English Comp. III

02/25/02


Due next week

Poetry paper revisions due next week

Drama paper due next week

Research paper (final project)

Pick one author whose work we have studied1and answer the following question:

"How was that author's work influenced by their environment?"

Make sure you provide examples from their work that support your thesis

1Can use the author of the poem and/or song you brought in on 02/11/02.  If so, be sure to re-attach their work to your paper.
People who don't do well on this project don't answer the question.  They do research on the author, and they write a biography, but they don't answer the question.  It is not necessary to write a biography on the author.  It is only necessary to answer the question.

You are required to use at least 2 sources:

· Our book2 their works in the book)

· One outside source2
2You can use the biographies in the back of the book if there is enough information.  The Biographical End Notes section begins on p. 1134 and includes a short biography on every author whose works are in our book.
You will probably end up getting your outside source(s) from the Internet.

Be sure to use MLA Documentation Style

If you chose to do your paper on a poet, you can cite examples from more than one of their poems in order to get enough examples and quotes to use.

Hamlet

Summary of plot …

Hamlet's father died under mysterious circumstances while Hamlet was away.  His mother married Hamlet's uncle (Hamlet's father's brother) very soon thereafter -- before Hamlet could even return to town.

Hamlet is very distraught over the death of his father and the marriage of his mother and uncle.

A ghost visits Hamlet (allegedly the ghost is the spirit of Hamlet's father).  The ghost tells him that his father's death was not an accident -- that he was murdered -- by his uncle.  The ghost gets very graphic with his description of what was done to his father in order to kill him.

Hamlet's mad.  They send him to England.

Ofelia's mad. She accidentally kills herself.

Ofelia's funeral is in England.  Ofelia's brother and father come to the funeral.

Hamlet challenges Ofelia's brother to a fencing match.

New King Claudius devises a plot to kill Hamlet.

Gertrude (Hamlet's mother) drinks from a cup laced with poison that was intended for Hamlet.  She dies.

L slashes Hamlet.

Hamlet fatally wounds L.

L spills the king's plot to kill Hamlet.

Discussion of the plot

Ghost appears

They believed that the devil could be a ghost.  Hamlet doesn't know whether or not he should listen to, or follow, the ghost, but he goes anyway.

Denmark vs. Norway

Denmark won

Denmark needs a seasoned leader

The nobles had to agree to support the next king.

Scene 1

Claudius & Gertrude

celebration in court

Hamlet will appear

Claudius is shrewd

He doesn't want Hamlet to go back to school because he might raise an army.  He wants to keep him where he can keep an eye on him.

Watched several excerpts from the movie:

Hamlet
Release Year: 1996
Cast: Richard Attenborough, Kenneth Branagh, Brian Blessed, Julie Christie, Derek Jacobi, Kate Winslet
Director: Kenneth Branagh
Categories: Drama 
Rated: PG13 (Violence, Sexual Situations )
Running Time: 242 minutes


At least the 22nd time William Shakespeare's most famous tragedy has been brought to the screen, Kenneth Branagh's film adaptation of Hamlet was the first to preserve Shakespeare's entire text, uncut and unabridged. Moving the action into the 19th century, Branagh cast himself in the title role and, as in his adaptation of Much Ado About Nothing, assembled an eclectic group of actors that mixed veteran Shakespearean performers (including John Mills, Judi Dench, John Gielgud, and Derek Jacobi) with Hollywood stars not known for interpreting the Bard's work (among them Robin Williams, Charlton Heston, Billy Crystal, and Jack Lemmon). However, unlike most interpretations, it's the women who really carry the show, with the two best performances delivered by Kate Winslet as Ophelia and Julie Christie as Gertrude. As usual, Hamlet finds himself torn over what to do after the death of his father and his mother's hasty remarriage. Branagh's version of Hamlet was also notable on a technical level, as it was filmed in the 70-mm format for increased visual clarity and detail. ~ Mark Deming, All Movie Guide 

[image: image1.png]



� HYPERLINK "http://www.blockbuster.com/bb/movie/details/0,7286,VID-V+++136644,00.html" ��http://www.blockbuster.com/bb/movie/details/0,7286,VID-V+++136644,00.html?�








Page 1 of 1

