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A system of Internet servers that support specially formatted documents. The documents are formatted in a script called HTML (HyperText Markup Language) that supports links to other documents, as well as graphics, audio, and video files. This means you can jump from one document to another simply by clicking on hot spots. Not all Internet servers are part of the World Wide Web. 

There are several applications called Web browsers that make it easy to access the World Wide Web; Two of the most popular being Netscape Navigator and Microsoft's Internet Explorer. 

World Wide Web is not synonymous with the Internet
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/H/HTTP.html/14891/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643035656230?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Short for HyperText Transfer Protocol, the underlying protocol used by the World Wide Web. HTTP defines how messages are formatted and transmitted, and what actions Web servers and browsers should take in response to various commands. For example, when you enter a URL in your browser, this actually sends an HTTP command to the Web server directing it to fetch and transmit the requested Web page. 

The other main standard that controls how the World Wide Web works is HTML, which covers how Web pages are formatted and displayed. 

HTTP is called a stateless protocol because each command is executed independently, without any knowledge of the commands that came before it. This is the main reason that it is difficult to implement Web sites that react intelligently to user input. This shortcoming of HTTP is being addressed in a number of new technologies, including ActiveX, Java, JavaScript and cookies
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/U/URL.html/4786/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643035653130?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Abbreviation of Uniform Resource Locator, the global address of documents and other resources on the World Wide Web. 

The first part of the address indicates what protocol to use, and the second part specifies the IP address or the domain name where the resource is located. 

For example, the two URLs below point to two different files at the domain pcwebopedia.com. The first specifies an executable file that should be fetched using the FTP protocol; the second specifies a Web page that should be fetched using the HTTP protocol: 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/I/Internet.html/11065/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643035653630?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



A global network connecting millions of computers. More than 100 countries are linked into exchanges of data, news and opinions. 

Unlike online services, which are centrally controlled, the Internet is decentralized by design. Each Internet computer, called a host, is independent. Its operators can choose which Internet services to use and which local services to make available to the global Internet community. Remarkably, this anarchy by design works exceedingly well. 

There are a variety of ways to access the Internet. Most online services, such as America Online, offer access to some Internet services. It is also possible to gain access through a commercial Internet Service Provider (ISP). 

The Internet is not synonymous with World Wide Web
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/h/hyperlink.html/18123/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643035653630?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



An element in an electronic document that links to another place in the same document or to an entirely different document. Typically, you click on the hyperlink to follow the link. Hyperlinks are the most essential ingredient of all hypertext systems, including the World Wide Web.

	hypertext 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/h/hypertext.html/7034/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643036313730?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



A special type of database system, invented by Ted Nelson in the 1960s, in which objects (text, pictures, music, programs, and so on) can be creatively linked to each other. When you select an object, you can see all the other objects that are linked to it. You can move from one object to another even though they might have very different forms. For example, while reading a document about Mozart, you might click on the phrase Violin Concerto in A Major, which could display the written score or perhaps even invoke a recording of the concerto. Clicking on the name Mozart might cause various illustrations of Mozart to appear on the screen. The icons that you select to view associated objects are called Hypertext links or buttons. 

Hypertext systems are particularly useful for organizing and browsing through large databases that consist of disparate types of information. There are several Hypertext systems available for Apple Macintosh computers and PCs that enable you to develop your own databases. Such systems are often called authoring systems . HyperCard software from Apple Computer is the most famous.
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/H/HTML.html/26493/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643462616530?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Short for HyperText Markup Language, the authoring language used to create documents on the World Wide Web. HTML is similar to SGML, although it is not a strict subset. 

HTML defines the structure and layout of a Web document by using a variety of tags and attributes. The correct structure for an HTML document starts with <HTML><HEAD>(enter here what document is about)</HEAD><BODY> and ends with </BODY></HTML>. All the information you'd like to include in your Web page fits in between the <BODY> and </BODY> tags. 

There are hundreds of other tags used to format and layout the information in a Web page. For instance, <P> is used to make paragraphs and <I> … </I>is used to italicize fonts. Tags are also used to specify hypertext links. These allow Web developers to direct users to other Web pages with only a click of the mouse on either an image or word(s). For a more complete list of tags, check out some of the URLs below. 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/l/local_area_network_LAN.html/13619/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643462623430?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



A computer network that spans a relatively small area. Most LANs are confined to a single building or group of buildings. However, one LAN can be connected to other LANs over any distance via telephone lines and radio waves. A system of LANs connected in this way is called a wide-area network (WAN). 

Most LANs connect workstations and personal computers. Each node (individual computer ) in a LAN has its own CPU with which it executes programs, but it also is able to access data and devices anywhere on the LAN. This means that many users can share expensive devices, such as laser printers, as well as data. Users can also use the LAN to communicate with each other, by sending e-mail or engaging in chat sessions. 

There are many different types of LANs Ethernets being the most common for PCs. Most Apple Macintosh networks are based on Apple's AppleTalk network system, which is built into Macintosh computers. 

The following characteristics differentiate one LAN from another: 

  topology : The geometric arrangement of devices on the network. For example, devices can be arranged in a ring or in a straight line. 

  protocols : The rules and encoding specifications for sending data. The protocols also determine whether the network uses a peer-to-peer or client/server architecture. 

  media : Devices can be connected by twisted-pair wire, coaxial cables, or fiber optic cables. Some networks do without connecting media altogether, communicating instead via radio waves. 

LANs are capable of transmitting data at very fast rates, much faster than data can be transmitted over a telephone line; but the distances are limited, and there is also a limit on the number of computers that can be attached to a single LAN. 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/w/wide_area_network_WAN.html/27506/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643462623830?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



A computer network that spans a relatively large geographical area. Typically, a WAN consists of two or more local-area networks (LANs). 

Computers connected to a wide-area network are often connected through public networks, such as the telephone system. They can also be connected through leased lines or satellites. The largest WAN in existence is the Internet. 

	chat 
Last modified: Thursday, May 14, 1998  


	[image: image34.png]






 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/c/chat.html/30828/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643462643130?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Real-time communication between two users via computer. Once a chat has been initiated, either user can enter text by typing on the keyboard and the entered text will appear on the other user's monitor. Most networks and online services offer a chat feature. 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/h/hacker.html/25233/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643462636230?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



A slang term for a computer enthusiast, i.e., a person who enjoys learning programming languages and computer systems and can often be considered an expert on the subject(s). Among professional programmers, depending on how it used, the term can be either complimentary or derogatory, although it is developing an increasingly derogatory connotation. The pejorative sense of hacker is becoming more prominent largely because the popular press has coopted the term to refer to individuals who gain unauthorized access to computer systems for the purpose of stealing and corrupting data. Hackers, themselves, maintain that the proper term for such individuals is cracker. 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/e/e_mail.html/17558/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643462653330?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Short for electronic mail, the transmission of messages over communications networks. The messages can be notes entered from the keyboard or electronic files stored on disk. Most mainframes, minicomputers, and computer networks have an e-mail system. Some electronic-mail systems are confined to a single computer system or network, but others have gateways to other computer systems, enabling users to send electronic mail anywhere in the world. Companies that are fully computerized make extensive use of e-mail because it is fast, flexible, and reliable. 

Most e-mail systems include a rudimentary text editor for composing messages, but many allow you to edit your messages using any editor you want. You then send the message to the recipient by specifying the recipient's address. You can also send the same message to several users at once. This is called broadcasting. 

Sent messages are stored in electronic mailboxes until the recipient fetches them. To see if you have any mail, you may have to check your electronic mailbox periodically, although many systems alert you when mail is received. After reading your mail, you can store it in a text file, forward it to other users, or delete it. Copies of memos can be printed out on a printer if you want a paper copy. 

All online services and Internet Service Providers (ISPs) offer e-mail, and most also support gateways so that you can exchange mail with users of other systems. Usually, it takes only a few seconds or minutes for mail to arrive at its destination. This is a particularly effective way to communicate with a group because you can broadcast a message or document to everyone in the group at once. 

Although different e-mail systems use different formats, there are some emerging standards that are making it possible for users on all systems to exchange messages. In the PC world, an important e-mail standard is MAPI. The CCITT standards organization has developed the X.400 standard, which attempts to provide a universal way of addressing messages. To date, though, the de facto addressing standard is the one used by the Internet system because almost all e-mail systems have an Internet gateway. 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/e/electronic_commerce.html/7121/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643462646630?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Conducting business on-line. This includes, for example, buying and selling products with digital cash and via Electronic Data Interchange (EDI). 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mjxads.internet.com/RealMedia/ads/adstream_lx.cgi/intm/it/www.webopedia.com/TERM/b/browser.html/29322/336x280/default/empty.gif/34326262363830323364643462653130?_RM_EMPTY_" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 HYPERLINK "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://63.236.18.118/RealMedia/ads/adstream_nx.ads/intm/it/www.webopedia.com@468x60-1,468x60-2,125x125-1,336x280,336x280,125x800,cp1,cp2,cp3,cp4,cp5,cp6,cp7!336x280" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Short for Web browser, a software application used to locate and display Web pages. The two most popular browsers are Netscape Navigator and Microsoft Internet Explorer. Both of these are graphical browsers, which means that they can display graphics as well as text. In addition, most modern browsers can present multimedia information, including sound and video, though they require plug-ins for some formats. 


Satellite dish antenna 

DIRECTV uses satellites to broadcast more than 225 digital-quality channels across the United States. To get DIRECTV® programming with your receiver, you'll need a dual-LNB (Low Noise Block filter) satellite dish antenna. The antenna can be included with the receiver package, or the receiver can be sold without a dish antenna for customers who already have a compatible DIRECTV satellite dish. 

This type of antenna provides two separate feeds to the receiver so you can use Picture-In-Picture, take advantage of the interactive and Internet features of the UltimateTV® service, record two shows at once, or record one show while watching another. This can be accomplished with either a round dual-LNB single satellite dish or an oval multi-satellite dish. 

To use the satellite dish antenna, you must have a clear line of sight toward the satellite, which is located south of Texas. If you live on the East Coast, for example, you must have a clear line of sight to the southwest. If you live on the West Coast, you must have a clear line of sight to the southeast. 

You can assemble, connect, and position the dish antenna yourself or have a professional installer do it. If you haven't installed a dish antenna before, professional installation is recommended. 

      By:
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