English Comp. III

02/11/02


Essays

First sentence of my essay …

Author, Ambrose Bierce, uses several literary devices in his short story, “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”, to demonstrate the point that it pays to be cautious.

For the title of the story, use quotation marks OR italics – but not both.

It is incorrect to separate the name of the author with commas and the name of the story with commas.

Author is more like an adjective in this sentence.

The author’s name and the title of the story are REALLY necessary information in this sentence.  If they weren’t necessary, it would be okay to separate them off by commas.

Think of this sentence as an example …

Students who are usually late will be shot.

Students, who are usually late, will be shot.

Also, keep these essays in the third person – not the first person.

P = punctuation error

Awk = awkward wording

Frag = sentence fragment

WC = word choice

_____                       _____  agreement problem (between these two words)



Genesis & Afterbirth

The baby that’s born is Sultan’s heir

Yaay!

Afterbirth – the mother is unhappy

Why are these two poems grouped?

Different perspectives of the same event

Genesis – mostly the men’s perspective

Tells you something about the relationship between them.

If the mother had given birth to a girl, it wouldn’t necessarily have changed her feelings – although it may have changed his.

Scourge = whip

TERRIBLE

This is an expression of the depth of her feeling

“The wild oat is sown” gives us a sense of finality – like her job is done

cipher = nothing

She’s on the verge of becoming a nothing 

Kin to the moon – she’s nobody to them.  She’s removed from the concerns of life.  She’s smaller like the moon gets smaller and smaller until it disappears.

Note the appearance of the two poems

full vs. meaningless

visual representation of how small and insignificant she feels

author made this choice to help relay his point

Genesis – primarily narrative

Afterbirth – primarily lyric

Afterbirth is also an example of free verse

Man He Killed

War

Soldier killed another soldier

If they had met under some other circumstances …

Nipperkin = old word for napkin (quaint word)

“You’d treat if met where any bar is”

You’d treat ‘em to a drink or give ‘em some money

Tone is sort of light-hearted

Rhythm seems a little playful

Has a definite meter

Has rhyme scheme

The first rhyme scheme we learned about as kids

“end rhyme” – 1st and 3rd lines rhyme and 2nd and 4th lines rhyme

very childlike

Good example of how they use meter and rhyme scheme (& imagery) to reinforce his point

Simplicity of the poem reinforces simple view of war.

“I shot him dead because –

because he was my foe”

“He thought he’d ‘list”

tells us he joined the army because it’s a job

Primarily narrative but somewhat lyric

Tells a story, but gives us clues of his mindset

On the Subway

She’s trying to decide what he thinks of her, while she’s stereotyping about him.

All in the speaker’s head.

Boy and the speaker (probably a woman)

She might have had a pre-conceived notion.

She was trying not to stereotype, but she couldn’t help it.

Essence of the poem …

She can’t ignore these stereotypes, but she makes an effort to break out of them.  She’d like to find a different way to think about him.

Interesting that the author chose to give this guy black shoes with white laces.

One girl in our class thought of her own son.  He looks similar to this guy, but he’s actually a big ol’ sweeting.  When he’s on the bus, people might think of him this way.  He’s 16.

Someone else said ending was condescending and still part of the stereotype.  The choices of words was very dark.  Her word choice says a lot about how she feels.

She can’t (or won’t) get away from the stereotype.

Does she feel guilty because she’s white, and he’s black?

She was judging him and trying to decide whether or not he was judging her.  She has no idea, so that decision was based solely on her own “stuff”.

The red like the inside of the body says a lot about her state of mind.

Could this be the author’s attempt at propaganda?

Why were her images so drastic and horrid?

She has a lot of fear

She’s already decided he’s a criminal (mugger)

She imposes her stereotype imagery on him.

She’s not very complimentary of herself.

This is part of the reason our teacher thinks she’s trying to break away from the stereotype.

She’s up to her eyeballs in her own fear.  She tries to get above it, but she keeps falling back into it.

She’s wondering if she could even know what it is like for him.

I am so unconscious of anything other than who I am.

This demonstrates how we all try to go toward the light, but some can’t.

This represents a struggle that was going on in whites in the 80’s.

Point of View in Poetry Assignment

As we have discovered in class, common subjects of poetry include relationships, death, and struggle.  We have explored how different poets approach the same general subject in different ways, with each poet providing a unique point of view.  And we have tried to see how poets make use of various techniques in order to express their points of view.  Your assignment is to choose one common subject and discuss how it is expressed in two or more of the poems we have read (see list below).  You may also use the poem you brought to class to share.

To get full credit for this assignment, you must write an essay of 500-600 words, in which you do the following things.

1. Identify the common subject you have chosen and the two poems you will discuss.

2. For each poem, identify the poet’s point of view on the subject and show how that point of view is uniquely expressed.  In your discussion, you will probably rely heavily on imagery to explain how the point of view is expressed, but you should try also to use elements such as humor, personification, paradox, speaker, meter, alliteration, repetition, onomatopoeia, and narrative, lyric, and dramatic emphases.  You might want to compare and contrast points of view and/or include the meanings of the titles.

3. Support your claims by either quoting word-for-word or paraphrasing the poems, using appropriate MLA style documentation for in-text citation.  Remember, when you quote a poem, separate the lines with slash marks.  For example:
”In the early morning / I forget I’m in this world / with crooked chiefs”

4. If you use the poem you brought to share, you must attatch a copy of the poem.

Poems we have discussed in class …

· The Father Two Poem

· The Faithful Wife

· Genesis

· Afterbirth

· The Man He Killed

· On the Subway

· Jorge …

This assignment will be turned in at the beginning of next week’s class.

Some possible subjects:

· Death

· Struggle

· Loneliness

· Heartbreak

· Relationships

MLA documentation

“In early

morning

I forget” (li 1-3)

OR

“In early / morning / I forget” (li 1-3)

Include title and author

Father Poem 2 & Faithful Wife could have the topic of relationships in common

Explain the relationship that was expressed

Cite the specific techniques that were used

Do one, then the the other

OR

Go back and forth between the two poems throughout the paper

You can quote word-for-word, or you can paraphrase

Don’t worry about page #’s – put line #’s

Be sure to include a Works Cited page AND in-text citation

Compare and contrast – literal relationship (father/daughter husband/wife)

Both have some ambivalence

Re-write of fiction paper

If you are going to do a re-write on the paper you just got back, it is also do at the beginning of next week’s class.

If you are going to do a re-write, and you don’t understand some of the teacher’s comments, please be SURE to ask.

Also, if you are going to do a re-write, you must turn in the original paper (including the teacher’s comments) with it.
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