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It has generally been assumed that the carpet weaving industry in Iran went into sharp decline with the demise of the Safavids, only to be revived in the 2nd half of the 19th century as a result of European demand and investment.  As a result of this simplistic assumption, the carpets of the century and a half that followed the Safavids have hardly been studied.


It turns out that such assumptions are faulty because relatively substantial numbers of 18th and early 19th century carpets have survived and may be divided into distinguishable clusters.  These carpets provide a much needed framework for bridging the gap between the classical and modern ages of production, and also explain how the migration and evolution of pattern and design took place across Persia during this period.  


The lecture will present the background and discuss the internal and external influences on the age’s weaving—economic, demographic and artistic.  Moreover, it will be shown that many ‘modern’ patterns did not arise ex nihilo but are rather indebted to the contributions of rural weavers of the 18th century.  The shift in the nature and organization of the industry will be detailed as well.
