A Study of the Development of Roads
in Blenheim Township,
Oxford, County, Ontario

by Edward B. Kipp, Ph.D., M.L.S., OMH, UE

The information used to draw the following maps was taken from the old Blenheim
Township Minute Book 1822-1844. Mr. James Forrest of Princeton, Ontario, found
this book around 1950. This is one of the earliest township minute books still in
existence in southwestern Ontario. The book was passed on to the late Mrs. Wilfred
Williamson, historical coordinator of the Princeton-Woodbury Women’s Institute
for safekeeping. In 1973, this book was donated to the Provincial Archives of
Ontario in Toronto. Two photographic copies were given to the Princeton-
Woodbury Women’s Institute in return. These are now kept at the Princeton,
Museum.

It is sometimes difficult to interpret the descriptions provided for what each
Overseer of Highways or Pathmaster was responsible for.

Place Names:

Mudgeford Mills — Canning

Blenheim Mills — Richwood

Governor’s Road Settlement —- Princeton, located originally near the Burying
Ground

Governor’s Road — Dundas Street

Bibliography:
“Able Mudge Founder of Ayr was Blenheim Township Assessor in 1822.” The Ayr
News, Vol. 77 (No0.30), p. 1, July 25, 1974.

“A History of the Post Office at Princeton.” The Ayr News. Vol. 78 (No. 4), p. 8-A,
Jan. 30, 1975.
(Post Office was established May 6, 1837)
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Able Mudge founder of Ayr was
Township Assessor in 1822

Blenheim

_BLENHEIM TOWNSHIP
'MINUTE BOOK
1822 - 1844

by Edward B. Kipp

An old Blenheim Township
Minute Book dating back to
1822 was found around 1950 by
Mr. James Forrest of Princeton,
Ontario. He recovered it from a
refuse heap near Richwood,
Ontario. This is one, of the
earliest township minute books
still in existence in southwestern
Ontario. The book was passed
on to Mrs. W. Williamson,
historical co-ordinator of the
Princeton-Woodbury ~ Women’s
Institute (PWI) for’ safekeeping.
In 1973 this book was donated
to the Provincial Archives of
Ontario in Toronto by the PWI.
Two photographic copies were
given to the PWI in return. These
are now kept by Mrs. W,
Williamson. These copies will be
bound and one of them will
probably be placed in the

Princeton Library.-
- This - book contains the
minutes ' of town meetings
starting in 1822 and continuing
to 1844 and includes lists of the
Town and. Parish officers
appointed for the year. It also
contains fines and moneys spent
on roads.

The first town meeting
recorded in this book was legally
notified and held in the old

‘school on Dundas Street on the

first Monday in January 1822
with the following persons being
chosen to serve as Town and
Parish officers for the .year:
Town Clerk, Jacob Goble;
Assessors, Henry Sldwson and

Able Mudge; Collector, Donald,

Mcintyre; Pound  Keepers,
William Swarts and Benjamin

Bailey; Town Wardens, Earl
Martin and Silas  Martin;
Overseers ' of Highways, Silas

Martin, Elial Martin, Ebenezer
Boss and James Pelton.

Succeeding meetings were held

0.R.S.A. Again

The Ontario Rural Softball
“Association willy in 1974, again
break previous records for
“number of teams' entered for
provincial playdowns.

At a classification. meeting
held in Brantford fast
Wednesday, ° association
executive learned 316 teams will
compete for titles in 33 series.
This number includes series for

Record Number

Has
of. Teams

all ages of boys, girls, ladies and
men. : .

The 1974 entries are up 11
teams over 1973. Teams are
entered from all sections of the
province excepting northern
Ontario.

Ayr has seven teams entered;
New Dundee two; Innerkip ten;
Princeton four; and Bright one.

| problem with

once a year on the first Monday
in January at various places in
the township. The old school
house mentioned as being the
first meeting place was probably
on a quarter acre of lot 14
concession 1 Blenheim in or near
the south east corner of the
present Princeton cemetery. This
information was obtained from
the registry office in Woodstock.

Of particular interest are the
town laws, which in the early
days of Blenheim dealt with
animals and fences. The
comstruction of fences was
regulated from the beginning,
for example rail fenees had to be
51 feet high, staked and ridered
and not more than 5 inches
between the 5 bottom rails. The
animals which appeared to need
regulating were hogs until 1828.
The year 1828  roughly
corresponds with a rapid
increase in settlement of the
township and regulation of more
expensive animals such as horses
and cattle. They must of had a
cattle running
loose on Dundas Street for one
of the laws was that unruly and
breechy cattle were to be kept
off Dundas Street at night. As
the years went by the rules
regarding freedom of - animals
became increasingly restrictive.
Even if animals were impounded
by the pound keepers they were
required to be fed sufficient
food that the said animals
should not fall away or receive
damage by impounding. Of
course the owner of the animal

"this book which is very
interesting. That is the list of ear
marks of sundry inhabitants of
Blenheim Township for Horned
Cattle, Hogs, and Sheep ete. The
various ear marks used were
square croping of the ear, slits,
swallow forks, half - penny
notches, holes, half crops and
slanting” crops. in  various
combinations on both left and
right ears of the animal. This
seems to be a novel way of
branding animals. One might
wonder which would be more
painful to the animal, branding
with a hot iron or having
notches and holes cut in its ears.
The first recorded mark was that
of Denton Burns on June 5,
1822. This was a slit in the left
ear. The last recorded mark was
for the animals of James
Rochester on May 20, 185%.
This was a square crop of the
left ear with a half penny out of
the underside of the right ear.
Some of the ear marks of
prominent members of the
township were: Jacob Goble —a
square crop of the right ear and
a slit in the left; John Galbraith
— a square crop of the right ear
with a slit in the same ear:
Jeremiah Cowin — a crop of the
left ear with a slit in the same. A
total of eighty-nine ear marks
were recorded in this book.
Town Clerks from 1322-1859
Jacob Goble, 1822 - 1924,
Joseph Smith, 1825 - 1327,
Jeremiah Cowin, 1525 - 1880.
William Slawson, 1831
Peter Bastedo, 1832 - 1833.

had to pay for this care.
There is alsé another part of

John Jackson, 1834 -'1837.
Joseph H. Laycock, 1838 - 1859

. e ‘
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