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Avicenna’s (980-1037) philosophical works are overwhelmingly in Arabic. Some of his most prominent texts, including his philosophical encyclopaedia al-Shifa’ (The Cure), as well as al-Najat (The Salvation), and al-Isharat wa-l-tanbihat (Pointers and Reminders) were written in Arabic. Nevertheless one major work in the Avicenna corpus is in Persian, Avicenna’s mother tongue, the Danishnama (The Book of Knowledge). The originality of this work lay not solely in its language, but also in the way certain major themes of Avicenna’s philosophy are expounded in a remarkably clear way, which goes hand in hand with a lucid and straightforward Persian style. In what follows I list some of the themes in the Metaphysics of the Danishnama which throw light on the philosophical system of al-Shaykh al-ra’is. Although these issues are treated in his Arabic works, for a fuller understanding of Avicenna’s philosophy their treatment in the Danishnama cannot be disregarded.  These issues include for instance the relationship between the causes, in particular the matter/form relationship and the distinction between potentiality and actuality; also his conception of existence, namely the relationship between the concept of existence and the ten categories, and the view that existence is an accident in created beings; and the distinction between the metaphysical modalities of the possible and the necessary with regard to creatures and God, dubbed by Avicenna the necessarily existent. The Danishnama, a philosophy compendium in Persian, remains a clear and indispensable exposition of Avicenna’s main theories.

