English Comp. III

03/04/02


Research paper -- turning it in

Research papers are due this Thursday, 03/07/02, by 1:00 p.m.
Drop paper into her mailbox in Room 325.  Access to her mailbox is locked up after 5:00 p .m.  Drop your paper in the mail slot in Room 332.

Please do not email her your paper.  She doesn't trust her email.  She's been having trouble with it.

If you plan to fax it, first call the English department secretary to make arrangements for her to get the fax off of the fax machine and put it into Maue's mailbox.

Do not be late turning it in.  If it is late, you may or may not get credit for it.  She may come in some time next week and look over it briefly and give you some credit for it, but don't count on that.  Just don't be late.

If you want to include a self-addressed stamped envelope with your paper, she will drop the graded paper into the mail for you.

The assignment

Choose one of the authors we've studied and research his/her life.  Answer the question:

How did the political, social, and/or cultural life of the period affect this author's work?  You can also consider how the author's works were influenced by his/her religious and/or economic environment and/or his/her personal experiences.  Chances are, however, that you can relate his/her personal experiences to his/her environment, though.

Be sure to quote or paraphrase the author's work, using appropriate MLA style documentation for in-text citation, to demonstrate what you mean.  This assignment will require a Works Cited on a separate sheet of paper.

You might consider the following ideas in your paper:

For fiction: why did the author choose the kinds of plots, create the kinds of characters, use the kinds of settings, write on the types of themes, and/or employ the types of literary devices he or she did?

For poetry: why did he author choose the types of subjects, images, speakers, and/or poetic forms that he or she did?  Also, what kind of influence did the author's life have on his/her unique point-of-view as expressed in poetry?

For drama: why did the author choose the kinds of plots, create the kinds of characters, use the kind of settings, write on the types of themes, and/or employ the types of dramatic devices he/she did?

Consider, if applicable, why everything written by that author has the same:

· theme

· literary devices

· form

· etc.

You can choose some, all, or none of these ideas to address in your paper.

The paper must be 500-600 words, and it must follow the format guidelines in the syllabus.

MLA Documentation

· Works Cited vs. Bibliography

Works Cited = only includes sources which you have quoted or paraphrased in your paper

Bibliography = includes anything you may have looked at or referenced for your paper

We are only required to do a Works Cited page for this project.

· Internet sources

· In-text documentation

(Last name, first name, title or key word)

· Works Cited page

Last name, first name.  "Title".  Web site title.  Date.  <URL>

Last name = last name of author (if you have it)

First name = first name of author (if you have it)

"Title" = the title that appears in the blue bar, in the upper left-hand corner of the web page.

Web site title = title of the web site (if you have it), such as "All About Garth Brooks"

Date = date you accessed the page.  Must be written as follows:  4 March 2002

URL = the complete web address of the page.  Enclose in <>.

· Page #'s

Q:
How do you cite page numbers for Internet sources?

A:
It is not necessary to cite page numbers unless you are looking at an electronic duplication of the 

printed format.  For example, if you are looking at an electronic version of a hard copy newspaper that has been reproduced, and the page # is included, you would need to include it.  Otherwise, it is not necessary to include page #'s on Internet sources.

As a general rule, remember that the easier you make it for a researcher to find the source, the better it is.

· Journals

Many scholarly journals contain abstracts of the journal articles.  An abstract of a journal article is a summary of the article.  Keep in mind whether you are using the journal article as a source or whether you are using the abstract of the journal article as a source -- and cite it correctly.  See page 1079 in your book.
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