>>>\Why Get LEED Certified? Continued...

Regardless, many Tenants and Owners opt to build sustainable projects and not obtain
LEED certification. The reasons for this approach vary, but some clients are deterred by
the added time and expense to do the necessary documentation for LEED certification
and the cost of additional consultants. Although there are supplementary requirements
due to the documentation process and cost of materials, the soft costs should not change.
“Currently, some of these sustainable building materials are more expensive on the front
end,” conceded Irwin Schneider, P.E., Managing Director of VVVA LLC, “But as this
trend continues and as long as the space has a 10 to 15 year lifespan these items will
ultimately pay for themselves in overall savings.”

Some companies, like California-based AISO and Google, are going “green-er” by
harnessing solar power. Google is installing a large-scale solar panel system, which will
reduce its reliance on utility power and save more than $393,000 annually in energy
costs. At this rate, the system will pay for itself in approximately 7.5 years. AISO uses
solar panels that generate 12 kilowatts of electricity, to power servers and lighting.
California is proposing incentives to induce more companies to install solar systems by
offering a $2.50-per-watt tax rebate for systems of up to 1 megawatt in size.

Recently recognized LEED projects such as Durst’s, One Bryant Park development in
Manhattan will receive a Platinum LEED Project for New Construction certification. The
press acknowledged this project well before it broke ground and it has now achieved
international acclaim as the first high-rise office building to realize such a rating. “By and
large, the benefits of LEED certification do outweigh the costs, and organizations
choosing to apply for this certification often receive positive publicity and credibility for
these projects,” added Irwin Schneider, “At VVA, our project managers, along with
design professionals, will provide a cost analysis prior to the onset of the project, so the
client will be able to visualize the economic and environmental benefits of LEED
certification. A cost-benefit analysis is crucial for any Owner or Tenant considering
LEED certification.”



