SIDCUP LAPIDARY & MINERAL SOCIETY

WELCOME TO THE SIDCUP LAPIDARY & MINERAL SOCIETY (SLMS)

The Society was founded in 1970 to bring together people with an interest in lapidary (gemstone polishing) and the study of mineral specimens, fossils and gemstones.

 The Society is a member of the following organisations:

 The Federation of Lapidary & Geological Societies (FLAGS)

 The Geologists Association (GA) 

 The Trevithick Society of Cornwall (industrial archaeology)  

The Society meets at the Adult Education Centre at Alma Road, Sidcup, Kent (11 miles from Central London) on Monday evenings.   We are equipped with machinery for cutting and polishing stones.   Instruction in the use of the machinery and the making of cabochons out of semi-precious stones is given   We are the only Society in the south, in the public domain, to give instruction in cutting and polishing.

The lapidary equipment is comprehensive with saws, new combination grinders/polishers and flat laps.

The Machine Supervisor is particularly concerned with the use of the large saw and should be consulted when there is a need to cut large pieces.

There are microscopes for the use of members, which may be borrowed, to study micro-mineral specimens.   Some members have their own microscopes and are pleased to let others use them at meetings.

A number of members have a great knowledge of the subject and assist with specimen identification, both mineral and fossil.

There is a comprehensive library on all aspects of our interest and books may be borrowed.

There is a weekly raffle, the proceeds of which fund the Annual Field Trip Finds Evening, an occasion when members submit specimen minerals, fossils and polished stones, found on Society Field Trips that year.   This is a competition which is held at our Christmas Party and is judged by a specially invited guest.

Field Trips are organised to visit quarries and other mineral and fossil sites for the purpose of collecting specimens.   These are held from March to November and most are day trips to nearby quarries, or the coast.   There are usually two weekend trips, enabling us to explore sites further afield and one seven day trip.   It is a wonderful way to get to know your fellow members and, besides specimens, some good cutting material can sometimes be found. 

Annually, as members of FLAGS and the GA, we produce and exhibit displays at public events.

In November we hold our own Gem & Mineral show, open to the public, where members sell specimens and allied crafts.   

MEMBERSHIP - There are four types of membership:

i)    FULL MEMBERS (18 years and over) pay both the Society and Art Centre fees.   This entitles them to full use of the Centre and workroom facilities; also voting rights at the Annual General Meeting

ii)   ASSOCIATE MEMBERS only pay the Society fee.   This entitles them to attend Field Trips, if vacancies arise, where they are covered by the Club Insurance and any meetings held outside the Arts Centre.   To attend Art Centre meetings, and use machinery, the full Art Centre fee has to be paid.

iii)   JUNIOR MEMBERS (15 to 17 years)

iv)   LIFE MEMBERS   There are 3 who are Founder Members of the Society.

The Committee consists of Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and up to six others.

For further information please contact the Secretary, Audrey Tampling on 020 8303 9610.

