English Comp. III

01/07/02


One way to become a better writer is to read more.  You absorb the proper use of language and broaden your vocabulary.

Literature

What is literature?


Student ideas …

· Words

· Descriptive words

· Imagination

· Expression

· Proper style of writing (“formal”)

· Something you read for enjoyment (“not necessary”)

· Has characters

· Has themes – subject, purpose, underlying meaning

· Tells a story (sometimes)

· Makes you think (thought-provoking)

· Open to many different interpretations, meanings, morals, etc.

Teacher’s response – two main elements that make something “literature”

1) Pays attention to language.  Language is used skillfully and effectively.  Any grammar errors are intentional.  Language used elegantly to enable reader to see the picture or feel the emotion.

2) Themes.  It’s a statement about what life is like.  You’re not going to think it’s good if you see no relevance to your life.

Literature has to include an underlying theme that’s relevant. The details of the story may not matter in whether or not you can relate to it.  For  example, we cannot relate to many (if any) of the details in the story of Romeo & Juliet.  What we can relate to is the emotion. We relate to Romeo & Juliet because it’s real-life.  People fall in love with “the wrong people” all the time.  We still relate to that as a part of the human experience.

When you don’t like something that you read, think about why.  It’s generally because you cannot relate to it.

Reader Response Criticism

Read something and then capture your immediate response on paper.  Capture your response before you give it too much thought.

1114 – Reader Response Criticism

Each of us will have a different reaction.  Everybody brings something unique.

Reader response critics create the story along with the author.  You’re filling in the blanks in your head as you read.

p. 5 – “The Story of an Hour”

My immediate reaction …


That’s exactly that I thought was going to happen.



Teacher says that this is due to foreshadowing:




Author puts some crucial piece of information at the beginning of the story – before you 

really realize how significant that “detail” is going to be.


Paragraph #2 was hard to read because so much of it is in the passive tense.



“It was her sister, Josephine, who told her.”    vs.   “Her sister, Josephine, told her.”


Author is trying too hard to be descriptive.

There is a lot of irony in this story.

Characters

1047 – Different types of:

character – fictional person in a story

· protagonist – hero, heroine, main character

· antagonist – force or person who is the opposing character of the protagonist

· round characters – fully-developed character who changes, somehow, during the story

· flat character – character with a minor role that doesn’t change during the course of the story (usually a stereotype)

characterization – how a character is presented or revealed in the story.  Do we learn about them through a physical description?  Do we watch their actions?  Do we listen to their words?  Do we learn about them through their thoughts that are revealed to us as the readers?

Authors have to know a lot about their character(s) – even if they don’t put everything they know about their character into the story for us to know, too.

This helps the author make the character(s) more believable.

The author knows what kind of character(s) the story needs, and the author can tell about the character without stopping the story.

Conflict

( In order to have an interesting plot, you have to have conflict!

Where, in the story, is the problem that needs to get solved?

Conflict – the struggle between opposing characters that causes tension or suspense.

There are three different types of conflict:

· person vs. person

· person vs. self

· person vs. environment (or nature)

In most stories, there is more than one type of conflict present.

To have conflict, you have to have a certain type of character.

Homework

Jot down your immediate response:

p. 522 – The Sniper

· Identify one conflict

p. 527 – The Curse

· Concentrate on Mitch.  Why didn’t he try harder to stop the crime?  Look at this character for ideas.

· Imagine the effects of this crime.  What kind of shape will he be in next week … a year from now?

Terms (9)

Antagonist – the character in a story who opposes or rivals the protagonist (or main character(s)).

Character – a verbal representation, in literature, of a person.

Characterization – the means by which the author establishes what a character is like.

Conflict - the struggle between opposing characters that causes tension or suspense.

Flat character – a person in a fictional or dramatic work who does not undergo individual development and who often embodies a stereotype.

Plot – what happens in a play or story.

Protagonist – The main character in a play or story, also called the hero or heroine.

Round character – A complex, fully-developed, character who is presented in great depth and detail.

Stereotype – character whose traits are said to be common to all persons of a certain race, gender, etc.

My Character

Male

Spanish

Black hair

6’2”

very tan

very white teeth

round face

muscular

José Júarez

From Olot, Spain

Single dad (widower)

Age:  32

Works on computers during the day.  Teaches English, as a second language, one night per week.

Ate Tomato Bread & Espresso for breakfast this morning.

Took his 8-year-old son ice skating last night.

Visited his aunt in the United States last Christmas.

Most embarrassing:  told woman customer that she had a booger on her face instead of what he was trying to say, which was that she looked beautiful.

Most proud:  invented the DVD.

What causes him the most trouble is that he is a perfectionist and an over-achiever.  He is always stressed.

How does he get out of trouble situations?  He is learning to lower his standards just a little bit.  He is just learning, since his wife died, to spend time with his son and just enjoy hangin’ out with him – with no agenda.  He relieves stress the best by doing some sort of physical recreational activity with his son.

Secret dream:  He wants his English (and American accent) to be so good that he can pass himself off on a secret government mission as an authentic American.  Everybody knows his dream.
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