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Zoroastrianism one of the oldest monotheistic religions is argued to be given birth in about 1700 B.C. in the Iranian Plateau. The holy book of the religion is referred to as the Avesta which itself, according to linguistic evidences, is consisted of two parts and is divided into two dialects: new and old. The part of the Avesta which linguistically is regarded to be older is known as the Gathas and the part in newer dialect as the Younger Avesta. The Gathas being the inspiration of God or Ahura Mazda to His selected prophet Zarathushtra or Zoroaster is strongly believed to embody the basis of the religion. Younger Avesta, on the other hand, contains much older concepts some of which date back beyond the time of Zoroaster and in other words is closer to the time of Indo-Iranians. Although being dialectically distinct, both are recited in everyday ritual and devotional life. 

Zoroastrianism was widely practiced in Iran before Islam and was the state religion of three huge dynasties namely Achaemenian, Parthian and Sasanian. 

Each of the above mentioned dynasties carry with themselves evidences which show they were followers of the Zoroastrian religion, archaeological evidences as well as inscriptions play important roles in revealing the facts on each of these dynasty’s beliefs since there is not a written history as such available to shed light on the existing obscurities, except for some writings of Greek historians, few in numbers on the subject. Yet what can be said is Zoroastrianism was very clearly playing a role in Iran at least from 558B.C. to 651 A.D. 

This paper will look at the religion through its literature.

