	Expanding Economic Liberalization beyond Goods: GATS, TRIPS, etc.

Within the WTO are numerous sub-agreements which seek to expand neoliberal principles into virtually every sector of the economy.   The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) seeks to liberalize services.  It will provide transnational corporations with the legal tools to force governments to open public services like health and education to private competition, thus creating two tier systems (prestige service for the wealthy; gutted public service for the rest), or, in the case of many poorer nations, complete privatization.   The Trade Related Intellectual Property Measures (TRIPS) establishes global rules on intellectual 'property' such as patents, copyrights, and trademarks.  Thanks to these rules, biotech corporations will be able to monopolize the profits from their 'biotech' revolution and, if they have it their way, be the legal stewards of the global food supply.  In the pharmaceutical field, corporations which own drug-patents are using TRIPS to prevent poor countries from creating cheaper, generic drugs which could be used to deal with national emergencies such as the AIDS epidemics in Africa and Brazil.

Military Industrial Complex Gets Special Treatment

In general, the WTO seeks, unconditionally, to empower the private sector.  There is, however, one major exception:  Article XXI exempts activities related to "national security" from WTO challenge.  This allows a free flow of tax dollars - via government subsidies - into weapons-producing industries which, in turn, stimulates arms exports and arms proliferation.  This provision also ensures that repressive measures which curtail civil liberties - measures such as press censorship, covert surveillance, etc. - cannot be opened to challenge via the WTO.
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Pierre Pettigrew – the ‘Corporate Pett’

Popular Resistance Mounts 

After being shut down by demonstrations in Seattle in 1999 and then forced to hide out in Qatar in 2001, the WTO process is now experiencing a crisis of legitimacy. In late July, Pierre Pettigrew (a.k.a. 'Corporate Pett'), Canada's Minister of International Trade, and a select group of WTO ministers will try to resurrect the WTO in Montreal on the path to a major September meeting of trade ministers in Cancun, Mexico. Their intention is to establish new modalities of negotiation - and possibly an imposed agenda - in time for Cancun. Trade ministers have described the closed meeting as a "last ditch bid" to revive the WTO process. 

In response, a "Mobilization Against the WTO Mini-Ministerial in Montreal", an open organizational assembly process by Montreal region activists affiliated with various local anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist, and anti-war groups, has mounted an ambitious campaign of resistance. July 27-30 are days of action, with a major "No One is Illegal" march planned for July 27, and various educational events (teach-ins, conferences) will occur during the lead-up period. 

For more info., contact "Mobilization Against the WTO Mini-Ministerial" at resisteomc@resist.ca or visit our website:  montreal.resist.ca
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MONTREAL ANTI-WTO ORGANIZING ASSEMBLY
6:30pm: June 10 & 23, July 10,15,23

L'X (182, Ste-Catherine est, metro Berri-UQAM)







