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The theme of our annual Teachers’ Convention (February 15th  & 16th) is “Stepping Forward”.  Each year our teachers look forward to this event as an opportunity to stand back from the daily demands of teaching and to explore ways to improve teaching and learning.  We return from the convention with renewed commitment to the education of our students, ready to step forward with optimism to the exciting possibilities of learning and living in a knowledge-based era.

Our convention is a valuable event but our professional development is also an ongoing process through the year.  At Monsignor Hetherington and throughout our district, teachers are responsible for a professional growth plan that addresses areas for individual growth and the needs of the school.  Teachers regularly attend after school inservices to stay current with curriculum developments.  Some teachers attend extended sessions during the summer and still others are involved with university course work during the year.

At Monsignor Hetherington our school focus is on Differentiated Instruction.  Differentiated Instruction is a response to the learning needs of all students.  Teachers are developing strong consistent plans to meet the learning needs of your children.  This process begins with assessment of student needs and then involves adjustment to curriculum content, the learning process and student products.  The process is further adjusted according to student ability, interests and learning strengths.

Professional development activities directly impact a teacher’s ability to provide a positive and effective learning environment.  Our commitment to continuous professional improvement is clearly related to the success of our school and our district.  We look forward to a motivational, inspirational and educational experience at the Teachers’ Convention.  We hope that this long weekend will be a restful and enjoyable family time for you.

Administrative Team

K. deSouza / D. Polischuk

YOUR FUNDRAISING DOLLARS ARE IN THE BOOKS!

At the recent early dismissal our teachers visited United Library Services to select books for much needed classroom libraries.  School Council released $600.00 per classroom to purchase books that will be permanently available in classrooms for student reading.  The books were selected according to the range of student interests, abilities and curriculum links.  $12,000.00 was provided through the School Council to support this project.  We look forward to the delivery of these books in the next few weeks.  Thank you for supporting our fundraiser (gym-a-thon) this year!
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SPECIAL EVENTS ARE ALIVE AT HETHERINGTON

We have several events scheduled for your child’s enrichment and fun to report.  Most recently, our entire student population enjoyed a visit to hear the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra.  The C.P.O. played a wonderful selection from the work of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.  This program was a highlight for Ms. Renaud’s music classes as she has had a particular emphasis on the work of Mozart this year.  Ms. Renaud has been involved with the philharmonic to develop educational performances this year.  Congratulations on a job well done!  We can also be very proud of your children.  They conducted themselves in an exemplary manner throughout the trip and they were a wonderful audience for the musicians.

On January 26th, Mr. Steve Harmer entertained and educated our students for over an hour.  Mr. Harmer presented his motivational magic show entitled “Courage, Character and Caring” to teach children how to be decent, caring citizens who believe in themselves, take a stand and play fair.  These ideas were taught through entertaining tricks and illusions.  Mr. Harmer’s presentation was part of our plan to improve our Safe and Caring School.  We look forward to another Safe and Caring event on March 30th when Calgary Stampeder, Greg Frers will visit our school to present the Choices of Champions program. Thank you to Ms. Polischuk for her leadership in making Monsignor Hetherington a Safe and Caring School.

The second half of the school year also brings two big annual events for our grade 4, 5 and 6 students.  On February 13th and 14th, the grade 4 and 6 students will be learning to ski at Olympic Park.  On April 24th our grade 5 students will be packing for a four-day Earthkeeper experience.  Watch for more information to come home soon.

Special Events continued…

[image: image2.wmf]Finally, we are preparing for our annual Pancake Tuesday on February 27th.  We will need plenty of volunteers to flip pancakes on an outdoor barbecue and serve hungry students this delicious lunch.  Please plan to help when our request for volunteers comes home!
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FRENCH IMMERSION

Attention Parents of Grade 5 and 6 Students

The Calgary Catholic School District offers a Late French Immersion Program to grade 7 students at Madeleine d’Houet, St. Matthew and St. Martha Schools.

Interested parents and students are invited to attend one of the following information meetings:

1. Tuesday, March 13th at 7:00 pm
St. Martha School
6020 – 4 Avenue N.E.
Phone:  273-0670


2. Wednesday, March 14th  at 7:00 pm
Ecole Madeleine d”Houet School
108 – 22 Street N.W.
Phone:  283-5502


3. Thursday, March 15th at 7:00 pm
Ecole St. Matthew School
416 – 83 Avenue S.E.
Phone:  252-7701

If you have questions, contact one of the schools above.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
Traffic and parking at and around the school are getting out of control in the afternoons when the students are dismissed.  It is just a matter of time before someone is seriously injured or worse.  The troubling aspect of this is, it is the parents and relatives of the students who are responsible for this.  People are double parking on Coral Springs Boulevard, stopping traffic so they can have their children run out onto the roadway to get picked up.  Parking in the school bus zone, making it impossible for the buses to pull in properly.  Parking on the south side of Coral Springs Boulevard, which is prohibited, and then either encouraging their children to jay walk from between parked cars into oncoming traffic, or taking their hands and doing it with them.  Some people are actually parking on the sidewalk across from the school.  Doing U–turns in the 

School Council continued…

middle of the boulevard contrary to signs in place.  And then there are the people who completely disregard the bright orange pylons at the entrance to the parking lot and drive over or around them.  They are there for a reason, to keep you out.  This is not to mention the sign at the entrance to the parking lot that prohibits the picking up or dropping off of children in the lot.  It is amazing how rude people can actually be when you try and talk to them and warn them as to the dangers being caused.  The shopping complex across from the school has had enough too.  The 

parking lot is properly signed and is for the patrons of the complex, not for parents/relatives to park in when visiting the school or when picking their children up from school.

There have also been a number of close calls for the school patrollers in recent weeks.  This is frightening considering how clear the roadway has been of snow and ice.

These problems have been addressed by the School and School Council before, and for a while the situation improved.  Unfortunately the situation has deteriorated to the point where School Council will be writing letters to the Calgary Police Service and the Calgary Parking Authority asking for enforcement action at and around the school.  The owners of the shopping complex will also be requesting enforcement action from the Calgary Parking Authority.  These letters will be sent out at the beginning of February.  The parking situation at the school is the same as it has been for years and will be this way for years to come.  For our children’s sake, please drive and act responsibly.

Dean Young

Chairman, School Council
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ALBERTA MOTOR ASSOCIATION

Dear Parents,

Do you know what the leading threat to the health of your children is?  The fact is, your child is more likely to be a victim of traffic trauma than by any form of illness or disease.
Studies have shown that:

· Traffic injuries are the leading cause of death and injury for Albertans under 30.

· The fall months – October, November and December – are the most deadly for child pedestrians.




A.M.A. continued…

· Six percent of injuries happen to children on the way to school and thirty percent on the way home from school.  Friday is the most dangerous day.

· Mid-block crossing is the single most likely reason for injury.

· Two-thirds of children’s injuries occur in clear, sunny conditions.  Eighty percent occur in daylight.

· About twelve percent of rush-hour traffic in cities consists of parents in private cars escorting their children to school.

· [image: image5.wmf]The principal reason that so many younger children are struck down while walking is that they lack the ability, physically or developmentally, to make safe judgements about traffic.

Reprinted with permission from The Globe and Mail

“School Zone:  Watch out for Children”, October 29,’99

Visit the AMA website at www.ama.ab.ca
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SACRAMENTS

Congratulations to Fadwa Khourieh who recently received the Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Mark’s Church.

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH

Children’s Liturgy of the Word at St. Thomas More Parish would like to let you know of our upcoming registration.  It will take place February 3rd & 4th and February 10th & 11th after all the Masses.  Our program is available for ages 4 to 7 year olds and runs during the Liturgy of The Word at Sunday Masses.

The cost is $12.00 per child for a 16-week session.  Due to limited space and organizing, registration will be only on those weekends listed above.  Don’t delay, classes fill fast.

Any questions or concerns, call Julie at 285-1142.
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A HABIT OF THE CATHOLIC HEART

“Are we ready to say grace?”  Many religious people pause before they eat and pray. Christians do this also.  The English word we have for this prayer is “grace”, the same word we use to speak of the way God’s love is given to us freely without us having to earn it.

A Habit continued…

[image: image6.wmf]“Grace” comes from a Latin word, gratia, a word many know from the similar Spanish word gracias.  This simple word is trying to get hold of what is best in the human spirit.  It is that spontaneous “thanks” that is our response to a kindness, some good word or deed with which another person blesses us.

So at table we say grace, we say “thanks,” give thanks.  Hunger brings us back to the table – even when there’s no table at all – and before we take nourishment, we go hungry a moment longer while we give thanks.

What is done before eating is just one tiny moment of the deepest Catholic habit.  We want “grace” all the time, morning and night, even in hard times.  We are a “thanks’ saying” people.  It comes with the territory.  We’re shaped in giving thanks by the obligation we have to gather at the church’s table every Sunday and make the eucharistic, the “thanks-giving” prayer before we feast on the body and blood of the Lord.
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We’re baptized to be Christ’s body, giving God thanks all the days of our life, being the voice of creation whether we feel like it or not, whether the times are good or awful.  (Thanks can leave lots of room for lament and even some cursing now and then – just pray the psalms!)  This is no easy “Hey, thanks a lot.”  It is rather, the total thanks of those who have been shaped by Christ’s passion and death in God’s merciful love for the world.

2001 Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622-1101; 800-933-1800 Text by Gabe Huck
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SOCCER REGISTRATION

The Properties Sports Association is holding their outdoor soccer registration for children aged 5 –12 on the following dates and times:

Saturday, February 3rd
Sunday, February 4th
Saturday, February 24th
Sunday, February 25th

from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each date at the Rundle Community Hall, 2409 – 50 Street N.E.

HANDBOOK FOR PARENTS OF STUDENTS WHO ARE GIFTED AND TALENTED

The Alberta Association for Bright Children (AABC) are pleased to announce that we will be working with Alberta Learning to prepare a handbook for parents of students who are gifted and talented.  This handbook will be a companion piece to Book 7, Teaching Students who are Gifted and Talented, in the Programming for Students with Special Needs series.  The handbook is intended to include strategies to help parents of gifted and talented children.

AABC invites input from all parents of children who are gifted and talented as to the content of the handbook.  In particular, we would like your feedback on the list of possible topics for inclusion in the handbook, including your views on specific content you would like to see under the various topic headings.

Please forward your comments in writing by February 28th to:

AABC, The Bright Site

Room 1280, 6240 – 113 Street

Edmonton, AB T6H 3L2

Attn:  Barbara Romaniuk

The list of possible topics is also posted on our website at www.edmc.net/aabc, where you can submit your feedback electronically.

For additional information, please contact Barbara Romaniuk at (403)271-2800.

Some of the topics that will be examined include:

1) Meaning of “Gifted” in:
- school setting
– home life
– personal context


2) Understanding of Assessment:
- purpose
– types of testing
– analysis/explanation of results
– utilization
– experience of assessments


3) Understanding of IPPs:
- process
– school’s role
– parents’ role
– student’s role


4) School Program Selection:
- information/availability of options
– evaluation/making choices


5) Mentorship:
- benefits/obligations
– establishment


6) Gender Issues


7) Learning Difficulties:
- identification of disabilities
– identification of emotional/social factors


8) Ages and Stages – Educational and Emotional:
- young child
– child
– pre-adolescent
– adolescent
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Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday





1
Day 3


2
Day 4
3

4
5
Day 5
6
Day 6
7
Day 1
8
Day 2

School Council – 7:00


9
Day 3
10

11
12
Day 4
13
Day 5

Gr. 4 & 6 - Skiing
14
Day 6

Gr. 4 & 6 - Skiing
15

Teachers’ Convention – No Classes
16

Teachers’ Convention – No Classes
17

18
19

Family Day – No Classes
20
Day 1
21
Day 2

Gr. 5C & 5S - Glenbow
22
Day 3

Gr. 5V & 5K – Glenbow


23
Day 4
24

25
26
Day 5
27
Day 6

Pancake Lunch
28
Day 1

Ash Wednesday Celebration
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