural year of the American League, I am returning to Baltimore and the enjoyment of another Baltimore Baseball Weekend presented by the Bob Davids Chapter of SABR. It's a three game series between the Baltimore "Orioles" and the New York "Yankees", May 4, 5 & 6.

I know that when I am sitting in the "Nosebleed Section" er, I mean the upper deck, I will have the feeling of being at home. In addition to the hospitality of the hosts and the camaraderie of everyone attending, there are the subtleties of time, place and people that also warm. History, birds and Brooklyn will be in the air.

Many attending this weekend are presently from Brooklyn, or like myself were born and raised there and moved on and/or have settled here from Brooklyn. Baltimore, Brooklyn and the 19th and early 20th century success of Major League Baseball are all intertwined. Indeed, the "Yankees" are in the mix as well.

In 1872, my Great-Grandfather, Richard "Dick" Higham, hit .343 for the "Lord Baltimores" of the National Association of Professional Base Ball Players, which preceded the National League. It was the team's first year of play. Nicknamed the "Canaries" for their bright yellow uniforms, they finished in third place.

In 1876, the New York "Mutuals" ceased operations in the National League. The Brooklyn "Hartfords" did the same in 1877. In 1883, the Troy "Trojans" resettled in New York City and two years later became the New York "Giants". It 
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Baltimore American Base Ball Club, 1897

wasn't until 1890 that Brooklyn fielded another team in the senior circuit. Likewise, in 1892, the Baltimore "Orioles" entered the League.

The Brooklyns, known variously as the "Gladiators", the "Wonders", the "Superbas", the "Robins" and eventually the "Dodgers" were, along with the "Orioles" of Baltimore, subject to the same crossover or syndicate ownership. Over time, this resulted in one team's player roster being favored over the other. In fact, due to problems in the National League itself, the "Orioles" halted business at the end of 1899, and most of its best men were sent to Brooklyn. Interestingly, John McGraw and Wilbert Robinson, two well-known stalwarts of the team, played the 1900 season with St. Louis. But with the birth of the American League in 1901, they were hired to helm the Baltimore entry, once more called the "Orioles".

In 1903, all previous political obstacles to the American League moving into the more lucrative environs of New York City having been overcome, its Baltimore franchise was moved to new grounds in that city called "Hill Top Park" and the "Orioles" became the New York "Highlanders".

When the "Highlanders" changed hands in 1915, the new owners wanted to call them the "Knickerbockers", possibly for reasons of esteemed provenance, but certainly for a commercial tie in, but it was not to be. 

The New York press having dubbed them the "Yankees" two years before, "Yankees"" it was to be and has remained. 

In the meantime, John McGraw and Wilbert Robinson, became manager and coach of the New York "Giants".

About 1913, due to financial difficulties being experienced by Brooklyn, a plan was afoot to possibly move the team to Baltimore, thus putting a National League team back in place. However, the owner, Charlie Ebbets, whose name is immortalized in the still famous although bygone Brooklyn baseball field, received a close to the end reprieve. The next year, a bit of a falling out occurred between the "dynamic duo" of the New York "Giants" and Wilbert Robinson left to manage Brooklyn. In the spirit of the situation, and based on the cleverness of the New York press once again, the Brooklyn team was then called the "Robins" in honor of "Uncle Robbie" Robinson, its pilot.

At this point, I would not want to fail to note that a juxtaposition of the events of 1913 and 1914, coupled with the new nickname for the Brooklyn team, could possibly have resulted in the fielding of the Baltimore "Robins".

During all of this National League and American League activity, Baltimore was not without a baseball team. From 1903 to 1953, the Baltimore "Orioles" were a member of the International League. Interestingly, one logo emblazoned on their shirts, for a period of time, consisted of the team name and a bat across it with an oriole perched at either end, reminiscent of a design to be found on the shirts of the St. Louis "Cardinals". In 1954, it was as not the "Cardinals", but the "Browns" of St. Louis who came to Baltimore and remain to this day as the "Orioles". Could this have been an attempt to read the auguries, but of the wrong entrails?

Together with its earlier contribution of players and later a franchise, clearly, Baltimore has played a very real part in the "natural" rivalries - the "Dodgers" over the "Giants" for the National League Pennant and onto the "Yankees" and the World Series - which was the sports scene in which I grew up. It also permitted the City of New York, which by then included the City of Brooklyn, to boast having three Major League Baseball teams, a professional sports phenomenon which was to continue until 1957, when the "Dodgers" and the "Giants" went west. Having said all that, and for posterity's sake, it should also be remembered that while New York claims to have "The House that Ruth built", Baltimore has "The House that built Ruth".

So you see, given my ancestor's previous engagement and being from Brooklyn, I can not possibly be for the "Yankees".  Even having moved away would not absolve me of such a sin. Rooting for Baltimore, on the other hand, is like rooting for Brooklyn, once again.

Whether the "Canaries", the "Orioles"" or possibly the "Robins" or the "Cardinals" or even the  "Ravens" as well, they may not actually be "Dem Bums", but they certainly are "Da Boids" and I'm "witcha Bali'more".

See y'all at Camden Yards.

With profound apologies to John Mansfield, Poet Laureate of England (1838-1901) and grateful acknowledgement to: BASEBALL, THE GOLDEN AGE, Harold Seymour, Ph. D., Oxford University Press, 1971; THE BALL CLUBS, Donald Dewey & Nicholas Acocella, HarperCollins Publishing, Inc., 1996; BASEBALL IN BALTIMORE, James H. Bready, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998; and TOTAL BASEBALL, SIXTH EDITION, John Thorn, Pete Palmer, Michael Gershman and David Pietrusza, Total Sports, 1999.
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Amateur Draft Rules

(By Clifford Blau

(Continued from page 1)

Beginning in 1967, college students were not eligible until they turned 21 or graduated. In 1976, this was amended so that they could be drafted after their junior year.

The January and June drafts consisted of two phases, primary and secondary. The primary phase was most important in June, and the secondary was preeminent in January.   Selections in the primary phase are made in reverse

order of the standings in the previous season, with the two leagues alternating picks, as in the Rule V draft. 

Draft positions for the secondary phase were originally chosen by lot within each league,  with the two leagues alternating picks. Teams are not allowed to trade draft positions, although from 1976 on, they were used as free-agent compensation. They have 15 days in which to begin negotiating with the draftee and have to sign him at least 15 days before the next draft (7 days starting 1984) or before he starts fall classes if selected in June.

Unsigned players went into the secondary phase, where a team other than the one that had failed to sign him could draft the rights to sign him. College juniors who didn't sign were not eligible for the January secondary phase after 1976. Starting in 1972, the order of picks in the secondary phase was revised. Those with picks in the first half in 1972 would pick in the second half in 1973, alternating in subsequent years. Within those groups,  the order was determined by lot.

In 1987, the secondary phase and the January draft were eliminated. Teams had nearly a full year to sign their picks. If they failed to sign their first round selection, they were awarded an extra choice at the end of the first round in the next draft.

Originally, only residents of the United States of America, excluding territories, were eligible for the draft. In 1985, others attending school in the USA were also subject. Beginning in 1989, residents of Puerto Rico (and other territories) were made eligible for the draft as well. At that time, Puerto Ricans had to be at least seventeen to be drafted; in 1991, this was changed so that they were not eligible until their high school class had graduated, while Canadians were now subject to the draft. 

Sources-

The Major League Rules in the Baseball Blue Book,

 The Sporting News, Baseball America, USA Today Baseball Weekly, New York Times, 

The Baseball Draft  by Allan Simpson,
Baseball's Biggest Blunder  by Brent Kelley

Outstanding Original Baseball Research can be found by Cliff Blau  (and others) at http://users.erols.com/brak. 

Cliff even tracked down two of the “missing” hidden-ball tricks pulled by Frankie Crosetti (both against Detroit) as a follow-up to the Bill Deane article, The Old Hidden-Ball Trick, New York Style (September 2001 Vol. 2, Issue 2 of You Could Look It Up). 

They are: 6/19/36, on Goose Goslin in the 8th inning

         And  7/16/37, on Boots Poffenberger in the 3rd.

Bravo!

Met Matters

(By Ross Adell

 (… continued from last Issue …)

In a telephone conversation I had in 2000 with fellow SABR member, Brooklyn resident Bill Weber, we talked about some important games that the Mets played in the 2 previous Pirate venues, Forbes Field and Three Rivers Stadium. The games that we came up from that phone conversation is the basis for this list.  I’d also like to thank Al Blumkin for his contribution to this article.

     So here they are in chronological order!  How many of them do you remember? 

Three Rivers Stadium

September 27, 1970: Mets lose to the Pirates, 2-1 enabling Pittsburgh to win the National League Eastern Division. The Pirates would also win the NL East in 1971 and 1972 before the Mets regained the NL East crown in 1973.

September 30. 1972: Mets lose to the Pirates, 5-0 as Roberto Clemente records the 3000th and final regular season hit of his career, a double against Jon Matlack.

September 18, 1973: The Mets score five runs in the top of the ninth inning after trailing 4-1 and defeat the Pirates, 6-5.Felix Millan’s two- run triple, Ron Hodges’ RBI single and Don Hahn’s two-run single were the key hits in the inning. In the bottom of the ninth, Bob Apodaca makes his major league debut and walks the first two batters he faces before he is replaced by Buzz Capra.

August 8, 1974: On the evening that President Richard Nixon delivers his resignation speech, the Mets lose to the Pirates, 4-3.  Richie Zisk ends the game with a solo home run against Jon Matlack in the bottom of the ninth inning.

August 3, 1975: In the first game of a doubleheader, former Met Duffy Dyer hits a game-ending home run in the last of the 15th inning against Bob Apodaca as the Bucs won 5-4.  The Pirates also won the nightcap 4-3.

August 12, 1977: The Mets lose a twin bill to Pittsburgh, 3-2 and 6-5, but the big story took place in the second game.  In the sixth inning, Felix Millan and Pirate catcher Ed Ott are involved in a brawl. Ott was ejected and Millan wound up with a fractured collarbone and a separated shoulder.

June 30, 1978: Mets beat the Pirates, 6-5. The game ended when Dave Parker was thrown out at the plate on a throw by right fielder Joel Youngblood.  Parker collided with Mets’ catcher John Stearns and wound up with a broken cheekbone.  For you trivia fans, future Met coach Bill Robinson was the batter who hit the ball to Youngblood.

May 16, 1983:Mets had a pair of four-run innings en route to an 11-4 victory over the Pirates.  Darryl Strawberry smacked his first major league home run in the fifth inning against Lee Tunnell.

June 6, 1984: Dwight Gooden threw no-hit ball for seven innings before Pirate right fielder Doug Frobel led off the eighth inning with a single.  Doc wound up with a no-decision.  Pirates scored an apparent run in the ninth to win the game as Lee Mazzilli scored on a sacrifice fly by Jason Thompson.  But the Mets appealed, and Mazzilli was called out for leaving third base too soon. Wally Backman scored the winning run in the top of the 13th inning on a wild pitch by Rod Scurry giving the Mets a 2-1 victory.

April 8, 1986: Gooden became the first Met pitcher to record a complete game victory on opening day in eight years as the Mets beat Pittsburgh, 4-2.  The last Met pitcher to garner a complete game victory on opening day was Jerry Koosman, when he beat Montreal on April 7, 1978.

August 6, 1988: Mets with three runs in the eighth, defeated the Pirates, 5-3.  Pirate relief pitcher Jim Gott balked home two of the runs in the eighth.  (This was the first time that yours truly attended a game at Three Rivers Stadium.  Fellow SABR members Burt Bloom and Phil Goldberg were also in attendance).

October 3, 1990: Frank Viola won his 20th game of the season as the Mets won 6-3.  Viola became the 18th pitcher in major league history to win 20 games in both the American League and the National League.  Jerry Reuss started for the Pirates and became the 22nd player and eighth pitcher to appear in four decades.  Also in this game, Chris Jelic homered for the Mets in the eighth inning in his final major league at bat.

April 14, 2000:Mets win 8-5 in 12 innings as Mike Piazza gets five hits in a game for the first time in his career.

May 11, 2000: In the final Met game at Three Rivers Stadium, Al Leiter scattered eight hits and struck out eight in a route-going performance as the Mets won, 3-2.

Sources: 

 The New York Times

 The Sporting News

 New York Mets 2001 Media Guide

 This Date In New York Mets History by Dennis D’Agostino

Yankee Clippings

(By Al Blumkin

The Yankees' latest string of World Championships ended this year in Game 7 of the 2001 World Series when the Arizona Snakes scored twice off Mariano Rivera in the bottom of the ninth at Bank One Ballpark. The Yankees were

running on fumes after two difficult and emotional series with the Oakland A's and the Seattle Mariners.

They overcame a 2-0 game deficit against Oakland in a best-of-five series. The Seattle series was very emotional as they successfully protected their 1998 legacy when they won 114 games that season and carried it through to a World Championship. 

There will be major changes on the team for next year. Paul O'Neill and Scott Brosius have retired. The Yankees are actively pursuing A's free agent Jason Giambi to replace Tino Martinez at first base. Tino Martinez had a very good year and, like Tony Perez with the Reds, will be missed as a clubhouse presence. Chuck Knoblauch, who had a bad year and is useless unless he is reaching base probably will go.

The starting pitching remains strong with Clemens, Pettitte, and Mussina. Orlando Hernandez is questionable and the relief pitching needs shoring up. Joe Torre doesn't seem to have much confidence in Ramiro Mendoza. Rivera should not have had to pitch 2 innings in the last game of the Series.

The Yankees' core of position players will remain. Jorge Posada, Derek Jeter, Alfonso Soriano and Bernie Williams give them extraordinary long-term strength up the middle. Jeter's injury, which occurred in Oakland, hampered his offense terribly throughout the rest of the post-season.
A Brooklyn Eagle Soars as a Phoenix Arising  from Ashes

… and other chapter information and events ….

by Evelyn Begley

The late Harold Parrott worked for the Brooklyn Eagle and the Brooklyn Dodgers (among other teams) before he wrote what is now considered a collectors’ item: The Lords of Baseball: A wry look at a side of the game the fan seldom sees ----  the front office  (Praeger Press, 1976)
Why is this such a hard-to-find book? Because Walter O’Malley bought 14,000 of the original 15,000 copies in the first (and only) printing of the book, according to Brian Parrott, the youngest of Harold Parrott’s 4 sons.

The family (which includes NYC SABR member Tod Parrott) has reissued the book, keeping the original Foreword by Red Smith, and adding a new Fast Foreword by Dave Anderson (Longstreet Press, 2001).

[image: image15.wmf] Parrott, a New York native and alumnus of St. John’s, was a sportswriter for the Brooklyn Eagle and traveling secretary for the Brooklyn Dodgers (later being employed by the California Angles, the Seattle Pilots, and the San Diego Padres)  so when he wrote the inside stories about Larry MacPhail, Branch Rickey, the McKeevers and the O’Malleys, as well as Charles O. Finley, C. Arnholt Smith, and Dewey Soriano, it should have been expected that at least one lord of baseball would scoop up all existing copies.  

Brooklynite Al Blumkin (SABR’s retired Trivia Champ from 1998-99), is one of the few people in possession of the original book. The book does pay respects to its heroes as well, most of them being the Dodger players themselves.

On February 9th, Colleen Parrott, and members of   Harold Parrott’s family will discuss The Lords of Baseball at the Union Square branch of Barnes and Noble (33 East 17th Street), where a book signing and related events will follow the Q&A. Proceeds from all sales of the new edition are donated to the Bonfire Foundation.

Look for additional postings to our NYC Chapter website http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com, the national webpage www.sabr.org, our “Archives” Calendar section of  http://www.egroups.com/group/NYCSABR,  SABR Forums, and SABR-L.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

*Anyone wishing to contribute to the compilation of our Chapter’s History can contact our webmaster, Steve Nadel gongee@att.net. 

Steve continues to work alone on our much-improved website and gratefully welcomes all help from chapter members!

*Do we want something similar to what Larry McCray has for his chapter (Bob Davids) where members are listed with a brief SABR-type bio/or interest (research pursuits)? 

Notice there is no commitment to "do more" --- only a short "Here's what I like doing, baseball-wise" Is this for us, too?

http://members.bellatlantic.net/~mccrayl/On_Deck.htm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

*Is there enough interest to pursue a re-dedication (perhaps) of another Plaque marking the birthplace of the National League at 673 Broadway (according to Lawrence Ritter in East Side, West Side, p. 61-62) since the original bronze plaque installed in 1951 is gone? 

*Is there interest in a dedication of the founding of the National Association (a few blocks north)? Contact ebegley2@juno.com
*Manhattan Neighborhood Network has renewed our cable-TV show for the 3rd time so we are still scheduled every Monday night at 7:30 through March 18th, 2002 which will be our 91st episode. So far, all the episodes (except one) have been the videotapes of the speakers at the Barnes and Noble Baseball Book Author Series.

 Even though we can use the MNN facilities to host a Talk Show, a Live Call-in show, one-on-one interviews, and other creative options, there has been no feedback about pursuing a different approach.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

*The original B&N videotapes, as well as the SABR-related videocassettes available for viewing, are listed at the informal “archives” section we are currently using on the Web:http://www.egroups.com/group/NYCSABR in FILES.

Minor Differences: Yanks in Staten Island; Mets in Brooklyn

(By Jeff Korell

On June 14, 2001, I was given a personal tour of the (then) brand new Richmond County Bank Ballpark at St George,  by  the owner of the Staten Island Yankees, Josh Getzler. I was thoroughly impressed by the brand new state-of-the-art features.  

Almost every ballpark in professional sports has these "rotating advertisement" banners behind home plate, and on the first base and third base lines.  Well, this ballpark is more advanced than any of those professional ballparks including most Major League ballparks in that it has Diamond Vision color videoboards for the alternating ads instead of the roller in the long rectangular box that all of the other professional ballparks have. Truly state-of-the-art. 

These alternating advertisement boards are not behind home plate or on the first or third base sides, but rather, at various intervals along the outfield fence. Also, there is the standard Diamond Vision color message is necessary and replay board atop the scoreboard.  Atop the Diamond Vision board is a replica Verrazano Bridge with an "RC" on the bridge cables, which happens to be (including the bridge) the corporate logo of Richmond County Bank. 

Another unique feature of this ballpark is the "rising and falling" Batter's Eye.  Most Batter's Eyes are these big black stationary structures.  However, the here goes up and down like a Garage Door, before and after a game, and is raised only to the level that, so the view of the water and the skyline isn't disturbed. 

Still a magnificent view for any professional ballpark anywhere at any level of baseball, is in the Richmond County Bank Ballpark. Sadly, since September 11, the New York Skyline isn't nearly as "magnificent" as it was last Summer when I was attending Staten Island Yankees games. The view is still very nice, though, with the remaining buildings in the Skyline, all the Bridges, the water and the many boats going by, and of course, the Statue of Liberty. 

[image: image4.jpg]



Photo by Jeff Korell

But the Skyline view isn't quite the same with the World Trade Center missing from it, although you can now see the Empire State Building a lot better than you used to be able to from that ballpark. It was a much nicer view before, when the World Trade Center was the most prominent part of it.

Fans could constantly watch the Staten Island Ferryboats entering and leaving the Terminal throughout an entire game, and hear the boat whistles.  Ocean-Going Cargo Vessels and Barges can be seen passing by in the waters behind the stadium.  Besides the New York City skyline, the Brooklyn, Manhattan, Williamsburg, Bayonne, George Washington, and yes, the Verrazano Bridges (if you look to the far right), all fully in view!  There will be a shuttle S.I.Rail train going back and forth between the ferry terminal and a new train station built directly underneath the ballpark, although you can easily walk from the terminal to the ballpark.  If you drive there, parking is $3...not too bad.

In Brooklyn, there is a "sea of ads" covering the entire Outfield Fence (two levels of them!), and they extend all the way around to the area behind Home Plate. The views, while very nice and very exciting at the Brooklyn Ballpark, are much better at the Staten Island ballpark.
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Photo by Jeff Foust

Having been to both Richmond County Bank Ballpark at St George (Staten Island) and Keyspan Park (Brooklyn), I still feel that the Staten Island ballpark is MUCH more beautiful than the Brooklyn ballpark. It looks much cleaner, with fewer ads, only the Video ones I described spaced out at an interval on the Outfield Fence, but with no ads at all behind Home Plate, First Base, or Third Base. Upstairs are truly awe-inspiring Luxury Sky Boxes! I can't believe this is only a short season Single A franchise! 

 Plush, carpeted Luxury Boxes hold a cozy sofa, several easy chairs, a bar, a sink, a refrigerator, a microwave, and a buffet table, plus waiters and room service from time to time. There is a windowsill with barstools on it (facing the field), and a terrace with seats for the occupants of the Luxury Sky Box to go outside to see the game.

Every one of the soft, comfortable folding seats has a cup holder.  In almost every other ballpark, including the Majors, the only seats that seem to have these are the Field Level box seats.  Even the farthest seats have cup holders. An extensive Picnic Area is in the right field corner before the Foul Pole.  Some of the blue metal picnic tables are right on the Field Level at the same height as the players.  (Anyone for a Foul Ball Sandwich?).

THAT HAVING BEEN SAID........I think that Keyspan Park in Brooklyn is a MUCH MORE FUN.......MUCH MORE EXCITING place to see a ball game than Richmond County Ballpark in Staten Island.

The atmosphere at Keyspan Park is always electric and exciting. You have that Carnival-like, Amusement Park atmosphere when you're there..with the colorful lights everywhere, and lights moving around all over the place like water..the loud music...and of course, the ring of Neon Lights on the Light Towers that flash wildly whenever a Cyclone hits a Home Run.

Keyspan Park definitely has a Big League atmosphere, a true urban Big City feel. Richmond County Ballpark, on the other hand, maintains that Minor League feel and atmosphere. New York City and Baseball – what a combination!!

Editor’s Note – The photo of Keyspan park’s seat was taken from http://www.klx.com/ballparks/seatdesigns.html where Jeff Foust (SABR) asks: Seat Designs: Separated at Birth? Reviewing the photos I took of numerous ballparks during the 2001 season, I came across these two photos showing nearly identical designs at the ends of rows of seats in two different ballparks. See for yourself:

The two logos on either side of the batter represent the Village of Schaumburg and the Schaumburg Park District, to the best of my knowledge. (Photo taken 2001 July 11).
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Photo by Jeff Foust

Fascinating! 

     Jeff commented on the seat (Keyspan park) by saying, “The two logos here represent the old Brooklyn Dodgers and the New York Mets, the parent club of the Brooklyn Cyclones, who call Keyspan Park home. (Photo taken 2001 July 21).

     “I don't recall seeing these designs in any of the 65-70 ballparks I have visited, but if they show up in these two parks, it's possible this is a design common to others. If you know any more about this, please drop me a line at jfoust@alum.mit.edu “

Imagine going to almost 70 ballparks and these are the 2 that seem to be virtually identical! I found Jeff’s photos through the SABR Forums, under Committees (Ballparks) where Jeff‘s post titled “Seat Designs”  was: 

“Looking through the photos I took of ballparks during the 2001 season, I noticed that two parks, Alexian Field in Schaumburg, IL, and Keyspan Park in Brooklyn, NY, have nearly-identical artwork, for lack of a better word, at the end of each row of seats. The metal designs, attached to the end of each row, featured an old-time ballplayer standing, resting a bat on his shoulders, superimposed on two crossed bats. Circles on either side of the design were used for either team or municipal logos.

“To see photos of what I'm talking about (which may make far more sense than my description), see http://www.klx.com/ballparks/seatdesigns.html
“I've been to several dozen ballparks, but these are the only two parks where I've seen such identical designs (most don't have any such artwork at the end of their rows, of course.) 

Is this a common design used in other ballparks? Is it associated with a particular architectural firm or other company? It's hardly a major issue, but after noticing the designs were in parks I visited just 10 days apart, it has piqued my curiosity. ----Jeff Foust jfoust@alum.mit.edu 

For anyone wishing to visit this at SABR Forums, go to:

http://www.sabr.org/htdocs/dcforum/DCForumID8/4.html#
[image: image16.wmf]
  By

   EDDIE GOLD

1. Irish (Emil) Meusel of the NY Giants and Bob Meusel of the NY Yankees in 1921, 1922, and 1923.

2. Iron Man Joe McGinnity of the NY Giants.

3.    Catcher Bill Dickey of the NY Yankees caught 1,712 games and George Dickey of the Chicago White Sox caught 170 games.

4      Hugh Casey of the Brooklyn  Dodgers in 1941 and 1947.

5. Second baseman Joe Gordon of the 1942 NY Yankees.


From Eddie Gold’s 1986 Baseball Quiz Book
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Book Review by John Vorperian
THE NEW YORK METS ENCYCLOPEDIA by Peter C. Bjarkman (Sports Publishing Inc.) Hardcover, available online www.sportspublishinginc.com or toll-free: 1-877-424-BOOK, (2665)

   “Can’t anybody here play this game?”  Who would of thunk it?  From lovable losers to the Amazins’, the New York Metropolitans have given Baseball some of the Game’s most hysterical and historical moments.  Now, in a handy sized volume Peter Bjarkman has compiled the Franchise’s story. THE NEW YORK METS ENCYCLOPEDIA covers the team’s 39-season history.

   From ’62 NL doormats, to 1969 Miracle Mets, 1986 World

Champs to the 2000 Subway Series, all the Gotham Greats are named.  Sure, we know the legends, Willie Mays, Duke Snider, Tom Seaver, Nolan Ryan, Gil Hodges, Gary Carter, Richie Asburn, Yogi Berra, and the Ol’ Perfessor, Casey Stengel.  But what about these Mets?  Pumpsie Green, Del Unser, Choo Choo Coleman, Don Zimmer, Gus Bell, Calvin Schiraldi, Willie Randolph, Rick Cerone, and Larry Bowa.  You can look them up, in THE NEW YORK METS ENCYCLOPEDIA.


As a NYU Sports Marketing Degree holder, chapter 8 “Legendary Front-Office Personalities and Memorable Broadcast Voices” caught my full attention.  What’s the most difficult thing in sport?  Hit a baseball?  Generate revenue.  The Pen is Mightier than Run, Throw, Field, Hit, Hit with Power.  Kidding aside, with the growing interest in the business of baseball, kudos to author Bjarkman for this section.  Also included in THE NEW YORK METS ENCYCLOPEDIA is a panoramic foldout of the sandlot in Queens.  The images are worthy for framing in your personal clubhouse.


In addition to the Shea Stadium photos, THE NEW YORK METS ENCYCLOPEDIA is chock full of pictures.  Particularly, the Mets’ Season

-by-Season summaries contain a portrait or key action shot that indeed captures the year’s theme.  Without a doubt, New York Baseball enthusiasts will enjoy this work, as Peter Bjarkman’s THE NEW YORK METS ENCYCLOPEDIA got game.


Review by John Vorperian.  He and his wife, Suzanne reside in White Plains, NY, with America’s most wanted felines Tiggie and Daisy.  A DH opponent, he plays that position for the New Rochelle Bar Association Softball Team.  Vorperian is an active member of SABR & the Westchester Baseball Group. For more of his reviews go to Web site:  johnnyvsports.fws1.com
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Mark your calendar for Saturday, February 23, 2002! 


That is when the New York City Casey Stengel Chapter of SABR meets for its Winter Regional at the Flushing Public Library, basement level, at 10 am to 4 pm (details, PAGE 2)














The Editors -- Evelyn Begley, Frank Vaccaro, and Roberta Newman  - - extend their praise and thanks to chapter member Jonathan Jacobs for his invaluable assistance, which he volunteered, in converting this document to a more accessible format, for the benefit of so many.
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Editor’s Note: In the September Issue of YCLIU (Vol. 2, Issue 2), “(Part 1)” was placed after Mark Armour’s “The Brooklyn Superbas”(page 5), but should not have been there. If you enjoyed Mark Armour's essay, a complete version will be published in his and Dan Levitt's forthcoming book, tentatively titled "Paths to Glory", due from Brassey's in the Spring of 2003.











Every SECOND Saturday, the Baseball Book Reading Group meets on the 4th floor of the Union Square branch of Barnes and Noble (33 East 17th Street) to meet the authors, have a Q&A, then socialize over dinner at a nearby (easy-on-the-pocket) restaurant. The sessions are free and open to the public, so join us for the following:





Jan. 12-Neil Sullivan, author of The Diamond in the Bronx: Yankee Stadium and the Politics of New York. 





Feb. 9-Colleen Parrott, and family of Harold Parrott, The Lords of Baseball: A Wry Look ... at the Front Office.


 


Mar. 9-David Vincent, Lyle Spatz, Dave Smith, The Midsummer Classic: The Complete History of Baseball's All-Star Game.





Apr.13-Peter Levine, Ellis Island to Ebbets Field: Sport and the American Jewish Experience. (and other works, such as A. G. Spalding and the Rise of Baseball: The Promise of American Sport). 





May 11-David Falkner, author of Sadaharu Oh, Nine Sides of the Diamond, and Short Season, will discuss his books (including the ones on Billy Martin, Mickey Mantle and Jackie Robinson) 





June 8-Joachim Horwitz will discuss his (and his father's) book  The Big Book of Jewish Baseball. 
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