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SABR Sire Called Out

Team’s Tots to Take Torch

(By Frank Vaccaro

In June of 1930 a small boy reached across the railings of the press area at Redland Field and handed Cincinnati Enquirer sportswriters Tom Swope and Jack Ryder a note. The boy had counted the pitches of that day’s game and, after a chuckle, the sportswriters made it a regular feature in their columns.


That boy’s name was Lee Allen, and what he did over the next forty years did much to give baseball fans what they have today: a baseball encyclopedia and a Hall-of-Fame library. But in 1969 Allen died. Numbers in the new encyclopedia hung alone when his gregarious storytelling should have filled the air. So too The Sporting News, long the bible of baseball, scaled back its baseball coverage that it might devote equal time to other sports. A scattered Diaspora of statistical-minded baseball writers recoiled to their day jobs; their hometowns; their families.


Against this backdrop, one man, L. “Robert” Davids, a Washington, D.C. area baseball historian recently rejected by publishers and periodicals, seized the moment to create a chartered organization for and of baseball historians. Beginning in 1951, he had submitted short sidebar articles to The Sporting News that numbered in the hundreds by 1965, most with hokey, double-barreled headlines: “Nellie Mr. Nix

in Whiff Parade,” “Roberts in 300 Innings For Fifth Time,” 
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or “Iron Man Yogi Trains Sights on Mitt Full of Mask Marks.” 

His own correspondence with like-minded fans gave him the foundation of a mailing list, and, with the added names from four other prominent baseball historians, he mailed out thirty letters on March 19, 1971 - his forty-fifth birthday - announcing a meeting that August 10th to create a “formal  group.” Hall of Fame librarian Cliff Kachline had previously offered Davids use of the library at Cooperstown for such an event.


Before most had even responded, Davids pulled out his old Hermes typewriter and banged out twelve sidebar articles on an 11x17 piece of construction paper, Xeroxed it, folded it over and distributed it. Known simply as “Baseball Briefs” it noted among many tid-bits that Frank Howard could hit his weight and still have a respectable average and that Jim Bunning had been removed from more games than any other pitcher in history. He continued “Baseball Briefs” monthly until the end of the season.


The response was overwhelming, igniting a chain reaction of events that, steered by Davids, gave birth to our Society for American Baseball at the August meeting. Interest nationwide saw membership grow for seventeen consecutive years with Davids channeling the passions of his

     Continued on page 3

Your Letters

From Jeff Korell ---

The World Trade Center "Twin Towers Of Light Memorial", which dominated the New York City sky on the night of March 11 (6 months after 9/11) were clearly visible from my apartment window here in Staten Island. They were seen all over New York City and could also be seen for a 40-mile radius of New York City. It was a very fitting Memorial. 
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Your Letters

MEET THE MEXA METS

by M. Frank

I realize there are members of this chapter who have an attachment to the Mets and I hope they will not let that color the logic here. 


The Mets should move to Mexico City. 

It's been years since MLB went international, and it's time to go further.  Mexico City is more populous than any US city.  Since the powers that be talk of contraction rather than expansion, an existing team would have to move there. 

Why the Mets?   The Mets are clearly #2 in a two-team town.  They are unhappy with one of the oldest and worst stadiums in MLB, with little on board to rectify this soon. 

In Chicago, no team is clearly #1 or #2 and both have been there forever.  How can the Mets challenge the Yankees’ legacy?  Even an average team like the Tigers has a legacy of Ty Cobb, Al Kaline, Trammell and Whitaker.  What's the Mets’ legacy?  Choo Choo Coleman?

Jerry Koosman chomping at the bit to get traded home

to Minnesota?  Gooden and Strawberry and their baggage? 

The Mets have already played games that count in Mexico.  "Mexico Mets" sounds good.

With more out of town games on TV and national press coverage available and faster cars and trains to Philly, the lack of an NL team playing here in person would be minimized.

NYC to have Chapter Officers 

This notice was sent to John Zajc to be placed in the next Bulletin:

   The Steering Committee for the NYC Casey Stengel Chapter is being formed for the purpose of soliciting candidates for office, defining the duties of Chapter Officers, and discussing issues of policy and governance. If you want to make your voice heard, and contribute your ideas and time, please contact ebegley2@juno.com.
 
The SABR Bulletin will reach all chapter members eventually; in addition, everyone is encouraged to join in the discussion forum so that your voice and ideas can be shared at www.egroups.com/group/NYCSABR.

The Steering Committee needs members --- Are you interested in being part of the Steering Committee to decide questions about chapter officers, policy and governance? ANYONE can volunteer. Please contact Evelyn Begley at 212-477-8809 or ebegley2@juno.com.

Topics being considered:

 ** Should the steering committee try to recruit at least 2 of the 4 or 5 chapter officers from Westchester (and north of it), New Jersey, Long Island, and even Connecticut members of the Casey Stengel Chapter? 

 ** How many officers should our chapter have, and which titles will members be nominated for?

  ** How long will the terms be?

 ** Do we want to pattern our governance on the national bylaws?

** What is the best voting mechanism?

  Please feel free to add your questions, answers, and comments. 
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L. Robert Davids

March 19, 1926-February 10, 2002
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Photo Courtesy of David Vincent

Bob Davids in June of 2000

continued from Page 1
SABR Sire Called Out

Team’s Tots to Take Torch

(By Frank Vaccaro

members, creating and editing the monthly newsletter “The SABR Bulletin” in 1971, the first “Baseball Research Journal” in 1972, “This Day in Baseball” in 1973, “Minor League Stars” in 1976 and 1978, and “The National Pastime” in December of 1982 which put SABR on the map and led to a spike in membership that endures to this day.
His quaint brick home on Chesapeake Street became SABR’s first national address. With a mellow voice that had a hint of mid-western twang, Davids motivated a motley crew of volunteers in late-night envelope-stuffing sessions, his wife Yvonne bringing relief with meals, drinks, and fresh baked cookies. Many SABR members, it was said, received cookie crumbs along with their bulletins. 

Always more comfortable out of the spotlight, Davids accepted awards sheepishly, refused an honorary lifetime membership on SABR’s board, and winced when the Baltimore-Washington chapter was renamed the Bob Davids Chapter. Yet he had the presence of mind to know when to lead the way and “filled in” as SABR’s President on four occasions, twice after triple bypass surgery in 1982.


The son of an Iowa farmer to a capitol city gentleman, Davids turned a short service stint as an Army Engineer into a successful inside-the-beltway writing career. After earning a journalism degree, in 1949, and a masters in history, in 1951, both from the University of Missouri, he wrote speeches for Atomic Energy Commission officials and technical manuals for the Department of Defense. He wrote legislation for both sides of the House and indulged in spinning off long articles for Roll Call, the Capitol Hill newspaper, sifting the histories of personalities elected to serve in the various seats in Washington. He married the former Yvonne Revier in 1953.


Jolted into fandom when rookie pitcher Bob Feller struck out 15 St. Louis Browns in his first major league start in 1936, Davids, at the age of ten, began amassing a collection of clippings that connected the numbers of the sport with names. Doubles and triples, strikeouts and stolen bases - and all stats - were totaled and ranked; classified and categorized. He meticulously glued notes on corresponding themes on large white sheets of construction paper.

In his work for The Sporting News, no milestone went unobserved and no record-breaking performance was ignored. A small bedroom upstairs was designated “Bob’s little room,” the site for his massive collection of clippings and notes. He frequented the collections at the Library of Congress, many times on lunch break: his favorite microfilm machine, second row on the left.


Before bed this February 3, Davids fell in the back of his Washington home while taking out recyclables, and passed away February 10 after complications from cancer. He was 74.


“Baseball Briefs” had come back to become an annual feature of Bulletins from 1989 to 2000. He never missed a SABR national convention and to them, he added his own brand of trivia challenges, contests that featured puns and wordplay on players’ last names.

Ironically, in his own name the “L” stood for Leonard, really the Dutch Lendert, but young Davids so abhorred the jibe “Dirty Davids” that he insisted every one call him Bob. He even adopted the formal “Robert,” always in quotations, in his official capacities. His older brother had started calling him “Bob” in the 1930s after young Davids would march around the house imitating the sound of the family’s new washing machine:  “bob, bob, bob...”  But because Arlington National Cemetery, where Davids is buried, used information from the Veteran’s Association, Davids’ headstone reads only Leonard Davids.


I hope you knew his dry humor delivered deadpan while his saucy eyes scanned you for a reaction. I hope you knew his gentleness; his erect posture that made him seem larger than he was; his encyclopedic knowledge of baseball. He was a people person, organized, modest, liable to produce a week’s worth of baseball research for anyone he’d meet just to help out. He was the bridge from the hand of a small boy in Cincinnati to you. He was L. “Robert” Davids, our founder.
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XXX

Frank Vaccaro does his research at the main branch of the 

New York Public Library, 42nd Street

Westchester Baseball Group Report

By John Vorperian
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Westchester Baseball Group opened 2002 with vibrant colors and dazzling designs local sports artist and SABR booster Charles DeSimone shared his artwork.  Each canvas had a painted baseball autographed by an individual athlete.  Around the signature were particular scenes from the pro’s career.  Mr. DeSimone brought Brooks Robinson,  Ozzie Smith, and Warren Spahn—(the paintings)!  Everyone got a current DeSimone art catalog.  

Additionally, a second January guest Brooklyn Cyclones Coach Donovan Mitchell fielded all questions about the Astros, Mets, Cyclones, and MLB Winter Meetings.

February, Ralph Wimbish, Co-Author, ELSTON & ME: TheStory of the First Black Yankee (University of Missouri Press) gave a fine presentation on the trials and triumphs of Bronx Bomber Elston Howard’s Life.

Beware the Ides of March and Eric Weiss too.  New York City Casey Stengel SABR Chapter Winter Regional Trivia Crown Winner Weiss administered his own QUIZ on the W.B.G.  Afterwards, Jim Reisler, author, BABE RUTH SLEPT HERE: The Baseball Landmarks of New York City (Diamond Communications Inc.) highlighted how he researched in the Big Apple.

Upcoming events are:

April 4  Vic Debs, Jr.:“Why Jake Daubert should be in H.O.F.”    Duke Goldman: “Life of ‘Indian Bob’ Johnson”

May 2
  Glenn Stout, Tony Morante, & Max Frazee: “Harry Frazee-The NEW Truth.”

June 6
Paul Votano “Late & Close: History of Relief Pitching”


The Group meets 1st Thursdays, 7pm-9pm, Barnes & Noble, 2614 Central Park Avenue, Yonkers, NY.  The meetings are open to all.  For more information see web site www.johnnyvsports.fws1.com or contact W.B.G via e-mail at: jvorperian@yahoo.com
John Vorperian’s

 Book Review

PERFECT: The Inside Story of Baseball’s Sixteen Perfect Games by James Buckley Jr., (Triumph Books) Hardcover ISBN 1-57243-454-6

They call it a game of inches, but really numbers rule baseball.  Hitting .400, breaking 61, 30 game winner, all Diamond milestones, yet, the greatest feat is 27 outs and no base runners in a least nine innings of a complete-game win by a hurler.  Think of it as James Buckley Jr. pens in PERFECT: The Inside Story of Baseball’s Sixteen Perfect Games, “since 1876.. over 170,000 games have been played..only 16…” perfect games have been thrown. 

PERFECT’s author calculates the phenomenon to be .00005% occurrence.  So which event causes something to happen?  View an entire MLB season for a perfecto or high-carry that metal golf driver through a meadow during a furious electrical storm?  Well faster than you can say give me a lump sum award on that LOTTO ticket the shocking answer is clearly the latter.

So why not delve into PERFECT: The Inside Story of Baseball’s Sixteen Perfect Games and discover in “you are there” narrative style the uncanny aspect of these particular baseball exceptions?  In ’68, Jim Hunter tossed one against the Twins and in ‘98 so did David Wells.  As a young baseball fan this writer remembers hearing about Catfish’s exploit the next day and just reeling in a schoolyard daze—no body got on first?  Walk, hit by pitch, a fielding error, isn’t this the AL team with sluggers Killebrew, Carew, Oliva, and Allison?  Author Buckley dissects the box score to explain Hunter’s monumental achievement.

[image: image12.wmf]PERFECT: The Inside Story of Baseball’s Sixteen Perfect Games also devotes a chapter to the nearly perfect.  Missed it by that much and there are a number of pros.  Pedro Martinez, Harvey Haddix, Milt Pappas, to name some, but, closer to home is current Hudson Valley Renegades skipper Dick Bosman.  In 1974 Bosman nearly extinguished the World Champion Oakland Athletics.  If successful his specific tale would have made a super seventeen to Triumph Books’ PERFECT.
Review by John Vorperian.  He and his wife, Suzanne reside in White Plains, NY with two cats, Tiggie and Daisy.  Vorperian is an active member of Society for American Baseball Research (SABR), Professional Football Researchers Association, & coordinator for the Westchester Baseball Group.

For more of his reviews see:  www.johnnyvsports.fws1.com

The 20th Century’s Greatest Pitcher for One Game:

A Vote for Charlie Robertson

(By Paul Tarr

How do you determine which was the greatest game pitched in the 20th Century from the thousands upon thousands played?  What criteria can one select that will help to reduce the contenders to a total, which can be analyzed in detail?  The answer is simple.  The best game pitched in the 20th Century must be perfect – 27 batters faced in a 9-inning game and not one batter reaching first base.

But what about a pitcher who had the worst luck a pitcher could have in a game?  What do you do if a pitcher faces and retires all 27 men consecutively in a 9-inning game but his team doesn’t score?  Should this pitcher be eliminated from consideration even if he gives up a hit and/or a run in later innings?  I think not.

Requiring a pitcher to have pitched a perfect game to be considered for inclusion reduces the list to 15 games, a more manageable total.  The games under consideration are listed below in date order:

     1. Cy Young, Bos vs. Phi AL 3-0; May 5, 1904

     2. Addie Joss, Cle at Chi AL, 1-0; October 2, 1908

     3. Charlie Robertson, Chi at Det AL, 2-0; April 30, 1922

     4. Don Larsen, NY AL vs. Bro NL, 2-0; October 8, 1956    



(World Series)

     5. Jim Bunning, Phi at NY NL, 6-0; June 21, 1964 (1st Game)

     6. Sandy Koufax, LA vs. Chi NL, 1-0; September 9, 1965

     7. Catfish Hunter, Oak vs. Minn AL, 4-0; May 8, 1968

     8.  Len Barker, Cle vs. Tor AL, 3-0; May 15, 1981

     9. Mike Witt, Cal at Tex AL, 1-0; September 30, 1984

   10. Tom Browning, Cin vs. LA NL, 1-0; September 16, 1988

   11. Dennis Martinez, Mon at LA NL, 2-0; July 28, 1991

   12. Kenny Rogers, Tex vs. Cal AL, 4-0: July 28,1994

   13. David Wells, NY vs. Min AL, 4-0; May 17, 1998

   14. David Cone, NY (AL) vs. Mon (NL), 6-0; July 18, 1999     



(Interleague game)

   15.*Harvey Haddix, Pitt at Mil, NL, 0-1: May 26, 1959 (allowed first hit in the 13th   after pitching 12 perfect innings and lost in 13th)

What other criteria can we use to reduce the list to the top 3 games pitched?

First, in my opinion any final list of the top 3 games pitched must include Don Larsen’s perfect game in the 1956 World Series.  The stress and the pressure of pitching in a World Series surely exceeds anything a pitcher experiences in the regular season.  Not only is this  the only perfect game pitched in a World Series, it is also the only World Series no-hitter.  It occurred in Game 5 of the World Series and gave the New York Yankees a  3 to 2 game lead in games won,  a lead which they never relinquished.  They won the series in 7 games from the Brooklyn Dodgers.

The second finalist also stands out because of unusual circumstances.  In 1959, Harvey Haddix pitched 12 perfect innings of baseball, retiring the first 36 Milwaukee Braves hitters that he faced.  Unfortunately, Lew Burdette, the Milwaukee Braves pitcher did not surrender any runs to the Pittsburgh Pirates.  In the 13th inning Haddix weakened and gave up a double to Joe Adcock (originally a home run), scoring Felix Mantilla, who was on base because of an error and Haddix lost the game.  Adcock’s home run was scored as a double when Henry Aaron, who had been walked intentionally, ran into the dugout before he scored and was passed on base by Adcock. Despite the loss, many analysts consider this to be the greatest game pitched in the 20th Century.

The third selection is not obvious from the previous listing.  I created a special table, computing a one-game weighted batting average for each of the15 losing teams.  This weighted batting average differs from the team batting averages published annually.  The one-game team weighted batting averages only include the players who had at least one at bat for the losing team in the games listed.

I computed a weight for each player based on his season batting average multiplied by the number of at bats he had in the game.  Adding the weights and dividing by the total number of team at bats in the game results in the team’s weighted batting average for the game.  Listing the one-game team batting averages from high to low results in a revised listing of the 15 teams:

Losing Team Batting Averages for the 20th Century’s Best Pitched Games:

Pitcher for 
    

Losing  
Losing Team          Winning Team     
Year     Team      BA for Game

  1.  Charlie Robertson 
1922     Det AL 
.300

  2.  David Cone   
1999     Mon NL
.276

  3.  Kenny Rogers  
1984     Cal AL  
.272

  4.  Harvey Haddix 
1959     Mil NL 
.266

  5.  Mike Witt         
1984     Tex AL
.260

  6.  Don Larsen       
1956     Bro NL  
.260

  7.  David Wells      
1998     Min AL 
.256

  8.  Jim Bunning         
1964     NY NL  
.255

  9.  Dennis Martinez 
1991     Mon NL 
.252

 10.  Catfish Hunter    
1968     Min AL 
.250

 11. Tom Browning  
1988     LA NL  
.246

 12. Cy Young        
1904     Phi AL 
.243

 13. Len Barker   

1981     Tor AL  
.231

 14. Addie Joss        
1908    Chi AL  
.230

 15. Sandy Koufax  
1965    Chi NL  
.184   

The reason for selecting Charlie Robertson as the 3rd pitcher now becomes clear.  He threw a perfect game against one of the best hitting teams of the era.  The 1922 Detroit Tigers lineup had a weighted batting average of .300, 24-percentage points above the number two-rated team, the 1999 Montreal Expos.

Amazingly, none of the three finalists: Don Larsen (11-5), Harvey Haddix (12-12) nor Charlie Robertson (14-15) won even 15 games.

A comparison of the losing team box scores of the 3 games illustrates why Charlie Robertson’s game ranks so high:

         
Detroit AL 1922

Milwaukee NL 1959
  Brooklyn NL 1956
Player
H -AB
B.A.
Player
H - AB
B.A.
Player
H - AB
B.A.

Blue
0  - 3
.300
O’Brien
0  - 3
.198
Gilliam
0  - 3
.300

Cutshaw
0  - 3
.267
Rice
0  - 1
.207
Reese
0  - 3
.257

Cobb
0  - 3 
.401
Mantilla
0  - 1
.215
Snider
0  - 3
.292

Veach
0  - 3
.327
Mathews
0  - 4
.306
Robinson
0  - 3
.275

Heilmann
0  - 3
.356
Aaron
0  - 4
.355
Hodges
0  - 3
.265

Jones
0  - 3
.257
Adcock
1  - 5
.292
Amoros
0  - 3
.260

Rigney
0  - 2
.300
Covington
0  - 4
.279
Furillo
0  - 3
.289

Clark
0  - 1
.292
Crandall
0  - 4
.257
Campanella
0  - 3
.219

Manion
0  - 3
.275
Pafko
0  - 4
.218
Maglie
0  - 2
.129

Pillette
0  - 2
.172
Logan
0  - 4
.291
Mitchell
0  - 1
.292

Bassler
0  - 1
.323
Burdette
0  - 4
.202














Wgtd. B.A.

.300


.266


.260











Perhaps John Thorn and John Holway, in their book The Pitcher said it best:

“If perfection can be divided into more perfect and less perfect, then perhaps the most perfect game was pitched by Charlie Robertson against the Detroit Tigers in 1922…

No other man has ever thrown a no-hitter against so powerful a lineup, and Robertson’s game was a perfect one – he did not give up even a walk…

The opposition included Cobb, the living legend who was about to hit .401, Harry Heilmann (.356), Bobby Veach (.327), Lu Blue (.300), and Topper Rigney (.300).”

While Don Larson’s perfect game in a World Series is very special, the team he pitched against had only one .300 hitter, so it’s 3rd place for Don.

Haddix’s 12 consecutive perfect innings against a team with Hank Aaron and Eddie Mathews rates a close second but it is not the best.

To record 27 consecutive outs, against a lineup, which includes six batters with batting averages of .300 and over, including one batter who hit over .400 is positively amazing.  From my perspective this is the greatest one-game pitching feat of the 20th Century.  My vote is for Charlie Robertson as Number 1.  
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New York vs. Chicago: 

September 20, 1924

(By John J. O'Malley

    With a lineup which included future Hall of Fame players George Kelly, Frank Frisch, Travis Jackson, Fred Lindstrom, Bill Terry, Hack Wilson, and Ross Youngs, the 1924 Giants gave manager John McGraw his 10th National League pennant.

    It is ironic, therefore, that perhaps their two most memorable games of that year were New York defeats. On October 10th, the final game of the Wold Series, fortune smiled on the Senators as Walter Johnson gained his first World Series victory.

    Twenty days earlier, the Giants faced the fifth place Chicago Cubs. They were doing everything they could to stay in first place after becoming the first team in major league history to lose a ten game lead.

    The Cubs took a 1-0 lead in the second. Friberg singled but was forced by Grigsby. Hartnett then tripled to deep right field, scoring Grigsby.  The Giants tied the score in the third, with two out, on Frisch's single to right, Youngs’ infield hit and Kelly's single.

    The score remained 1-1 at the end of five. Adams started the sixth for Chicago with a single, was sacrificed to second by Heathcote and scored on Grantham's single to center. Singles by Grigsby, Hartnett and Cotter loaded the bases for Chicago on the seventh. Grigsby scored on a short hit by Grover Alexander down the third base line. That was the extent of Chicago's scoring in the seventh as Kelly snagged Adam's short fly, Heathcote forced Hartnett at home plate and Grantham struck out. 

The Giants added a run in the eighth when with Terry on first base, Wilson's grounder bounced over Grantham's head advancing Terry to third. Terry scored while Jackson was forcing Wilson.  Luck smiled on the Giants in the ninth when, with two out, O'Connell on second, Youngs hit a ball straight at Grantham who let it pass through his legs. O'Connell reached home tying the score at 3-3.

Extra innings. Starting off the tenth, Bill Ryan, the third Giant pitcher, filled the bases with two out but Hartnett flied out to Kelly ending the threat. Grantham made amends for his ninth inning misplay in the Giant's half of the tenth with a spectacular catch of Terry's grounder. Hack Wilson followed with a double but was left stranded by Jackson and Gowdy.

    The eleventh inning was highlighted by Frank Frisch's bid for a Giant victory. The Fordham Flash stole second and on Hartnett's overthrow rounded third and raced for home. Grantham relayed the ball to Hartnett who tagged Frisch out. Frisch suffered a badly sprained finger on the play.

    The Giants brought their fourth pitcher, Ernie Maun, to the mound for the twelfth inning. Heathcote singled. Grantham followed with a sacrifice. Fitzgerald and Friberg singled, Friberg's hit breaking the tie. Fitzgerald scored on Grigsby's grounder. Hartnett batted the third Cub run of the inning with a hit to right field, scoring Friberg. Baldwin then relieved Maun but Chicago scored another run on a hit by Cotter.

    Final score: Chicago 7, New York 3.

    Giant manager McGraw put 19 players in the game while Chicago went the course with nine. Although thirty-one hits were recorded in the twelve innings, 16 for Chicago and 15 for New York, the game lasted only 2 ½ hours.

    In contrast to New York, Chicago had but two future Hall of Famers in the lineup: Gabby Hartnett behind the plate and on the mound Grover Cleveland Alexander. On this day, less than 13 1/2 years after his major league debut, Alexander gained his 300th victory.

The box score:

Chicago


    New York
    AB  R  H   PO  A  E                            AB  R  H   PO A  E

Adams, ss       7   1   1   1 10  1    Lindstrom, 3b     4   0   1   0   1   0

Heathcote, cf  4   1   2   3   1  1     O'Connell, rf-cf  2   1   0   0    0   1

Grantham 2b  5   0   1   6   7   1    Frisch, 2b-3b       6   1   2  2    3   0

Fitzgerald, rf  6   1   1   1   0   0    Nehf, rf               0   0   0   0    0   0

Friberg, 3b     5   1   3   2   3   1    Youngs, rf-2b     5   0    3  1   1    0

Grigsby, lf     5   3   1   2    0   0    Kelly, cf-3b        6   0   3   4    0   1

Hartnett, c      6   0   4   4   1   1    Terry, 1b             6   1   0  13  3   0

Cotter, 1b       6   0   2  17  1   0    Wilson, lf            6   0   2   4   0   0

Alexander p    6   0   1   0   5   0    Jackson, ss           6   0   3   5   7  1

                                                Gowdy, c            5   0   0   7   1   0

                                               Barnes, p              2   0   0   0   3   0

                                             1 Southworth         1   0   0   0   0   0

                                                Jonnard, p           0   0   0   0   0   0

                                             2 Bentley               1   0   1   0   0   0

                                             3 McQuillen          0   0   0   0   0   0

                                                Ryan, p               0   0   0   0   0   0

                                             4 Snyder                1   0   0   0   0   0

                                                Maun, p              0   0   0   0   1   0

                                      Baldwin, p          0   0   0   0  0    0 _____________________
_________________________

        50   7   16  36  28   5                             51  3   15  36  20   3
    1 Batted for Barnes in 7th inning.

    2 Batted for Jonnard in 9th inning.

    3 Ran for Bentley in 9th inning.

    4 batted for Ryan in 11th inning. 

Chicago.............0  1  0  0  0  1  1  0  0  0  0  4  -- 7

New York.........0  0  1  0  0  0  0  1  1  0  0  0  -- 3

Two base hit: Wilson. Three base hit: Hartnett. Sacrifices: Heathcote, Grantham. Stolen base: Frisch. Double plays: Jackson, Frisch, and Terry; Adams, Grantham, and Cotter. Left on bases: New York 13, Chicago 12. Bases on balls: Off Barnes 1, off Ryan 2; off Alexander 1. Struck out: by Jonnard 2; by Barnes 1; by Ryan 2; by Alexander 5. Hits: off Barnes 10 in 7 innings; off Jonnard 0 in 2; off Ryan 1 in 2; off Maun 4 in 1/3; off baldwin 1 in 2/3. Losing pitcher: Maun. Umpires Klem and Wilson. Time 2:30.

John J. O’Malley is a long-time SABR member and researcher.

The 1910 Championship of Manhattan: The First Subway Series

Part 2: Finally Manhattan is a Two-Team Town
(By Bob Golon

(Continued   from last issue)
Expectations were high for 1910.  The Yankees were eager to shed their tag as “the invaders,” but a good 1910 season would be necessary.  Frank Farrell had long wanted to confront his National League rivals on the field, but the timing had to be right.  He hoped that the 1910 season would at long last give him the parity he needed to bargain with Brush and McGraw.  


Both the Yankees and the Giants had big expectations for the 1910 season.  Below Coogan’s Bluff, John McGraw’s Giants again readied to do battle with the Cubs of Frank Chance and the Pirates of Fred Clarke.  The 1909 Giants finished third, winning 92 games, and continued dominating the New York fan base.  McGraw’s great pitcher, Christy Mathewson, won 25 games in ’09 and didn’t appear to be slowing down.  First baseman Fred Merkle, center fielder Fred Snodgrass and catcher Chief Meyers all took over starting roles, and the Giants appeared poised to challenge for the National League pennant once again.  

The 1909 Yankees won 74 games and finished fifth, but that was a significant improvement from the year before.  Attendance and expectations were on the rise under manager George Stallings.  He set out to make some changes that would improve his team.  Stallings changed his entire outfield.  Harry Wolter was acquired from the Red Sox and took over right field from the aging Wee Willie Keeler.  Charlie Hemphill replaced Ray Demmitt in center field, and Clyde Engle was replaced in left field by Birdie Cree.  Jeff Sweeney and Fred Mitchell alternated the catching duties, replacing Red Kleinow.  The infield was considered the team’s strength, with “Prince Hal” Chase anchoring first base, Frank LaPorte playing second, John Knight leading the team with a .312 batting average while playing shortstop, and Jimmy Austin playing third.  The only remaining suspect area on the team was the pitching staff, with returning starters Jack Warhop, Jack Quinn, Tom Hughes and Jim “Hippo’ Vaughan looking no better than .500 pitchers between them.  

Stallings decided to give 27 year old rookie Russell Ford a chance in the starting rotation.  The results by the Canadian-born right hander were unexpected and spectacular.  Ford, who had perfected an “emery-ball” and a spitball during his years in the minor leagues, led Yankee pitchers with a 26 – 6 record and a 1.65 ERA, including 300 innings pitched and 209 strikeouts.  His eight shutouts stood as a Yankee record (tied by Whitey Ford, no relation, in 1961) until Ron Guidry broke it in 1978.

The Yankees and Giants broke strong, and by June, Ernest J. Lanigan of The Sporting News began his New York beat article by saying “lucky New York,” because both teams were in the thick of their pennant races.  By the end of July, however, the Cubs and Connie Mack’s Philadelphia A’s had taken control of the races, and it looked like the Yankees and Giants would be both fighting for second place.  Lanigan immediately began lobbying for a post-season series, chiding both Frank Farrell and John Brush about the extra profits that could be earned by both.  He also enlisted fan support, stating in his July 26th column,  “Mr. Giant fan and Mr. Highlander rooter would dearly love to see their favorite teams go at each other.  Civil War would not break out in case the Giants and Highlanders clashed, but there would be conditions closely approaching it.”  Through August, the series was rumored but not confirmed.  With no World Series a certainty for both teams, talks began between Farrell and Brush about the post season. 

On September 2, at a meeting of the National Commission in Cincinnati, Farrell and Brush met, accompanied by National League president Thomas Lynch and American League president Ban Johnson.  They agreed to a series, but decided to hold off announcing it until the beginning of October so not to detract from the pennant races.  Brush said he wanted to return to New York to “assess the local situation,” probably meaning John McGraw.  

Attention was shifted from the prospect of the post-season series by a bizarre turn of events with the Yankees on September 20th.  Manager George Stallings long suspected Hal Chase of conspiring with gamblers and of throwing games.  Chase assumed Farrell would make him manager in 1911, and because of this, he attempted to discredit Stallings by “laying down” and Chase did not play as hard as he could.  After coming to blows with Chase, and with the players firmly on his side, Stallings left the team in Chicago to return to New York to demand the release of Chase.  It would be either Stallings or Chase.  Both Farrell and Ban Johnson refused to back Stallings, as Chase was one of the only drawing cards on the Yankees and they still needed him for gate success.  Besides, Farrell had cut a secret deal for Chase to succeed Stallings as manager in 1911, no matter how much the team had improved.  In a move that would have negative implications in the seasons following, Farrell allowed Stallings to walk, handing the team over to Chase.  Chase would finish the season with 10 wins and four losses, but would fail dismally as a manager the following season.  

The Giants were still hesitant on playing the post-season series.  By the end of September, a local newspaper had begun a write-in campaign to convince Brush to play.  It was his own players, however, who probably had the most influence.  Some of the Giants expressed displeasure that Brush and McGraw were keeping them from an opportunity to make extra money with the series, and that they were through  “working their arms off for the New York National League club,” as The Sporting News had reported.  

The official announcement of the series came from Farrell on October 2, and was met by jubilation from fans of both teams.  Billed as “the Championship of Manhattan,” it was placed under the auspices of the National Commission, subject to the same rules and regulations as the World Series.  It would be the best four of seven, with the proceeds of  the first four games divided among the players in winning and losing shares.  The receipts from games five through seven would be split between the National Commission and the clubs.  The series would begin at the Polo Grounds on Thursday, October 13th, and would alternate thereafter between the Polo Grounds and Hillltop Park.  Future hall-of-fame umpires Bill Klem and Billy Evans were assigned to work the series.  Impartial business managers were assigned to both clubs by the National Commission to oversee ticket sales and financial operations.  Interest was at a frenzy.  Partisanship in New York was running stronger than ever.  Fans were gladly paying $2 for a box seat and $1 for a reserved ticket to view the action.  

Christy Mathewson, who won 27 games for the Giants in 1910, would be facing Russell Ford in the opener.  For New

 Yorkers, this series meant more than the World Series between the Cubs and the A’s.  It was the first Subway Series, and as Ernest Lanigan suggested, it would be a Civil War.  

Bob Golon presented this as a PowerPoint Presentation at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in early 2001 to such enthusiastic acclaim that he has been invited to return there.

Origin of the Term “Subway Series”

( by Barry Popik

Barry Popik, a NYC SABR member who presented this research at the 1998 February Regional meeting, has been traveling the world, and has been to about 60 countries the past four years. He has been profiled in the NY Post, the Wall Street Journal, and other local media. His research on the Yankees should be in a new Yankees encyclopedia, due in 2002.

The NYC Transit Museum and the Baseball Hall of Fame Library have both used his work as part of exhibits on the "Subway Series" that appeared in Grand Central.  Here is the chronology of the term “Subway Series” in print.
17 October 2000, NEWSDAY, pg. A 88--AS A PHRASE, "Subway Series" goes back to 1941, according to historians at the Baseball Hall of Fame.  The first known mention of it (I exist in a world of the unknown--ed.) occurred in a cartoon by Willard Mullin in honor of the Yankees-Brooklyn Dodgers World Series.

14 October 2000, NEW YORK TIMES, "A Baseball Town Again" by Roger Kahn, pg. 19--In a term coined by the cartoonist Willard Mullin, these were the Subway Series.

10 October 1923, NEW YORK EVENING JOURNAL, Ford C. Frick column, pg. 1, col. 2--To-day, lethargy and ennui cast aside, New York is as excited, as baseball mad, as if it were the first series of the universe. (...) Everywhere you go; on street car, on subway, on elevated--wherever humans gather together, there is conversation and speculation and guessing.  (No S. S.--ed.)

10 October 1923, NEW YORK AMERICAN, pg. 1, col. 6 headline--Hoyt and Neht Are Probable Pitchers in the First Clash of Third New York Series.  (No S. S.--ed.)
11 September 1936, DAILY NEWS, "Never Give a Sucker--" by Jack Miley, pg. 68, col. 4--A subway World Series stares us in the puss and the gluttonous magnates are getting ready to shear faithful old John Q. Public, the guy who has kept their parks open all Summer.
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14 September 1936, NEW YORK POST, "Hugh Bradley Says," pg. 15, col. 1—Of course it is true that several days must elapse before the subway World Series becomes a mathematical certainty...

14 September 1936, NEW YORK EVENING JOURNAL, pg. 23 cartoon by Burris Jenkins, Jr.--NY Giants pitcher Carl Hubbell carries a huge nickel on his shoulders.  (The subway was a nickel.  The NY Giants had not yet clinched--ed.)

14 September 1936, NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM, "By Joe Williams," pg. 28, col. 1--...all-New York world series...

15 September 1936, NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM, "Daniel's Dope" by Dan Daniel, pg. 30, col. 2--...all-New York classic...

15 September 1936, DAILY NEWS, pg. 48, col. 1--...nickel series...

15 September 1936, NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM, pg. 29, col. 8--...long-awaited nickel series...

17 September 1936, NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM, pg. 30, col. 7 headline---Dodgers, the Spoilers, Tackling New York Too Late Apparently to Block Subway Series--Smith Back in Form.


 Mets Matters:

Evolution of Selected Mets' Seasonal Records

(Who Held The Met Record Before?)
(By Ross Adell

Most Hits
Frank Thomas           152 in 1962

Joe Christopher         163 in 1964

Tommy Davis           174 in 1967

Tommie Agee           182 in 1970

Felix Millan              185 in 1973

Felix Millan               191 in 1975

Lance Johnson           227 in 1996

Highest Batting Average

Felix Mantilla          .275  in 1962

Ron Hunt                .303  in 1964

Cleon Jones            .340  in 1969

John Olerud            .354  in  1998

Most Runs Scored

Frank Thomas            69  in 1962

Joe Christopher         78  in  1964

Tommie Agee            97  in  1969

Tommie Agee          107  in  1970

Darryl Strawberry    108  in  1987

Howard Johnson      108  in  1991

Lance Johnson         117  in  1996

Edgardo Alfonzo     123  in  1999

Most Runs Batted In

Frank Thomas         94  in  1962

Donn Clendenon     97  in  1970

Rusty Staub           105  in  1975

Gary Carter            105  in  1986

Darryl Strawberry  108  in  1990

Howard Johnson    117  in  1991

Bernard Gilkey      117  in  1996

Mike Piazza           124  in  1999

Most Doubles

Frank Thomas         23  in  1962

Ron Hunt                 28  in  1963

Ken Boyer               28  in  1966

Tommy Davis         32  in  1967

Rusty Staub             36  in  1973

Felix Millan            37  in  1975

Joel Youngblood    37  in  1979

Lenny Dykstra        37  in  1987

Howard Johnson     41  in  1989

Bernard Gilkey        44  in  1996

Most Triples

Charlie Neal              9  in  1962

Steve Henderson      9  in  1978

Frank Taveras           9  in  1979

Mookie Wilson         9  in  1982

Mookie Wilson        10  in  1984

Lance Johnson        21  in  1996

Most Home Runs

Frank Thomas          34  in  1962

Dave Kingman         36  in  1975

Dave Kingman         37  in  1976

Dave Kingman         37  in  1982

Darryl Strawberry    39  in  1987

Darryl Strawberry    39  in  1988

Todd Hundley          41  in  1996

Most Stolen Bases

Richie Ashburn     12  in 1962

Elio Chacon           12  in 1962

Cleon Jones           16  in 1966

Cleon Jones           23  in 1968

Tommie Agee        31  in 1970

Lenny Randle         33  in 1977

Frank Taveras        42  in 1979

Mookie Wilson      58  in 1982

Roger Cedeno        66  in 1999

Most Strikeouts

Al Jackson           118  in  1962

Roger Craig         118  in  1962

Al Jackson           142  in  1963

Tom Seaver          170  in  1967

Tom Seaver          205  in  1968

Tom Seaver          208  in  1969

Tom Seaver          283  in  1970

Tom Seaver          289  in  1971

Wins By A Pitcher

Roger Craig          10  in  1962

Al Jackson            13  in  1963

Tom Seaver           16  in  1967

Jerry Koosman      19  in  1968

Tom Seaver           25  in  1969

Lowest ERA

Al Jackson           4.40  in  1962

Carl Willey          3.10  in  1963

Tom Seaver          2.76  in  1967

Jerry Koosman     2.08  in  1968

Tom Seaver          1.76  in  1971

Dwight Gooden   1.53  in  1985

Sources: 

   Total Mets Edited by John Thorn, Pete Palmer, Michael Gershman, David Pietrusza and Matthew Silverman

   The New York Mets The Whole Story by Leonard Koppett

   New York Mets 1970 Press Radio TV       Guide

   New  York Mets 2002 Media Guide

Yankee Clippings: 

1982-2002

( By Frankie Mare

Fmare@optonline.net

After four world championships in six years you think some people might quit knocking the Yanks but here they go again. It's deja vu all over again. 

When the 1981 Yankees lost the World Series George Steinbrenner went ballistic. OK he always goes ballistic but this time he really went ballistic. He took a team that Gabe Paul built with manager Billy Martin and changed everything. Suddenly he wanted speed. Soon, he ordered custom fit pinstripes for Dave Collins, Steve Kemp, Larry Milbourne, Omar Moreno, and yes Lee Mazzilli. Reggie Jackson was let go. Later George called it his greatest mistake. What happened next was the longest span of Yankee non-pennants in history (they were the Highlanders before 1911). Baseball had to kick Steinbrenner out to get the Yanks back on track. 

Well it's going on again. Say what you want about the 2001 World Series, Counsell leaned into the hit-by-pitch, but the Yanks lost. Here we go again: Steinbrenner's pounding his fist on the table. He must have Giambi. He puts the organization on a limb for David Wells. He decides Coomer is a better utility man than Sojo.

 
Yeah sure. Say he's always this involved. Say he's lucky, Wells is 4-0. But with the 2002 Yanks still putting around behind Boston, are you right? Is George going to grab total control for another ten years of soap opera history? Or will he step back and delegate to his "baseball people." They have built him two legendary teams in thirty years. Stay tuned.

NY Yankee Late Inning Game-Winning Hits, So Far

4/3     1-0 @ BAL   Ventura solo homerun    7th inning (Off Johnson)

4/9     5-2 @ TOR   White 2-run homerun 8th inning (off Plesac)

4/19    6-5 TOR Soriano rbi-single  9th inning (off File)

4/23    2-1 @ OAK Posada 2-run homerun   7th inning (off Hudson)

4/24    8-5 @ OAK  Giambi 2-run double 7th inning (Off Magnante)

4/28    4-3 @ SEA   Johnson rbi-double  9th inning (off Rhodes)

Summer Regional on Saturday, July 20 

The Casey Stengel Chapter of New York City is having its summer regional on Saturday, July 20 in Newark, NJ before the 6:05 pm game between the Newark Bears and the Camden River Sharks. 

Mike Caragliano has arranged for tickets, a possible talk to the group by an official of the Bears as well as the possiblity of a SABR member throwing out the First Pitch.

Our group seats will be behind Home Plate, and you MUST include a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope (SASE) to get your ticket from Mike. Send a $10 check made out to "NYC SABR" for each ticket along with your SASE to:

Mike Caragliano













1827 Barnes Avenue



You can reach Mike via: e-mail at crash361@yahoo.com
Bronx, NY 10462



   daytime telephone (718) 829-6595 until 3 pm









evenings at work (212) 268-5730

You will not get your ticket without that SASE.

Directions by train from NYC: 

Take the Midtown Direct Dover Line at Penn Station to Broad Street Station (in Newark), which is the first stop. The park (Rupert Stadium) is right there. 


NJ riders can call 1-800-626-RIDE for a choice of options by public transportation.

Directions by car: 

Take the NJ turnpike to Exit 15W. Go to I-280W and from there, take Exit 15a. Go right on Route 21 South (McCarter Highway) and the park will be on your right.

OR
From the Garden State Parkway, take Exit 145 to I-280E until Exit 15 and go right on Route 21 South.

Additional information is at www.newarkbears.com. Tickets will be as soon as possible        .(but only IF you include your SASE).


NYC Summer Regional … See BACK PAGE





NYC to Have Chapter Officers – See Page 2
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 CHAPTER FUNDRAISER





Rory Costello � HYPERLINK mailto:Rory1262@aol.com ��Rory1262@aol.com� has arranged for a chapter fundraiser with the Bridgeport (CT) Bluefish that could increase our chapter account by as much as $400. ☺


The idea is to sell as many of these 100 vouchers as we can -- they are $8 apiece -- and enable Bridgeport children to see a ballgame. The Bluefish fundraiser program will return half the proceeds to the chapter because SABR is a non-profit. 





Rory is contacting sources about providing snacks for these young fans. Please let Rory know if you and/or your friends wish to help underwrite this effort. For $8, it seems a bargain for the Casey Stengel Chapter, and for SABR as well.


The MetroNorth to Harbor Yard is a 75-minute ride, then about a 5-10 minute walk away. Train lovers will be pleased that many trains will pass by during the game!





Please contact � HYPERLINK mailto:Rory1262@aol.com ��Rory1262@aol.com� to help our chapter, and the kids of Bridgeport. Thank You !











Phil Goldberg would like to see the Staten Island Yankees, as an informal group outing, so if others wish to join him,   please  contact Phil   � HYPERLINK mailto:bike21@att.net ��bike21@att.net�      	 
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** NYC Chapter Member hired as SABR Publications Director **


This excerpt from the SABR website is about Jim Charlton, NYC SABR: For the complete story, please go � HYPERLINK http://www.sabr.org ��www.sabr.org�





Mr. Charlton has been in book publishing all his professional life, holding executive and editorial positions with several New York publishers, including fifteen years with Doubleday & Company.  For the past twenty years he has headed James Charlton Associates, a book packager and literary agency (Baseballchrono@aol.com. and Binswanger@aol.com.)  He will continue in that capacity in addition to his new responsibilities for SABR. 


Jim has written more than three dozen books on such subjects as croquet, baseball, publishing and writing, hand gestures, humor, and charades. He has published a number of quotation collections, including The Writer's Quotation Book. His latest is The Military Quotation Book, which St. Martin's Press is publishing this month.


 	Jim is married, lives in New York City, and plays Sunday morning softball in Lakeville, Ct. He has four children, one of whom is a SABR member.                   CONGRATULATIONS, JIM !!!
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The Baseball Book Group meets every second Saturday each month at the Union Square branch (33 East 17th Street, 4th floor) of Barnes and Noble in NYC on from 5:30-6:30 pm.


It’s free and the author usually joins us afterward for dinner and more Q&A!





April 13-David Falkner, author of Sadaharu Oh, Nine Sides of the Diamond, Short Season, Eleanor's Rebellion, and books on Billy Martin, Mickey Mantle and Jackie Robinson.


May 11-Peter Levine, author of  Ellis Island to Ebbets Field: Sport and the American Jewish Experience,  A. G. Spalding and the Rise of Baseball: The Promise of American Sport, The Rabbi of Swat, and other books. 


June 8-Joachim and Peter Horvitz will discuss their book, The Big Book of Jewish Baseball.
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