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Porphyria

1. History and Background

a. stem meaning

b. irregular buildup of porphyrins

c. hydroxymethylbilane inhabitation

d. Hippocrates (thought to have discovered porphyria; real credit given to German scientist Felix Hoppe-Seyer.

e. Many myths conceived through porphyria

2. Symptoms

a. photosensitivity: meaning and how myths come from it

b. receding gums

c. acute symptoms(severe abdominal pain, muscular weakness, mild sensory changes, nausea, and vomiting.

d. Acute symptoms often triggered by external means

3. Prognosis

a. blood and heme transfusions(provide temporary relief of symptoms

b. heme can be ingested to alleviate symptoms

c. full bone marrow transplants in the future.

d. Gene therapy: virus containing productive genes is introduced

