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This abstract summaries the key points of my proposed paper for the Edinburgh Symposium of the UK research students of Iranian studies. My paper will focus on the role of Persian Sufi literature, as an aesthetic as well as devotional means of religious expression, in the Pamirī Ismā‛īlī tradition, especially in the rites of mado (derived from Arabic madāh) or qasā’id-khānī (qasīda recitation) and Charāgh-Rushan (lit. ‘candle light’). The issue will be discussed within the frame of the two overlapping cultural contexts that I would call (1) Irano-Islamic (through Nāsir-i Khusraw’s da‛wa, and later Iranian Sufi-Ismā‛īlī-Twelver Shī‛ī  dā‛īs ) and (2) indigenous (formation of the Panj-Tanī i.e. ‘Fivers’ faith, institute of Pirship, local poets), which enable one to understand the core principal of the Pamirī Ismā‛īlism. In order to shield some light on the nature of the Pamirī Ismā‛īlism, the paper will also provide a brief historical overview of the religious development in Pamir and give some explanation on how the geographic term ‘Pamir’ is used in ethno-cultural and religious contexts of the modern Badakhshān region (GBAO) of Tajikistan. 

